
FOR SEVERN VALLEY, ISLE OF WIGHT, 
MOUNTSORREL AND ECCLESBOURNE 


THE BRIGHTER STEAM NEWS MAGAZINE 


CAMPAIGN TO SAVE MANX HORSE TRAMS 


ROYAL SCOT FOR TORBAY EXPRESS 7 






Building Britain’s most powerful steam locomotive - it’s time to get on-board 

In only two years the P2 Project has seen £2m pledged, engine frames erected, 
all 20 wheels and over 40 other castings delivered - but there is still a long way 
to go. With your support, this year will see a rolling chassis completed, cab and 
smokebox fitted and the boiler ordered. 

We need to raise £5m to complete new Gresley class P2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales. YOU can help to 

make this a reality sooner rather than later. A P2 for the price of a pint of beer a week - become a 

regular covenantor from only £ 1 0pm. To find out more visit www.p2steam.com, oV e ^ 


email enquiries@p2steam.com or call 01325 460163 today. 




The P2 Construction Fund.AISLT, Darlington Locomotive Works, Hopetown Lane, Darlington, DL3 6RQ 
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Follow us on 



On Saturday 2nd April 2016 No* 60163 Tornado will set out 
from London Waterloo station and head for Devon and the 
historic city of Exeter. 

‘The Devon Belle* will be making a fast run from London to Woking via 
Surbiton and on to Basingstoke to pick up more passengers. We then head via 
Andover to Salisbury where the locomotive will take water. Our route is then 
via the former LSWR route via Yeovil including the steep climb to Honiton 
Tunnel. 

After a break in Exeter our return route starts with the climb to Whitehall 
tunnel. We take the beautiful former GWR route via Castle CaryWestbury 
and Newbury that will challenge Tornado with its fast running and long climbs. 
At Reading passengers who joined us at Basingstoke leave us and Tornado 
steams on taking us back to London Victoria station via Ascot and Twickenham. 

To make a booking, visit www.ukrailtours.com or call 01438 715050. 


For more details of how to help keep Britain’s newest main line 
steam locomotive on-track visit www.a I steam.com, email 
enquiries@alsteam.com or call 01325 460163. 


In the event of cancellation or haulage problems please see our full terms and conditions of carriage. 


CLASS 

PRICES 

First Class Dining 

£225.00 

First Class Non-Dining 

£149.00 

Standard Class 

£95.00 


1 TIMES ( preliminary) 

OUTWARD 

RETURN 

London Waterloo 

Q7;55hrs 

**** 

Basingstoke 

Q8;45hrs 

**** 

Exeter 

I3:30hrs 

I6:30hrs 

Reading 

**** 

20:45 hrs 

London Victoria 

**** 

22:00hrs 


Guaranteed ‘tables for two 1 in first Glass Non-Dining and First Class Dining are available for a supple- 
ment of £25.00 per person. All profits from this tour go towards maintaining Tornado in future years. 



60163 TORNADO 


New Steam for the Main Line 









Back on the main line for the first time in 10 years, LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman is hauled through Preston station by West Coast Railways' Class 47 diesel 
No. 47746 en route from the East Lancashire Railway to Carnforth on January 27. EDDIE BOBROWSKI 
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T HE long wait and frustration over the protracted 
overhaul of A3 Pacific No. 601 03 Flying Scotsman is 
now over, and at last it is back where it has always 
belonged, running on the main line. 

The public clamour to see it was only too apparent as 
it undertook its test runs on the East Lancashire Railway 
in January, and now we can enjoy it travelling to a 
station near you on the national network during the 
year as well as at owner the National Railway Museum's 
fabulous Flying Scotsman season and the big outdoor 
event planned for its outreach station, the Locomotion 
museum at Shildon. 

Taking this machine into public ownership and 
restoring it to main line condition has cost upwards of £6.5 
million, making it not only the world's most famous steam 
locomotive but the most expensive too. Nonetheless, it 
remains a flagship for the steam age and British transport 
technology and is far more of 
a memorial to the magnificent 
achievements of its designer 
Sir Nigel Gresley than any 
statue can ever be. 

We will all beam with pride 
when we see the great soon- 
to-be green Pacific steam into 
view, but at the same time, for 
a fraction of what it has cost, 
we risk losing a unique piece of transport heritage which 
has long been a trademark for a tourist region. 

I find it incredible that in this high-tech age we cannot 
finance the wonderful Douglas horse tramway in the tax 
haven that is the Isle of Man. At a meeting held behind 
closed doors on January 21 , Douglas Borough Council 
decided to close it after 1 40 years as a cost-cutting step. 

Last year, the horse tramway lost £263,000 despite the 
fact it was, as always, well patronised. But has the council 
and indeed the Manx government, which has refused to 
take it over, ever heard of the concept of a loss leader? 

One of the endearing qualities of the Isle of Man is its 


timewarp yesteryear character, with Victorian steam trains, 
electric trams and yes, horse trams, providing a regular 
public service. The Douglas trams appear worldwide on 
publicity brochures, and are there to greet visitors as they 
disembark from the Sea Terminal.Today there is nowhere 
else in these islands, maybe the world, quite like it. Looking 
at how Blackpool's trams have long been an iconic beacon 
of publicity for the resort, there must be many seafronts 
on the mainland which would simply love a slice of the 
Manx horse tram action. 

Take them away, and in cultural terms you will sterilise 
the Douglas sea front at a stroke. Not only that, you will 
damage the appeal of the port and maybe the entire 
island as a charming tourist destination.The Conservative 
and Labour governments which implemented Dr 
Beeching's recommendations and closed seaside branch 
lines which saw only seasonal bulk passenger traffic 

also did not understand that you 
lose a sprat to catch a mackerel; 
many resorts all but died with 
the withdrawal of their mass 
market train services, one of the 
justifications being the high cost of 
storing carriages out of use during 
the winter months. 

So we can rebuild at great public 
expense the supreme iron horse of 
them all, yet we cannot afford bales of hay for the equine 
variety? No, the Douglas horse trams will never make a 
profit, but need they? A nail in the coffin for this marvellous 
piece of British railway heritage will likely be a bagful in 
that of the Manx tourist industry, and what will be the next 
piece of its heritage traction to suffer, I wonder? 

We should all pull together to do what it takes to get 
those trams running again this summer, and ensure the 
long-term future of this transport treasure, a priceless 
reminder of the days beforeTrevithick, the Stephensons 
and Gresley set to work. 

Robin Jones Editor 
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"One of the endearing qualities 
of the Isle of Man is its timewarp 
yesteryear character, with 
Victorian steam trains, electric 
trams and yes, horse trams, 
providing a regular public service.' 
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Darlington North Road locomotive works served the railways for 
1 03 years but closed due to the demise of steam on April 1 , 1 966. To 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the closure and the successful 
transformation of the nearby Hopetown workshops into the new 
Darlington Locomotive Works, Maurice Burns reflects on the changing 
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LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and Class 31 diesel 
No. 31466 pass Heap Bridge on the East Lancashire Railway's Heywood line 
on January 16. PHIL JONES 

A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman shows its paces on February 4 
during its loaded test run between Carnforth and Hellifield. FRED KERR 


East Coast Pacifies 66 

to the rescue! 

Flying Scotsman's last run for BR was 
in the 'Big Freeze' in January 1 963. 
Robert Anderson recalls that at the 
time many of Scotsman's sister A3 
Pacifies had a last spell of frontline 
express service as a result of the new 
diesels on the East Coast Main Line 
not taking kindly to the freezing 
temperatures of that winter. 


Remembering the Somme! 71 

The Potteries will be the setting 
for a major railway gala - to mark 
the centenary of the Battle of the 
Somme in May - sponsored by 
Heritage Railway, writes Robin Jones. 


Famous British 
Locomotive Engineers 
Oliver Vaughan Snell Bulleid 
Southern Railway 

In another of an occasional series 
of historical reviews of 'Big Four' 
locomotive engineers, Cedric Johns 
highlights the career of OVS Bulleid 
who succeeded REL Maunsell in 
1937... 
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Success for Essex 'Railroad Man' 

In a constantly changing and 


uncertain world, the farmer who 
set up the Mangapps Railway 
Museum in rural Essex has revealed 
exclusively to Peter Brown that the 
site which he has transformed into a 
working environment with standard 
gauge stock is to continue, although 
there will be no track expansion 
beyond the boundaries of his fields. 
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HEADLINE NEWS 


Severn Valley and Wight 
share top national award 



By Robin Jones 

TH E Severn Valley Railway has crowned 
its 50th anniversary year by jointly 
winning one of preservation's top 
accolades. 

The line has been named as joint 
winner of the Heritage Railway 
Association's Annual Award (Large 
Groups) along with the Isle ofWight 
Steam Railway. 

The judges'citation for the SVR was"for 
50 glorious years and for celebrating in 
some style." 

Theanniversaryyearsawa new 
exhibition open at the Engine House 
celebrating the first 50 years of the 
railway, followed by a visit by Princess 
Anne, and a chartered Belmond Pullman 
train from London Victoria, headed along 
SVR metals by newly restored SR light 
Pacific No. 34027 Taw Valley. 

Special event highlights have included 
two 1 940s weekends, a 1 960s event 
complete with retro concerts, a food 
festival in the Engine House and three 
gala weekends, including Manor 50 in 
November, the first time the railway has 
staged an 'out of season'special event. As 
well as the return to steam of Taw Valley 
GWR 4-6-0 No. 7802 Bradley Manor was 
also returned to steam in time for the 
latter event. 

The loWSR came joint top for itsTrain 
Story visitor centre, which has, since its 
opening in spring 201 4, established itself 
as a major attraction. The citation for it 
read:"An ambitious and imaginative 


project that has created an interesting 
and well-interpreted museum as 
well as providing secure and covered 
accommodation for the railway's 
operational fleet of historic Isle ofWight 
carriages." 

The award was presented to 
representatives of both organisations by 
Wyre Forest MP, Mark Gamier, chairman 
of the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
Heritage Rail at the HRA's annual dinner 
in the Grand Station in Wolverhampton 
- the former GWR Wolverhampton (Low 
Level) station - on February 6. 

The Annual Award (Small Groups) was 
won by the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, 
"forthe reopening and operations 
(largely by beautifully maintained DMUs) 
of this nine-mile branch line through 


rural Derbyshire, and for its much prized 
friendly welcome to visitors." 

Runner-up was the Lincolnshire Wolds 
Railway "for the ongoing development to 
consistently high standards of the former 
Great Northern Railway at Ludborough." 

The John Coiley Award for Locomotives 
was won by Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway and the 35006 Locomotive 
Company Ltd forthe restoration of ex- 
Barry wreck Bulleid Merchant Navy Pacific 
No. 35006 Peninsular and Orient Steam 
Navigation Company 

The citation said that the award was for 
"the provision by the G/WR of facilities 
that have enabled the owning group 
to restore this Merchant Navy class 
locomotive to an exceptionally high 
standard for future use on the railway." 


One of the crowning moments of the 
Severn Valley Railway's stupendous 
50th anniversary year was the visit by 
Princess Anne on April 13. After driving 
GWR 4-6-0 No. 7812 Erlestoke Manor 
under supervision from Bewdley to 
Kidderminster Town, she chatted with 
staff and volunteers on the concourse. 
ROBIN JONES 

The second locomotive to arrive at 
the G/WR'sToddington base, in 1 983, 
minus most of its fittings and tender, 
which had already been taken by other 
groups restoring Bulleid Pacifies, it took 
volunteers 32 years to restore it. 

The runner-up was the Railway 
Preservation Society of I reland "for the 
restoration and return to traffic of once- 
plinthed Q class locomotive 
No. 131 forthe first time since withdrawal 
from service in 1 963, involving support 
from the Generating Rural Opportunities 
Within South Antrim fund. 

The HRA's Special Award for a 
Meritorious Project was won by the 
Mountsorrel branch project on the Great 
Central Railway. 

The branch was officially opened over 
the weekend of October 24-25 last year, 
as highlighted in Heritage Railway issue 
209. It gives the GCRthe opportunity to 
run industrial locomotives in an authentic 
setting, and adds another unique 
attraction in advance of the building of 
the new museum at Leicester North in 
conjunction with the National Railway 
Museum. 



Above: Hunslet WD Austerity 0-6-0ST No. W192 Waggoner passes the Train Story visitor centre while 
departing from Havenstreet. loWSR 

Right: Peckett Yorktown 0-4-0ST No. 2012 of 1941 Teddy, who was part of the Cadeby Light Railway fleet 
where it was named after owner Rev Teddy Boston, is seen heading through the leafy cutting into the 
Mountsorrel Railway's Nunckley Hill station on October 25, 2015, during the line's official opening weekend. 
Teddy will haul trains the Locomotion museum in Shildon this summer. ROBIN JONES 
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On August 10, 2015, Bulleid Merchant Navy No. 35006 Peninsular & Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company- the longest name for a preserved steam 
locomotive - moved under its own power for the first time in under 50 years, 
although it had just two of the three cylinders connected. G/WR 


The citation praised "a huge effort by 
the community to provide a branch line 
joining an established heritage railway 
with the potential to offer access to an 
exhibition building, railway museum and 
community heritage centre" 

The runner-up was the Bala Lake 
Railway"forthe repatriation of 
locomotive Winifred by owner Julian 
Birley and its restoration to operational 
quarry locomotive condition by Rob 
Houghton who is reputed to have 
suffered many sleepless nights trying 
to reconcile issues of authenticity with 
acceptable 21 st-century engineering 
standards." 

As previously reported, the Mortons 
Media {Heritage Railway) Interpretation 
Award was won by the National Railway 


Museum and YorkTheatre Royal "for 
their collaboration which has brought 
railway heritage to a new and different 
audience, developing links between our 
movement and the world of the theatre" 

The Railway Magazine Annual Award 
for Services to Railway Preservation was 
awarded to: David Woodhouse MBE 
"for his outstanding dedication and 
achievements in the field of railway 
preservation covering more than 50 
years, from the early years of theTalyllyn 
Railway to his involvement with the HRA." 

The Mortons Media {Rail Express) 
Modern Traction Award went to the 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway "for an 
outstanding achievement by the diesel 
department to keep the railway running 
throughout the operating season." 



The Ecdesbourne Valley Railway's magnificent BR Derby lightweight railcar 
No. 79900 Iris which was built in 1956. EVR 



Inside the £1.2 million 
Heritage Lottery-funded 
Train Story Discovery Centre 
at Havenstreet station. The 
attraction a series of static 
and interactive displays 
portraying key points of 
the island railways' history, 
which protecting priceless 
examples of rolling stock 
from the elements. 

PHIL MARSH 


Tornado and Scotsman in 
preservation ‘first’ at SVR 


By Paul Appleton 

WHAT is being billed as the first- 
ever meeting of two iconic steam 
locomotives is set to take place during 
the Severn Valley Railway's September 
22-26 autumn steam gala. 

Already having secured newly 
restored No. 601 03 Flying Scotsman 
for its big annual showcase event, the 
SVR has announced that it has now 
booked the A1 Steam Locomotive 
Trust's Peppercorn Pacific No. 601 63 
Tornado to create what will be a first- 
ever meeting of the two LNER-designed 
express locomotives. 

New-build Tornado was nowhere near 
completion when Flying Scotsman last 
bowed out of service just over 1 0 years 
ago for its protracted overhaul. 

The A1 was completed in 2008 and 


entered service the following year, 
making its debut on the national 
network and arguably stealing the 
limelight normally enjoyed by the 
Gresley record-holder. 

With all of the original Peppercorn 
Als scrapped at the end of steam, it 
will have been almost 50 years since 
an A3 and A1 have been seen in steam 
together. 

It will also be No. 601 03 Flying 
Scotsman's first visit to the SVR for 
more than 20 years, whereas No. 601 63 
Tornado spent most of October last year 
at the 16-mile heritage line. 

Further guest locomotives are set 
to join the two LNER thoroughbreds 
in what is shaping up to be one of the 
events of the season. Tickets for the gala 
are to go on sale at the end of February. 
For more details visit www.svr.co.uk 


Help raise £1 m for Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire big Broadway push 


PROSPECTUSES for the 
Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway's £1 million share issue to 
finance its last push to Broadway 
are now available. 

The new tax-efficient share issue, 
Broadway: The Last Mile, will be 
launched in the spring. 

It aims to provide the last money 
needed to complete the northern 
extension to Broadway in time for 
2018. 

For every £1 00 invested in shares, 
UK tax payers receive a reduction in 
their income tax liability of £30. 

Work on extending the line 
towards Broadway is pressing 
ahead with two platforms almost 
completed and the new signalbox 


finished. The station building is now 
being constructed while significant 
work has been completed on 
bridges, embankments, culverts, 
drainage and track laying. 

Commercial director, Colin 
Fewell, said: "Rebuilding a railway 
that has been dormant for more 
half a century is no easy task and 
is certainly not a cheap one. But 
we have re-built 1 2 miles of the 
former Stratford-upon-Avon to 
Cheltenham line since 1982 and 
we will continue to expand in the 
future." 

You can register your interest by 
emailing finance.director@gwsr. 
com and you will be sent a full share 
prospectus. 


Biggest Bluebell Railway 
diesel gala yet in April 


THE one-time strictly steam-only 
Bluebell Railway and GB Railfreight will 
stage a jointly organised diesel gala on 
April 15-17. 

GB Railfreight celebrates 1 5 years of 
operation in 201 6 and this is the first of 
several charity fundraising events this 
year. 

Locomotives will be drawn from 
a selection regularly used by GBRf 
including examples from Class 20, 47, 
66,73/1 and 73/9. 

Rolling stock will be a mix of the 
Bluebell's own coaches and London 
Underground's 4TC unit. An intensive 
three-train service for all three days is 
planned, with evening beer trains on the 
Friday and Saturday. 


The line's resident Class 09 shuttle 
is expected to be making additional 
brakevan trips for a small additional 
charge. Each day raffle tickets will 
be sold for a cab ride on a selected 
afternoon service from Sheffield Park to 
East Grinstead . 

Tickets will be available at www. 
Bluebell-Railway.co.uk to pre-purchase. 

GBRf business manager Paul Taylor, 
said: "We have enjoyed a special 
relationship with the railway since 
operating spoil and ballast trains 
in connection with its recent East 
Grinstead extension and it will be a 
pleasure to run a gala event that will 
raise money for both the Bluebell 
Railway and our nominated charities." 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Flying Scotsman’s launch trip 
February 25 - at £450 a ticket 


B y Robin Jones 

NEWLY-OVERHAULED Gresley A3 
Pacific No. 601 03 Flying Scotsman is 
scheduled to run its relaunch trip in BR 
green livery on Thursday, February 25. 

Tickets for the historic trip from King's 
Cross to York over the A3's flagship route 
have been priced at £450 per head, 
including a champagne breakfast and a 
diesel-hauled return to London. 

The date for the first official trip - as 
opposed to a test run in its wartime black 
livery - has long been the preferred 
choice for the museum. However, 
questions over the completion of the 
locomotive's overhaul - said to have cost 
£4.2 million - delayed owner the National 
Railway Museum announcing the date for 
the King's Cross to York run until now. 

As we closed for press, the A3 was being 
prepared for a test run with support coach 
at 8.1 5pm on February 4, from West Coast 
Railway's Carnforth base to Hellifield. 

It was towed to Carnforth from the East 
Lancashire Railway on January 27, by a 
diesel, after completing its test runs, as 
outlined on pages 1 2-1 3.The move was 
necessitated because of scheduled track 
relaying at Heywood. 

Loaded test run 

At 1 1 .53am on February 4, Scotsman 
was due to undertake its loaded test run 
from Carnforth to Hellifield, Blackburn, 
Preston and back to Carnforth. Provided 
all went well, the A3 was due to head the 
Railway Touring Company's Carnforth- 
Carlisle-Preston leg of the Railway 
Touring Company's'Cumbrian Mountain 
Express! after the owners of booked 
engine No. 46233 Duchess of Sutherland 
agreed to let it stand down so that the 
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A team of experts at 
Locomotion are restoring 
Class 55 Deltic No. 55002 
King's Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry back to its original 
look, ready for its appearance 
in the National Railway 
Museum's Stunts, Speed and 
Style exhibition. Running 
between March 25 and 
May 8, it will bring to life the 
story of the world-famous 
'Flying Scotsman' train 
by reuniting four of the 
locomotives that hauled it; 
GNR pair Stirling Single 
No. 1 and Atlantic No. 251 
and Flying Scotsman itself. 
CRAIG CONNOR/NORTH 
NEWS & PICTURES 


A3 could accumulate route mileage. 

As outlined in Don Benn's'With Full 
Regulator'column on page 60, Scotsman 
was unable to fulfil its booking to haul the 
'CME'on January 23, because further work 
was needed on the air braking following 
trial runs on the East Lancashire Railway. 

Instead, that trip was worked by Ian 
Riley's two 'Black Fives,' No. 44871 and 
No. 45407 over a revised route from 
Manchester, travelling via Wigan, Settle, 
the Settle and Carlisle route thence back 
to Manchester via Shap. 

Following the February 6 trip, No. 60103 
was to be taken to the NRM's workshops 
at York for repainting in BR green. 
Originally, it was planned to undertake 
the repainting at Bury. 

The NRM's recently announced Flying 
Scotsman photographic mornings in 
York on February 27-28, still have good 
availability and there is also availability 


on the Stunts, Speed and Style exclusive 
access events which run for six weeks 
from March 25. More details are available 
at www.flyingscotsman.org.uk/events/ 

The Scotsman season is being 
sponsored by Virgin Trains, which runs 
the modern-day'Flying Scotsman' service 
between Edinburgh and London, and last 
year launched its own Flying Scotsman 
electric locomotive. 

Online draw 

As the tickets for the first trip went on sale 
through Steam Dreams (01 483 209888) 
at 1 0am on February 4, five pairs were 
offered free by the museum via an online 
draw which closed three days later. 

Jim Lowe, the NRM's head of 
operations, said: "Along with all our 
generous supporters for this complex 
project to bring a 1 920s-built cultural 
icon back to life, we have all been 


looking forward to this historic day 
when Flying Scotsman steams again. 

"We hope the public will join us from 
the afternoon ofThursday, February 25, to 
welcome Flying Scotsman home. 

"First we will be showing it in light 
steam in our North Yard and then it will 
finish off as the centre of attention on our 
Great Hall turntable before moving on to 
its next tour date at the North Yorkshire 
Moors Railway." 

The Welcome Home event runs from 
February 25 until March 6. Starring 
Scotsman, a free gallery exhibition, also 
opens on February 25 and runs until 
June 19. 

The NYMR's March 1 2-20 Flying 
Scotsman services are now sold out with 
just a very small number of odd seats and 
cancellations available. 

Last-minute customers are invited to 
contact 01 751 472508. 



We hit 223,000! 

AS WE closed for press, our www. 
facebook.com/heritagerailway 
page passed the 223,000 likes 
mark, reinforcing its position as 
the leading enthusiast site of its 
kind in the world. 

We welcome your posts of 
news, pictures, plugs for your 
railway's special events to be 
seen by the widest audience and 
anything you believe is of interest 
to the global rail community. 

And of course, we will keep you 
up to date with all the breaking 
news about Flying Scotsman! 


Scotsman at Top Shed’ Shildon in July! 


THE Locomotion museum at Shildon 
is to stage a nine-day LNER gala to 
celebrate the return of Flying Scotsman. 

The A3 will be joined in light steam 
by A4 No. 60009 Union of South 
Africa and Q6 0-8-0 No. 63395, while 
NER-design J72 0-6-0T No. 69023 will 
be giving passenger train rides daily, 
during the July 23-31 Flying Scotsman & 
The Shildon Shed Bash event. 

The guest locomotives have been 
selected because their liveries are from 
the same period. This year is also the 
50th anniversary of John Cameron's 
purchase of No. 60009, bought in 
working order directly from BR. 

On display will be Gresley V2 2-6-2 
No. 4771 Green Arrow while taking the 
East Coast theme into the 
post-nationalisation era, Class 55 
Deltic D9002 King's Own Yorkshire Light 
Infantry, by then newly restored to BR 


two-tone green. The event is inspired 
by the famous "shed bashes" of the 
1950s and 1960s. 

Visitors to the main daytime event 
will be able to access cabs including 
that of Flying Scotsman while in steam, 
and there will be a talks programme as 
well as children's activities. 

The main daytime event will run from 
9.30am to 6pm with free admission 
A limited number of tickets for early 
morning and evening photography 
sessions are also available - giving 
rail and photography enthusiasts the 
opportunity to capture some special 
shots of these fabulous locomotives. 
Tickets for these events are on sale now 
on 01 388 777999. 

The event will be rounded off with 
a 1 960s disco night on the evening of 
Saturday, July 30. Tickets for this event 
will go on sale in April. 

Find us on w 


NRM head curator Andrew McLean 
said:"This will be the first time Flying 
Scotsman has been at Shildon in its 
late BR appearance. For a week in July, 
Shildon will become like the legendary 
King's Cross 'Top Shed'circa 1 963 as the 
world's most famous steam locomotive 
lines up alongside other wonderful 
engines from the era. 

"The pairing of an example of Sir 
Nigel Gresley's famous A3 and A4 
classes in such a livery is one that has 
not been seen since the dying days 
of steam in the 1960s and this unique 
opportunity is sure to capture the 
imagination of enthusiasts and 
families alike. 

"It will offer something for everyone, 
including a family play zone, interactive 
galleries and exhibitions, and state-of- 
the-art academic research facilities," 
said Andrew. 

iv.facebook.com/heritagerailway 
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Out of use: Mothballed rolling stock stands idle in a Mail Rail tunnel. THE POSTAL MUSEUM 


‘Secret railway’ passenger 
trains project launched 


By Geoff Courtney 

A GROUND-BREAKING ceremony hosted by television 
presenter Dan Snow on February 4, signalled the start of the 
construction of a £26 million project that next year will see 
passenger trains for the first time on London's 'secret railway! 

Dan, a railway enthusiast who is the 37-year-old son of fellow 
TV presenter Peter Snow, was at the Mount Pleasant site of 
Mail Rail, which is to be reopened as part of the project that will 
also see the creation of a major postal museum. 

Mail Rail was a 2ft gauge line that opened as the Post Office 
Underground Railway in 1 927 to transport mail 70ft beneath 
the heart of London from Paddington station in the west to 
Liverpool Street and Whitechapel Road in the east. 

At its peak, the 616 mile system's driverless electric trains 
carried four million letters a day, calling at eight stations en 
route, each of which handled mail from central London 
sorting offices. 

Known as London's 'secret railway'as so few were aware of its 
existence, it was renamed Mail Rail in 1 987 but closed in 2003 
and mothballed, with maintenance carried out to this day. 

A decade later, in 201 3, the British Postal Museum & Archive 
unveiled plans to open a two-thirds-of-a-mile stretch as a 
visitor attraction, so allowing the public to ride its tracks for the 
very first time. The project, based halfway along the route at 
Mount Pleasant near King's Cross station, included building a 
postal museum nearby and transforming the railway's 
former maintenance and repair depot at the site into an 
exhibition centre. 

The project was awarded a £416 million Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant, and other fundraising has been so successful that 
the anticipated date for reopening part of Mail Rail has been 
brought forward two years, to 201 7. 

Adrian Steel, director of the Postal Museum - the overall 
name for the project - said: "Mail Rail will be a truly unique 
attraction, transporting visitors back in time through the 
disused tunnels of the world's first driverless, electric railway. It 
will take visitors on a journey deep under London's streets to 
explore this engineering marvel." 

A major feature of the new Mail Rail will be passenger train 



34070 


Enthusiastic: TV presenter and railway enthusiast Dan 
Snow, seen here with preserved SR Battle of Britain Pacific 
No. 34070 Manston, hosted the ground-breaking ceremony 
of a major project on February 4, that will allow members 
of the public to travel for the first time on Mail Rail beneath 
the heart of London. 


carriages purpose-built by Severn LambTransportation of 
Warwickshire, a third generation family business founded in 
1 948 which builds live steam and steam outline narrow gauge 
diesels, road trains, monorails, and other vehicles for such 
attractions as theme parks. 

The museum itself on the same site will comprise five 
interactive zones, leading visitors through five centuries. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 


British ‘Dolly’ 
to come home 

THE North British Locomotive 
Preservation Group is to bring home 
the last working South African Railways 
1 9D Class 4-8-2, No. 2767, at the Sappi 
Saiccor pulp mill near Umkomaas for 
preservation. 

The locomotive has been donated to 
the group as a goodwill gesture by the 
Sappi management, however, shipping 
and transport costs to the UK will need to 
be raised. 

Built by Robert Stephenson & 
Hawthorns in Darlington as No. 7280 
of 1 947, it was typical of a class largely 
associated with North British. Often 
referred to as 'Dollies! 268 1 9Ds were built 
between 1 937 and 1 953 making them 
Africa's largest class. 

The engine has great significance 
as, when it was taken out of service 
last August, it was one of the last 
conventional British steam locomotives in 
regular service anywhere in the world. 

Saiccor No. 3, as it was known in its 
industrial life, missed out being a North 
British engine by only a few months as 
it was one of the last 1 9Ds to be built by 
RSH. Sir Nigel Gresley once described the 
1 9Ds as"one of the best steam locomotive 
designs the world has ever seen" 

The group is now planning to work 
with local groups in the Darlington area 
to seek Lottery Funding to return the 
locomotive to its birthplace for display. 

■4 Anyone interested in helping 
with this project is invited to contact 
the NBL Preservation Group at 
4 Porchfield Close, Earley, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG6 5YZ or email 
ken.livermore@btinternet.com 


Three guests for 
NYMR spring gala 

LNWR'Coal Tank' No. 1054 from 
Keighley, GWR large prairie No. 41 44 
from Didcot Railway Centre, and BR 
Standard 2-6-4T No. 80072 from the 
Llangollen Railway will be the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway's May 6-8/ 

1 3-1 5 spring steam gala guests, running 
alongside the home fleet. 

The gala will have a branch line theme 
with passenger and freight shuttles, as 
well as services on the Esk Valley line. 


Tracks to the 
Trenches 2016 


HERITAGE Railway will be sponsoring 
this year's big railway event to 
commemorate the centenary of the 
Battle of the Somme. 

Publisher, Mortons Media Group Ltd, 
has been unveiled as the media partner 
for the May 1 3-1 5 Tracks to the Trenches 
big event, at the Apedale Valley Light 
Railway near Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Full details can be seen on page 71 . 
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Flying Scotsman nameplate 
withdrawn days before sale 


By Geoff Courtney 

IN A sensational development just days 
before it was due to go under the hammer, 
an original nameplate from preserved icon 
No. 601 03 Flying Scotsman was withdrawn 
from sale by top auction house Bonhams. 

The plate was due to be sold at a 
prestigious auction in central London on 
February 9, but on February 4 Bonhams 
issued a statement saying:"lt is felt that 
more investigative work needs to be done 
on the plate, which might take some time. 
The prudent thing is to withdraw it." 

Its withdrawal followed an exclusive 
report in Heritage Railway that the plate 
was coming up for auction, with Sir William 
McAlpine, one of the Pacific's former 
owners, at the centre of subsequent 
debate about its immediate future. 

Sir William, who famously rescued the 
LNER Pacific from the US in 1 973 and 
owned it for 23 years, was unaware until 
he read the report that the nameplates 
now fitted to No. 601 03 were replicas. 

The originals were removed by Tony 
Marchington after he purchased the 
locomotive from SirWilliam in 1 996 and 
sold to a railwayana dealer, leading to the 
Pacific being fitted with replica plates, 
which it still carries, when it emerged from 
restoration in 1 999. 

The dealer subsequently sold both 
nameplates to a railwayana collector, 
and it is one of these that was due to be 
auctioned. 

After learning the plates currently fitted 



Gresley engine and coach: As its 
footplate crew prepares for departure. 
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman lets off 
steam at Manchester London Road 
(renamed Piccadilly after renovation in 
1960) with the 2.10pm to Marylebone 
on February 8, 1953, when the Pacific 
was shedded at Leicester GC (38C). The 
first carriage of the London-bound 
express is a standard Gresley teak 
compartment coach, some of which 
remained in service with BR until the 
1970s. The nameplate seen in the 
photograph is understood to be the 
one that was due to be auctioned at 
a Bonhams' sale in central London on 
February 9, but was withdrawn. 

B GREEN/NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE 


were replicas, SirWilliam said that, while 
accepting the plate had been bought 
from the dealer in good faith, he believed 
it wrong to sell it at auction."As far as I am 
concerned, by having replica plates the 
locomotive was not complete when it was 
sold to the NRM by Flying Scotsman pic - 
of which I was a shareholder - in 2004." 

He said he felt strongly that the plate 
should not remain in private hands but 
be returned to the locomotive. "It is very 
sad - it should be where it belongs, on the 
locomotive'' 

Other suggestions SirWilliam put 
forward were that the National Railway 
Museum bid for the plate had its auction 
gone ahead, or an appeal be launched to 
raise funds for the purchase of the plate 


specifically to return it to the NRM. 

SirWilliam, one of the most popular 
and respected enthusiasts within the 
railway heritage movement, wrote to Jon 
Baddeley, managing director of Bonhams 
Knightsbridge, Lord Faulkner, chairman of 
the Railway Heritage Designation Advisory 
Board, and NRM director Paul Kirkham, 
expressing his belief that the plate and 
loco should be reunited. 

Andrew Currie, Bonhams'deputy press 
and PR director, said soon after Sir William's 
approach to Jon Baddeley:"Wetake issues 
of provenance extremely seriously, and 
Mr Baddeley will investigate and get back 
to SirWilliam very shortly!' 

Following Sir William's approach, an 
expert was called in by Bonhams to 


examine the plate, despite its authenticity 
not being in doubt. On January 28, just 1 2 
days before the auction, Andrew released 
another statement which said that the 
plate would be offered for sale at the 
February 9 auction "subject to one final 
piece of research" although even at that 
stage he had been unable to say when a 
final decision would be made. 

"SirWilliam McAlpine is fully aware of 
this, and has been very helpful in supplying 
documentation and has ideas about 
securing the future for the plate, "said 
Andrew. 

On the subject of an NRM bid, Cath 
Farrell, the museum's senior press officer, 
told Heritage Railway they had been 
"closely monitoring the situation" 


West Coast Railways: the waiting game continues 


B y Robin Jones 

THE second Office of Rail and Road 
consultation into West Coast Railways' 
Safety Certificate ended on January 27 
- leaving the Carnforth operator waiting 
to hear if further action is to be taken 
against it. 

The ORR has the ultimate power to 
revoke an operator's Safety Certificate, a 
move which, if implemented in this case, 
would have serious implications for steam 
operations on the UK main line; equally, 
the circumstances for such a decision 
(which has never been taken before 
with a UK operator) must be clear and 
overwhelming. 

The investigation follows an incident at 
Doncaster on October 2, in which a loco's 
TPWS system was subject to unauthorised 
interaction during a shunting move. It was 
speculated that an announcement might 
be expected in mid- to late February, 
and updates will be posted on our www. 
facebook.com/heritagerailway page and 
www.heritagerailway.co.uk website. 

As reported in Main Line News, 
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page 56, one ofWest Coast's principal 
customers, Tyseley-basedVintageTrains, 
has temporarily stopped taking further 
bookings for its scheduled trains until the 
ORR decision is made. However, two other 
customers have taken a 'business as usual' 
approach, which could be seen as a vote 
of confidence in their operator, with both 
Steam Dreams and the Railway Touring 
Company promoting main line excursions 
with West Coast - which handled A3 
Pacific No. 601 03 Flying Scotsman's early 
February main line test runs - despite the 
apparent uncertainty. 

Contract with West Coast 

Steam Dreams' chairman, Marcus 
Robertson, said he has a contract with 
West Coast and will trust that it is allowed 
to be fulfilled. Steam Dreams has time on 
its hands, its first excursion of the year, to 
Cardiff, behind LMS 4-6-2 No. 6201 Princess 
Elizabeth, does not run until March 1 . 

By contrast, the Railway Touring 
Company began its annual series of 
'Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express'trips 
from London on January 30 behind a 


Class 86 electric to Carnforth, with LMS 
Princess Coronation Pacific No. 46233 
Duchess of Sutherland booked to take over 
on February 20 and 27.The Duchess was 
booked to run the'CME'on February 6, but 
its owners gave way to Flying Scotsman, to 
allow further mileage accumulation for the 
NRM's flagship locomotive (see separate 
story), following its planned loaded test 
run on February 4. 

RTC's most notable train in its 
programme features the main line 
revenue-earning debut of LMS 4-6-0 
No. 461 00 Royal Scot working the'North 
Wales Coast Express'from Crewe to 
Holyhead on February 6. 

The latest consultation is separate from, 
but parallel to, the criminal proceedings 
started by the ORR against West Coast 
and driver Melvyn Cox, under the Health 
& Safety at Work Act 1 974, as a direct result 
of the Signal Passed At Danger incident 
atWootton Bassett on March 7 last year, 
when theTrain Protection & Warning 
System apparatus was reportedly 
switched off. 

West Coast is charged with failing to 


ensure the health and safety of passengers, 
and failing to ensure the health, safety and 
welfare at work of its employees. MrCox, of 
Swanage, also faces two counts, one of not 
taking reasonable care to ensure the health 
and safety of himself and others, and the 
other of interfering with or misusing the 
TPWS system. 

Crown court 

The case opened at Swindon Magistrates 
Court on January 20, after being deferred 
from January 1 1 . Mark Harris, prosecuting 
on behalf of the ORR, gave a brief outline 
of the case and successfully applied that 
it needed to be heard at Crown court 
because of its seriousness. 

Solicitors representing West Coast, and 
Mr Cox, who appeared in court, raised no 
objection, and neither offered evidence 
as it was purely a committal hearing with 
neither party entering pleas. 

District Judge Simon Cooper committed 
the cases to Swindon Crown Court on 
February 1 9, where a date for a full hearing 
will be set. Mr Cox was remanded on 
unconditional bail. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 



LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100 Royal Scot is seen near Clapham on its main line proving run from West Coast Railways' Carnforth base to Hellifield, Blackburn and Preston on 
December 22. BEN COLLIER 


Royal Scot to head summer ‘Torbay Express’ 


By Cedric Johns 

STAN I ER tapered boiler 4-6-0 No. 461 00 
Royal Scot is booked to work'Torbay 
Express'trains this summer. 

Running under steam on the main 
line from Carnforth on December 22 
- following an unusually protracted 
overhaul - the 4-6-0 was, in effect, 
returned to traffic for the first time in 53 
years. 

On February 6, the 'Scot' made its first 
revenue-earning trip with the Railway 
Touring Company's'North Wales Coast 
Express! The 4-6-0 is also down to work 


the Bristol to Grange-over-Sands leg of 
the Norfolk-based tour promoter's 'Great 
Britain IX'tour on April 28. 

First time west of Bristol 

No. 461 00 makes a second trip 
to Holyhead on May 28, working 
Pathfinder Tours"Yns Mon Express' from 
Swindon, steam coming on at Crewe. 

Working out of Bristol Temple Meads, 
Royal Scot is booked to head the 'Torbay 
Express'to Paignton and Kingswear 
with a DB Schenker crew on Sundays 
July 3, 1 0 and 24, the train routed 
via Bath, Trowbridge, Westbury and 


Taunton for the first part of the seven- 
train programme and Temple Meads, 
Weston-super-Mare and Taunton, the 
remainder which will be in the hands of 
Bulleid West Country light 4-6-2 
No. 34046 Braunton. 

Pathfinder Tours' general manager, 
Peter Watts, said that in all probability 
the appearance of Royal Scot will be 
the first time that a 'Scot' has worked 
west of Bristol since the BR Locomotive 
Exchanges in 1 948. 

Then, No. 461 54 The Hussar, fitted 
with a tapered boiler, double blastpipe, 
chimney and new cylinders worked test 


loads over the Waterloo, Salisbury and 
Exeter line. On the Western Region, 

No. 461 62 Queens Westminster Rifleman 
was routed with passenger trains 
between Newton Abbot and Plymouth, 
Exeter, Taunton and Bristol. 

In both cases, the 'Scots' put up 
notable performances in comparison 
with the 4-6-2s-Duchess, A4 and 
Merchant Navy classes. 

Peter said that he was very pleased 
to have No. 461 00 on the first three 
departures."lt will be good to see a'new' 
engine working out ofTemple Meads to 
Paignton and Kingswear." 


Bluebell assists with the rebuilding 
of the damaged Dover sea wall 


AS part of its 'orange army' 
operation to repair the sea wall 
between Dover and Folkestone, 
which collapsed following recent 
storms, and the subsequent 
closing of the railway for repairs, (as 
outlined in issue 21 1 ) Network Rail 
needed to convert part of the Up 
line into a siding. 

The move was needed to allow 
rebuilding works to progress, 
but Network Rail realised it did 
not have any derailers to hand 
to protect fouling of the line. A 


derailer is a gradiated inside rail, 
like within a point, which can send 
a vehicle off the tracks into a safe 
place. 

A quick call to the Bluebell 
Railway's permanent way manager 
Matt Crawford was the answer, 
for the heritage line has derailers 
stored at Horsted Keynes yard. 

Network Rail collected them in 
early February. 

Neil said: "The Dover-Folkestone 
line was known as the most 
expensive to maintain in BR days." 


IN BRIEF 


THE Avon Valley Railway will 
be holding a special day to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the last 
BR passenger trains calling at its 
Bitton station headquarters. The 
commemorations will be held on 
Sunday, March 6, corresponding 
with events elsewhere to mark the 
closure of the Somerset & Dorset 
Joint Railway system, to which 
the Midland Railway line through 
Bitton linked, half a century 
before. 

■4 HASTING Diesels is planning to 
run a railtour with DEMU No. 1001 
linking three heritage lines on 
May 7. The planned tour will link 


the Rother Valley, Spa Valley and r 
Bluebell railways. 

■4 RESTORATION of the historic 
Alton station footpath bridge 
at the Mid Hants Railway's 
eastern terminus is set to begin 
following nearly two years of 
campaigning by local lobbying 
group Friends of Alton Station. 

FAS was established by local 
community members in response 
to original plans to take down 
the footbridge and preserve 
it elsewhere following the 
construction of Network Rail's 
new £1 .7-million footbridge back 
in 2013. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Crowds pour into Bury 
for Scotsman ’s return 


By Robin Jones 

MORE than 20,000 people turned out 
to welcome Flying Scotsman back into 
service on the East Lancashire Railway - 
even though it did not pull a train on its 
own. 

Passengers and spectators travelled 
from all over Britain to ride behind and 
glimpse the world's most famous steam 
locomotive, now numbered 601 03 with 
BR-era German-style smoke deflectors 
but still in wartime black livery, as it 
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doubleheaded services on the East 
Lancashire Railway during the Scotsman in 
Steam preview event over the weekends 
of January 9-1 0 and 1 6-1 7. 

Work identified 

The doubleheading was necessary 
because the final adjustments to the 
braking system were still being made. 

A spokesman for owner the National 
Railway Museum said that additional work 
required on the brakes was identified 
during test runs on the line, and which 


led to the postponement of its main 
line loaded test run hauling the Railway 
Touring Company's'Cumbrian Mountain 
Express'on January 23. 

As reported in our last issue, the steam 
icon made its first venture on to the 
heritage line from Riley & Sons' Baron 
Street works in Bury, the A3's final overhaul 
base, around 7.45pm on Wednesday, 
January 6, in tandem with EWS-liveried 
Class 31 diesel No. 31 466. Bury (Bolton 
Street) station was its first port of call. 

Further test runs over the line followed 


the next day, and on Friday, January 8, it 
was unveiled to an eager world's press, 
but running with Ian Riley's LMS'Black Five' 
No. 45407 The Lancashire Fusilier coupled 
behind, to provide braking as required. 

It made several return trips to Heywood 
from Bolton Street. 

Lining the route 

In a foretaste of scenes likely to be 
repeated across Britain once Flying 
Scotsman has its full main line certificate 
again after an absence of more than 


E Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 






Above: Even the sunshine came out to 
greet Flying Scotsman as it lined up at 
Bury (Bolton Street) for one of several 
test runs to Heywood on January 8. 

ROBIN JONES 

Right: No. 60103 and No. 45407 depart 
from Rawtenstall on January 10. 

BRIAN SHARPE 

a decade, the ELR said that more than 
20,000 people visited the railway to ride 
behind the train and view it from station 
platforms with thousands more lining 
the route of the line waiting to catch a 
glimpse it. 

Chairman Mike Kelly said:"What a way to 
kick-start the year. We feel truly honoured 
to have hosted the return of Flying 
Scotsman and are very proud to have 
played a part in the history of not only 
this iconic engine, but British transport 
heritage as a whole." 



Hauling its first train for 10 years. Flying Scotsman together with LMS 'Black Five' 4-6-0 No. 45407 pass Heap Bridge on the 
Heywood line on January 8. FRED KERR 



Above: Actor Robson Green (left) 
visited Bury (Bolton Street) on 
January 8 for the press relaunch of 
Flying Scotsman, and later took a ride 
on the footplate. ROBIN JONES 


Right: Flying Scotsman tops the 1 -in-36 
gradient to cross the Metrolink line at 
Bury in the snow on January 17. 

BRIAN HALL 




Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Fresh hope for Manx horse 
trams after closure shock 


By Robin Jones 

THE Isle of Man's world-famous Douglas 
horse tramway may be saved, despite 
a shockannouncement in January that 
it was to be closed as a cost-cutting 
measure. 

On January 22, operator Douglas 
Borough Council announced that the 
horse trams, which began operation 
in 1 876, would not run this summer. 

The service, which runs along Loch 
Promenade, finished in September and 
lost £263,000 last year. 

Prompting widespread anger 
throughout the island, the council 
said that the stables will be sold off, 
the rolling stock including 24 tramcars 
offered to museums and good homes 
would be found for the 16 horses. 
Council leader David Christian said: 

"The council must always act in the best 
interests of the ratepayers." 

The announcement led to demands 
for the Manx government to take over 
the 1 .6 mile tramway, a rare survivor of 
a once-commonplace Victorian form of 
transport, and within days, thousands 


had signed three separate petitions 
calling for the trams to be saved. 

The public outcry led to a meeting 
being held on January 27 to see if there 
was a way to run the trams this summer 
and provide a long-term future for the 
tramway under another operator. 

After the meeting, a joint statement 
issued by the Department of 
Infrastructure and the council - 
which has run the trams since 1 902 
- said: "A very productive meeting of 
representatives of Douglas Borough 
Council and relevant government 
departments and bodies was held to 
discuss the Douglas horse trams. 

Away forward 

"A number of workable options for the 
possible retention of the Douglas Bay 
HorseTramway were discussed. 

A working party comprising officers 
from government, the council, Manx 
National Heritage and Culture Vannin 
has been established. The working 
party will gather information and 
suggest a way forward with a view to 
operating a horse tram service this 


season and to consider the long term 
future of the horse trams." 

Phil Gawne MHK, Minister for 
Infrastructure, said after the meeting: 
"The working party will wish to speak to 
interested parties as its work continues. 
It is important to remember, however, 
that the reason the decision was taken 
to stop the horse tram service was a 
shortage of funding and this remains a 
significant issue in identifying a future 
for the horse trams." 

Earlier, he said:"We are talking about 
scrapping something unique in the 
world and we need to at least consider 
all the options before ruling anything 
out. It will be difficult to come up with 
any solution bearing in mind how 
stretched government finances are, 
but it is not unreasonable for us to 
talk to the relevant departments and 
agencies." 

He said he had been approached 
by various heritage voluntary bodies 
and railway organisations interested in 
working with government to see what 
can be salvaged. 

However, Manx Chief Minister Allan 


Bell had already insisted: "There is no 
question of government stepping in to 
take them on." 

A spokesman for Friends of Douglas 
Bay HorseTramway said the service was 
an "icon for both Douglas and the Isle 
of Man"The friends group said that it 
would remain committed to working 
alongside the working party. 

Extremely disappointed 

Widespread fears that the loss of the 
tramway would not only hit tourism 
hard, but reduce numbers on the 
island's other heritage lines, have been 
expressed. The tramway, which was 
built and originally operated by Thomas 
Lightfootfrom Sheffield, provides 
tourist access between the Manx 
Electric Railway and the Sea Terminal. 

Manx National Heritage said it was 
"extremely disappointed"over the 
council's decision. In a statement it 
said: "The announcement is contrary to 
reassurances Manx National Heritage 
has previously received from Douglas 
Corporation. The Isle of Man's historic 
transport network is an important part 



Repatriated Turkish 8F open day on Bo'ness & Kinneil Railway 


AN OPEN day at the Bo'ness & 
Kinneil Railway to raise funds for 
the Scottish Railway Preservation 
Society's Spirit of Scotland 8F 
No. 45170 appeal is set to take 
place on Saturday, February 20. 

The event will get underway at 
noon in the Museum of Scottish 


Railways - where the 8F is 
currently undergoing cosmetic 
restoration while funds are being 
raised to complete the outright 
purchase. 

People will be afforded full access 
to the locomotive along with stalls 
and members of the project team 


who can answer queries. 

The open day will run until 
3pm, after which haulier 
Andrew Goodman and three of 
his colleagues involved in the 
repatriation of the 8F from Turkey 
will give an evening talk about 
their adventures returning the 


locomotive to British shores 
The talk will begin at 8pm in the 
Corbie Inn in Bo'ness. 

This event has limited numbers 
and pre-booking is essential: 
email 8f.Appeal@srps.org.uk or 
call 07929 006216 for further 
information. 
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Douglas Corporation's historic horse tramway. DAVID LLOYD-JONES 


of the Isle of Man's visitor economy and 
part of our unique offering as a visitor 
destination. 

"It is disappointing that Douglas 
Corporation is not seeing the 
opportunities presented by the Isle of 
Man's new Destination Management 
Plan developed in partnership with 
public and private sectors, especially 
given that in recent years, leisure 
tourism here has seen double digit 
growth. In particular major UK travel 
companies such as Great Rail Journeys 
have started to bring substantial 
numbers of groups to the island. 

"From a conservation perspective 
the best way to preserve historic rolling 
stock is to maintain it in operation 
in a sustainable way rather than 
transferring the costs of upkeep of a 
static object to a museum or group of 
volunteers." 

Manx director of public transport 
Ian Longworth said: "There's a large 
number of groups booked with us 
this season. One operator alone is 
responsible for 4000 bed nights. Those 
clients will be expecting their visit 
to include a ride on the horse trams. 
Under the package travel regulations 
they would have the right to cancel if 
they chose." 

A group of members of the Manx 
Electric Railway Society issued a 
statement which read: "The time has 
come for the government to provide 
a lasting solution to an unhappy state 
of affairs whereby the horse line alone 
has fallen as a responsibility of Douglas 
Corporation when in fact it is a key 
component of the national economy.' 

"The public may rest assured that 
our society will not stand idly by in the 
face of this threat to another piece of 
unique Manx Heritage." 

It warned that Members of the 
House of Keys, the Manx parliament, 


who back Douglas Corporation's move 
could lose their seats in September's 
general election. 

David Christian, however, cast 
doubts on whether a voluntary group 
could take on the trams and their 
rising loss, capital repayments on a 
£2.9 million plan to amalgamate the 
rundown Tramway Terrace stables site 
with the terminus at Strathallan. 

He defended the decision to hold in 
private the special meeting of 
the 1 4 member council that sealed 
the fate of the horse tramway on 
January 21 , claiming that it had been 
made because none of the tramway 
staff were aware of what was being 
proposed. He said that the vote was 
unanimous, and that the tramway's 
three full-time members were 
informed that afternoon. 

Soaring costs 

The decision marked a U-turn, because 
last May the House of Keys was 
told that the council was "strongly 
committed"to continuing the horse 
trams. However, the soaring costs 
of plans to relocate the stables and 
concerns over the stability of the 
rock face contributed to the council's 
decision. 

A proposal had previously been 
made by the council to finance the 
scheme by a 30-year loan, costing 
£4,800,000, but last month it decided 
that the plan was not financially viable. 
If the tramway closes despite efforts 
to keep it running, the prime site 
occupied by the stables would be sold 
off for redevelopment. 

Local resident Collette Harding, 45, 
said:"People visiting the island look 
forward to the horse-drawn trams. It 
has survived two world wars and 1 40 
years of history, but cannot survive a 
council cost-cutting exercise." 


Class 58 to recreate 10000 


THE Ivatt Diesel Recreation Society, 

dedicated to the recreation of the 

pioneer LMS main line diesel 

No. 1 0000, has announced that it has 

successfully bid for Class 58 

No. 58022, which will now form the 

basis of the recreation project. 

Close examination of the drawings 
has confirmed that a Class 58 chassis 


is almost an exact match for that 
of LMS 1 0000 and the successful 
purchase will save much funding 
compared with building a new 
chassis from scratch. 

The group is now seeking a 
location where the locomotive can 
be based and the recreation be able 
to be built. 



The Show for the larger scales: 
O Gauge, G Scale, Gauge 1, 
16mm and more 


Specialist Stands 

Seethe leading suppliers 
to help you create your 
dream garden railway 
including locomotives, 
rolling stock, track and 
accessories. 


n for planning 
your garden railway - 
see live steam, gas and 
coal fired locomotives. 


Child (5-14) 


Children under 5 FREE 


Join us on facebook 

Meridienne Exhibitions LTD 


@MeridienneEx 

Follow us on Twitter 


Organised by Meridienne Exhibitions Ltd 


See up to 1 5 showcase 
layouts and displays 
from across the eras. 


Inspiration 


BOOK YOUR 
TICKETS NOW 


ONLINE FULL PRICE 
TICKETS* TICKETS** 


ADMISSION 

PRICES 


* Tickets are available via our website 
at discounted prices. 

** Full price tickets are available on the 
day from the ticket office or by phone 
before 4th March 201 6. 

Full restaurant facilities 

FREE car parking for over 2,000 cars 


1 0+ enter code GRP1 0 on website. 


www.largescalemodelrail.co.uk 


The Midlands Garden Rail 

Show - Packed with Action! 

Saturday 12th 
& Sunday 13th 
March 2016 

10.00am- 4.00pm Daily 

Warwickshire 
Exhibition Centre 

Fosse Way, Nr. Leamington Spa, CV31 1XN 
On the Junction of A425/B4455 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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L&B lodges plans for 316m 
extension to Wistlandpound 


By Robin Jones 

THE Lynton and Barnstaple RailwayTrust 
has submitted a formal application for 
planning permission for a £1 6 million 
extension. 

Revivalists want to extend the line 
westwards by 41/2 miles to Wistlandpound 
Reservoir and open stations at Blackmoor 
and Parracombe. 

The trust's outline application for 
planning permission was submitted to 
North Devon Council and the Exmoor 
National Park Authority in late January. 

Trust spokesman Tony Nicholson 
said that the extension would be North 
Devon's Eden Project. Last year the railway 
broke its previous record by carrying 
48,000 passengers, despite its short length, 
underlining the case for it becoming an 
even bigger asset in the North Devon 
tourist economy. 

Once the line is extended, the railway's 
centre of operations will be transferred 
from Woody Bay to Blackmoor Gate. The 
plans include an engineering centre and 
rolling stock sheds at Blackmoor Gate, to 
be built in a shallow valley almost invisible 
from the road. 

As reported in Heritage Railway issue 
21 0, the trust has set up a separate 
company, L&B Blackmoor Company pic, 
to purchase and operate the Old Station 
House Inn, the former Blackmoor station. 
Dividends will be issued to shareholders 
as soon as the business is sufficiently 
profitable, and the inn's location next to a 
major crossroads at the western gateway 
to Exmoor National Park has undoubted 
potential, especially when the railway 
returns. 

The Old Station House Inn will be 


redesigned to include the station as well as 
the existing pub and restaurant business 
which developed after the railway closed. 
There will be parking for 1 60 cars on the 
other side of the A399 with a pedestrian 
underpass below the road to the station. 

At the eastern end of the extension 
the temporary halt at Killington Lane 
will be removed and the site will revert 
to farmland after the cutting alongside 
has been dug out again to carry the line 
under the road and onwards down to 
Parracombe. 

The famous Parracombe Bank will be 
reconstructed with a culvert larger than a 
double-decker bus to carry the little River 
Heddon through the embankment. That 
will ensure the bank cannot be breached 
again as it was at the time of the Lyn mouth 
flood disaster on August 1 5-1 6, 1 952, with 
tragic consequences. 

The River Heddon quickly rose with 
the deluge late in the evening, and 
floodwater spilled waist-deep into many 
cottages along with the village inn. 
Meanwhile, culverts beneath the 50ft high 
embankment on the abandoned railway 
upstream from the village were blocked 
with debris brought down by the swollen 
brook. 

A huge lake rapidly built up behind 
the embankment until it could stand no 
more - and suddenly burst. A tsunami 
roared down the valley to Parracombe, 
smashing everything in its wake to rubble. 
The bridge in the centre of the village 
was obliterated, the road surface torn up 
and trees were swept right into the hotel. 
Residents retreated upstairs as the waters 
engulfed their kitchens and lounges. 

A 60-year-old man was drowned while 
trying to help his sister and his body was 
later recovered a mile downstream. 


The swollen river gathered force and 
a holiday cottage at Mill Farm a mile 
upstream from Hunters Inn was destroyed, 
the occupants, a woman from Surrey and 
her 1 4-year-old son, also being drowned. 
An estimated 50,000 tons of rubble and 
debris were swept down the Heddon 
before the floods abated. 



The route of 
the planned 
extension 
from Killington 
Lane through 
Parracombe 
and Blackmoor 
Gate to 

Wistlandpound 
Reservoir. LBR 


Parracombe Halt will be reinstated and 
the bungalow erected on the site in 1 988 
will be replaced by two houses further 
back, one of them for local affordable 
needs. 

Tony said: "If the planning applications 
are approved, the extension of the line 
will provide a major boost to the tourist 
industry of North Devon. It will directly 
support 24 full-time jobs and many 
more in the wider service sector locally. 
Apprentices will also be trained in the 
engineering centre. 

"The net local economic benefit of 
the existing one-mile railway is about 
£800,000 a year; it is calculated that the 
extended line will contribute an additional 
£62 million into the local area over the first 
1 0 years of construction and operation." 

Once this stage of the restoration is 
complete the line will be rebuilt on to 


Below: Bagnall 0-4-2T No. 3023 of 1953 
Isaac heads a rake of original Lynton & 
Barnstaple Railway coaches into Woody 
Bay last September. TONY NICHOLSON 

Lynton and back to Barnstaple, linking 
once again the two towns by rail. 

In the meantime, a shuttle bus service 
will be operated from Woody Bay to 
Lynton. Visitors will then be able to park 
their cars at Blackmoor Gate on the edge 
of Exmoor and ride through the national 
park itself without disturbing the very 
beauty and tranquillity they have come 
to enjoy. 

The applications (seven in all), can be 
read on the two authorities' websites 
at www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 
and www.northdevon.gov.uk and are 
now open to public consultation. They 
are supported by detailed technical 
studies and a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment. 

■4 If you would like to invest in the Old 
Station Inn project you can register 
your interest at www.lynton-rail.co.uk 









Weymouth harbour 
tramway set for lifting 



A boat train is hauled along the Weymouth Harbour Tramway by GWR 57XX 
0-6-0PT No. 4624 in 1962. BEN SALTER/CREATIVE COMMONS 


By Robin Jones 

WEYMOUTH'S harbour branch is set to be 
ripped up, bringing down the final curtain 
on more than 1 50 years of history, despite 
a local campaign to reopen it. 

On February 2, members of the 
Weymouth and Portland Borough Council 
Management Committee approved 
Network Rail's proposed permanent 
closure of the branch. 

Councillors said that it was a"danger"to 
the public and constraining development 
of the town, yet more than 2200 
campaigners signed a petition to turn the 
tramway into a unique heritage railway 
attraction. Campaigner Ian Brook said: 

"The track is there, to main line standards, 
and with a few repairs, it would be running 
tomorrow/ 

However, Coun Ray Nowak said:"Of 


course there is a historical interest but it is 
a danger and nobody has come up with 
a business plan backed up with some 
finance. .The line needs to go. 

"We don't have a plan for it, only some 
nice wish lists and unfortunately that's all 
they are." 

Opened in 1 865 by the GWR, the 
harbour tramway runs from a junction 
beyond the main station, through the 
streets adjacent to the Backwater and 
the harbour, to the quay. Passenger trains 
began in 1 889, transporting travellers to 
Channel Island ferries. 

Regular goods traffic ceased in 1 972, 
though fuel oil was transported to a facility 
at the pier until 1 983. Regular passenger 
services ceased in 1 987. 

There were some experiments in 1 997 
with a Parry People Mover, but this did not 
result in permanent traffic on the tramway. 


No regular services have run on the line 
since 1 990, and the last movements on 
the line were specials in April 1 995 and 
May 1999. 

In January 2009, the council was 
reported as wanting to remove the 
tramway, and the following month, 
agreed to purchase the line from 
Network Rail for £50,000, prior to a final 
decision on its future. However, the sale 


never went through. 

Trains operating over public 
thoroughfare tramway without escort 
are required to befitted with warning 
equipmentforthe general public. 

No. 1 369, the sole survivor of the 1 366 
class of pannier tanks, three of which 
famously worked over the branch until 
dieselisation in 1 962, is preserved on the 
South Devon Railway. 


SVR spring gala'pannierfest' 


Young Isambard Kingdom Brunei 
had brilliant expectations 


By Paul Appleton 

The Severn Valley Railway has 
announced the fourth visiting engine 
for its March 1 8-20 spring steam gala 
in ‘Fiockton Flyer' GWR 0-6-0PT 
No. 641 2 which is making its first visit 
to the heritage line. 

The announcement that the 
auto-fitted No. 641 2 from the South 
Devon Railway is going to be joining 
the line-up means that there will 
be three pannier tanks available to 
operate trains over the three days, 
with the visit of its classmate 
No. 6430 from the Llangollen 
Railway already announced and 
resident Hawksworth pannier 
No. 1501 also available. 

It will also be the first time that 
three auto-fitted locomotives have 
worked on the railway at the same 
time, with the two Collett panniers 
and 0-4-2T No. 1450 all expected 
to see action on two separate auto- 
trains operating'local'services during 
the gala. The two visiting panniers 


are also expected to double head 
some trains during the event. 

Completing the line-up of guest 
motive power at the gala are 
Hawksworth Modified Hall 
No. 6990 WitherslackHall from the 
Great Central Railway and Talyllyn 
Railway No. 4 Edward Thomas, which 
will be operating on a temporary 
section of 2ft 3in gauge track at one 
of the intermediate stations - yet to 
be announced, but rumoured to be 
Arley. 

The event also features the 
first gala appearance of No. 7802 
Bradley Manor fol I owi ng its return 
in November for the special Manor 
50 event. Other members of the 
resident fleet will also be in action 
on a varied timetable with a branch 
line theme, including shorter local 
trains between intermediate stations, 
full line trains and a demonstration 
goods train. 

Details of advance tickets and 
further information can be found at 
www.svr.co.uk 


THE teenage Isambard Kingdom 
Brunei was very good at maths - but 
needed to brush up on his Latin. 

That was the verdict of his teachers 
in a previously unseen school report. 
They had"brilliant expectations for 
his future"and praised the 1 5-year- 
old's drawing ability and his German. 
His behaviour was also said to be 
"beyond reproach." 

The report from the Institute of 
Monsieur Massin in Paris 1 821 is to 
go on display in Being Brunei, a new 
£7.1 million museum set to open 
on Bristol's harbourside in 201 8 
alongside his SS Great Britain. It has 
been donated to the museum by 
private collector Clive Richards. 

Brunei, the son of French engineer 
Sir Marc Isambard Brunei, was sent to 
school in Paris in 1820. While he was 
there, he won several school prizes, 
for maths, elementary maths, 

French, history and geography. 

Teacher Mr Massin, wrote:"This 


young man gave to all his teachers 
the fullest satisfaction, and he 
provides brilliant expectations for 
the future." 

The museum will display over 
1 4,000 exhibits from the University 
of Bristol and around 1 500 personal 
artefacts donated by Clive, including 
one of Isambard's famous cigars, 
half-smoked, found inside a leather 
and aluminium cigar case with'I.KB 
Athenaeum Club Pall Mall'stamped 
on the front. 

Silverware gifted to Brunei by the 
Great Western Railway Company 
in 1 845 will also feature in the new 
museum, while his Grade II Listed 
Drawing Office where he built the SS 
Great Britain is being restored to its 
1 840s'appearance. 

The SS Great Britain Trust needs 
to raise an additional £248,000 to 
complete the project, which has 
been backed by a £4.7 million grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 


Recently-built narrow 
gauge railway for sale 

A 20-mile-long, 2ft gauge railway is being offered for sale. 

Gilmerton Land Services are currently decommissioning 
the MOD munitions depot at Eastriggs near Gretna Green. 
The sale includes the track of the internal railway system 
laid between 1 990-2007. 

There are 250 points, and 90% of the line is with new 
steel sleepers, the remainder being wood. Offers in excess 
of £100 per ton are being sought for the 35lb/yard track. 

The track is described as being in exceptional condition 
and hardly used.The closing date for offers is the end of 
February 201 6, after which all will be scrapped.The buyers 
must lift the track by the end of July. 

More details are available on 01 620 880207 or by 
mailinginfo@gilmertonlandservices.co.uk 


Will Class 58s stored atToton 
all be scrapped? 

THEfuture of Class 58 is uncertain after their viewing on theToton 
fuel point on January 1 4, when it is thought they were being drained 
of liquids pending a road move to Hulls scrapyard at Rotherham. 

There has subsequently been rumours of a further sale that could 
result in a move to the UK Rail Leasings base at Leicester, but as we 
closed for press, no details of any resale had been released. 

Abroad, several locomotives have been returned from store in 
Spain to work on the newTGV line to Murcia - these now based at 
the Del Cid base of ADIF Monforte. This move has seen Nos. 

5801 5/20/24/29/30/3 1 /43/47 at work in France while at least two of 
the four locomotives currently stored at Albacete (Nos. 
58025/27/41/50) will also be returned to service. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 


Matching pair 
for Moors 


AGREEMENT has been reached 
between the owners of BR 
Standard 2-6-4T4MT No. 801 36 
and the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway for the rebuild of the 
engine to be completed at 
Grosmont. 

Its arrival will give the NYMR 
a matching pair of sequentially 
numbered examples of these 
useful tank engines, Nos. 801 35 
and 801 36, with both now likely 
to return to steam in 201 7. 
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Passenger numbers set new records 


By Robin Jones 

SEVERAL heritage railways have 
enjoyed their most successful year on 
record, according to latest figures. 

The Swanage Railway volunteers 
carried a record-breaking 21 7,000 
passengers during 201 5 - more 
than the combined populations of 
Bournemouth, Wimborne and Bridport. 

By the end of 201 5, more than 2400 
Swanage Railway steam and diesel- 
hauled passenger trains had run a total 
of more than 28,000 miles, which is 
further than travelling around the entire 
circumference of the Earth. In 2014, the 
Purbeck line carried a total of 21 6,267 
passengers. 

The Gloucestershire Warwickshire 
Railway clocked up another record 
year with 88,569 passengers carried. 

The number of Santa special tickets 
sold by 9476, itself a new high. The line 
operated on 1 72 days over the year and 
will run on 1 87 days in 201 6 - which will 
be another record. 

The Strathspey Railway said that 
more than 70,000 families, couples and 
groups rode on the line from Aviemore 
to Broomhill, with passenger figures 
doubling since 201 2. More than 9500 


passengers travelled on the Christmas 
and New Year trains alone. 

The North Norfolk Railway broke all 
records, with passenger figures rising 
from 1 61 ,054 in 201 4 to 1 65,908. The 
introduction of a new timetable in 
the July and August period allowed 
extra trains to increase the interest and 
variety of operations. 

Additional dining trains 

General managerTrevor Eady said: 

"The success of the new timetable is 
being rolled out throughout the season 
in 201 6 allowing us to drop in extra 
specialist trains whenever we feel the 
market is there. We look forward to 
trialling some additional dining trains 
also this year which are planned to 
include Cromer." 

Preliminary financial results suggest 
that the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway saw an increase in passenger 
numbers in 201 5.Turnover increased by 
around 1 0%, not all of which could be 
accounted for by increased fares, which 
went up by 4%. With fuel prices falling, 
it is hoped that 201 6 will see a further 
increase, with interest in the railway 
increased by its appearance in the big- 
screen remake of Dad's Army, released 


in UK cinemas on February 5, adding 
to its prestigious list of film and TV 
locations at a time when the 'Heartbeat 
effect' may be waning. 

The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 
reported its best-ever heritage era 
patronage with 48,000 passengers 
travelling over the mile-long line. 

The Severn Valley Railway ended a 
successful 50th anniversary year with 
over 205,000 passengers recorded. A 
year with many special anniversary 
events being staged yielded bumper 
receipts, although the record of 2005 
(252,000) was not broken. The latest 
figures are up on the 204,045 in 201 4. 

Passengers were drawn towards 
the themed weekends, leaving some 
'ordinary' weekends quieter than 
normal. The post-overhaul debut 
of LMS 4-6-0 No. 461 00 Royal Scot 
appearing alongside BR Pacific 
No. 70000 Britannia at the autumn 
steam gala drew over 7000 visitors - 
more than 1 000 more than the same 
gala in 201 4 - while the visit of new- 
build No. 601 63 Tornado throughout 
October and the November 'Manor 
50' event contributed to a strong last 
quarter, with the record-busting Santa 
season - which saw all trains sold out 


before the first train had run - resulting 
in 32,419 bookings. 

The Keighley & Worth Valley Railway 
saw visitor numbers for 201 5 slightly 
drop compared with the year before, 
to just under 1 00,000, but the amount 
they spent increased by 5%. 

Very strong Santa period 

In 201 4, the Bluebell Railway had 
1 55,238 visitors and as we closed for 
press, the 201 5 number is expected to 
be similar. The numbers were boosted 
by a well-supported Giants of Steam 
gala and a very strong Santa period, in 
which 14,323 were carried, compared 
with 13,964 in 2014. 

A total of 97,200 passengers rode 
on the South Devon Railway, around 
600 visitors down on 201 4's total of 
97,800, but revenue was 1 5% up and 
£1 million from fares was generated for 
the first time. 

The SDR's group of companies now 
turns over just under £3 million per 
annum. 

TheTalyllyn Railway saw a 9% increase 
in total revenue over 2014. 

Bodmin & Wenford Railway passenger 
numbers were 56,750, 8% down on 
201 4, but revenue stayed the same. 


World’s oldest terminus 
cut off from network 


MANCHESTER'S historic Liverpool 
Road station has been severed from 
the national network after 1 85 years, 
as Network Rail began work on its £85 
million Ordsall Chord scheme. 

The Grade I listed station, the world's 
oldest surviving railway terminus, 
which opened along with the rest of 
the Liverpool & Manchester Railway 
on September 1 5, 1 830, and which is 
now part of the Museum of Science & 
Industry in Manchester, can no longer 
accept incoming trains. 

The last day of operation on the main 
line link was January 5, when volunteers 
turned out to say farewell to the historic 
connection. 

The ripping up of the track went 
ahead following a High Court judge's 
decision to dismiss two challenges to 
the Orsdall Chord scheme by Network 
Rail's former design consultant on the 
project, Mark Whitby, who was once 
president of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, who claimed that there were 
affordable alternatives to the scheme. 

His action comprised challenges 
of theTransport and Works Act order 
and the Listed Building Consent 
and a judicial review of the planning 
permission. 

An appeal hearing related to the 
stalled legal challenge is scheduled to 
be heard by March 4. 

While heritage experts have been 
left dismayed by the decision to cut 


off the station from the main line, 
local transport chiefs have hailed the 
building of the chord as a major boon 
for transport in the city. The museum will 
continue to offer public steam train rides 
and demonstrations along the tracks left 
within the station limits. 

Mathew Jackson, former head of railway 
operations at MOSI under Steve Davies, 
and now a Northern Rail guard, attaches 
the wreath to RSH 0-4-0ST AgecroftNo.1 
prior to the final train over the main 
line link. IT57 (the number of the last 
BR steam passenger train, the 'Fifteen 
Guinea Special', in 1968) makes a fitting 
embellishment. 




Marking the 50th anniversary of the 
closure of the Somerset & Dorset Joint 
Railway system on March 5-6 along 
with several other venues will be the 
Spetisbury Station Project Group, which 
will also be commemorating the 60th 
anniversary of the station's closure on 
September 17. Since 2012, volunteers 
have been restoring this Dorset Central 
Railway station, which opened in 1860 
but closed during 1956, having been 
downgraded to an unstaffed halt in 1934. 
The long-term aim is to reconstruct the 
original buildings, but the licence granted 
by landowner Dorset County Council does 
not permit the laying of any track. SSPG 
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FOR 2016 CATALOGUE 
SEND 6 x 1st CLASS STAMPS 
+ SAE to ;« 

47A CORONATION ROAD 
PELSALL WALSALL 
WS4 1BG 


www.barrettsteiimmodels.co.uk 



pftfE ■ 25 y n ■ 


s Arty tap, any die 


H No jack of all trades, not us 


Visit us online: www.avontapdie.co.uk 

Ifs what we do. It’s all we do. Isn't it time you chose a specialist? Any tap, tap 
sot, tapping drill, die, die nut -any where -and when you need it. We’ve been doing 
this for more than 25 years, supplying the world with vital taps, dies and cutting & 
threading tools of the highest quality. No job is ever too Wg nor too small, every 
Order for us is just as important -it’s our reputation at stake as well as your deadline. 


AVON 



GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS 






GRANGE-OVER -SANDS 


£6000 


£5000 


£1850 


£4600 


III 


£25000 


£7200 


£14500 


Enter your items with complete confidence. Here are some of our stunning past results. We accept all railway related items large or small, i 

We operate a Pick-up service from anywhere in the UK. We also give FREE valuations for probate and insurance purposes. =*** 

OUR NEXT SALE IS ON 9th April 2016 

at Poynton Leisure Centre, Yew Tree Lane, Poynton, NR Stockport, Cheshire SKI 2 1PU 


IB 


LRHWRCg 


* 


- 


£10000 




£9500 


£4500 


£14000 ” £9000 

For details go to our website www.gnrauctions.co.uk or 
email davidrobinson17@btconnect.com or phone David on 0161 487 2702, 07802 553880 


£2600 


THE LEADING AUCTION IN THE NORTH 
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Caprotti 

crescendo 


B y Brian Sharpe 

THE Midland Railway - Butterley staged 
an event in January to say farewell to its 
BR Standard Caprotti 5MT 4-6-0 
No. 731 29 which has retired for overhaul 
on expiry of its 1 0-year boiler certificate. 

The engine has been a firm favourite 
with enthusiasts on account of its noisy 
performances both on home ground 
and on regular visits to heritage lines in 
other parts of the country. 

The Sunday of the farewell weekend 
saw a rare covering of snow which 
tempted a handful of photographers 
away from the second weekend of the 
Flying Scotsman's popular debut on the 
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East Lancashire Railway (see page 1 2). 

The Standard Five's retirement leaves 
Butterley without a working main line 
steam locomotive, but its place will be 
taken shortly with the return to service 
of Somerset & Dorset 7F 2-8-0 No. 53809 
which is in the final stages of overhaul. 


Above: BR Standard Caprotti 5MT 
4-6-0 No. 73129 works hard on the 
climb through the Golden Valley on 
February 16. ROBERT FALCONER 

Right: BR Standard Caprotti 5MT 
4-6-0 No. 73129 arrives at Swanwick 
Junction. BRIAN SHARPE 
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Above: BR Standard Caprotti 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73129 approaches Butterley 
station. BRIAN SHARPE 


Below: No. 73129 departs from Swanwick Junction on January 16. 

ANDREW SOUTHWELL 
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Big Somerset & Dorset gala: 
last jigsaw pieces in place 



S&D 7F 2-8-0 No. 53809, owned by the 13809 7F Preservation Group, undergoing 
the final stages of its overhaul in the Midland Railway-Butterley workshops on 
January 16. TIM MAWSON . 


EVENING Star will run again on the 
Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway main 
line - but only if you are looking from a 
distance. 

BR Standard 9F 2-1 -0-0 No. 92220, 
the last steam locomotive built for 
British Railways in 1 960, a veteran of the 
legendary'Pines Express', which ran over 
the trans-Mendip line, and also worked 
local services from Bath Green Parkin 
1 963, is now a static exhibit inside the 
National Railway Museum at York. 

Last year sister locomotive No. 9221 4 
was repainted into BR green livery 
and, with permission from the NRM, 
masqueraded as No. 92220. 

It has now been booked as the sixth 
locomotive for the Heritage Railway- 
sponsored West Somerset Railway 
Somerset & Dorset-themed March 5-6 and 
1 0-1 3 steam gala. 

While it is still in green livery; the only 
member of the class so painted in BR days 
being Evening Star, unfortunately the NRM 
has refused permission for No. 9221 4 to 
carry the name and numbers of its alter 
ego for the gala, stating that agreement 
for it to appear as such at the GCR in 201 5, 
and again in February 201 6, was on a 
limited basis and that it was not keen for 
other locomotives to carry the identity of 
National Collection engines. 

The real Evening Star has strong 
links with the West Somerset Railway 
having worked over it in 1 989 and 
1 990, contributing in a big way to the 
improvement in the fortunes of the line at 
that time. No. 92214 now carries the name 
CentralStar. 

The gala will have five other visiting 
engines with an S&D flavour plus two 
home-based locomotives that will be back 
from overhaul for the gala. 

Topping the bill will be two BR black 
S&D 7F 2-8-Os Nos. 53808, the fast-track 
1 0-year overhaul of which is now nearing 
completion at Minehead with painting 
now underway for a return to traffic in 
the coming weeks, and sister No. 53809, 
which is also nearing the end of its heavy 


overhaul at the Midland Railway-Butterley. 

Another former S&D engine, 4F 0-6-0 
No. 44422, is also expected to arrive at its 
new WSR home (where it is to be based 
for the next 25 years) during February 
after its overhaul at Crewe is completed. 
The engine will not have been repainted 
in time for the event so will appear in a 
rather work-worn BR livery. It is planned 
for the engine to take a full role in the gala 
but its activities maybe restricted a little 
depending on any work still to be tackled 
when it arrives. 

Bulleid Pacifies were S&D regulars in 
the 1 950s until the 1 962 withdrawal of 
through holiday trains, and still appeared 
on railtours after this date, so the visits of 
original Battle of Britain No. 34070 Manston 
and rebuilt Battle of Britain 
No. 34053 Sir Keith Park are very 
appropriate for the event, even though 
these two particular engines are not 
known to have worked over the S&D 
(unless readers know differently!).The line 
seemed to have its'bwn" regulars even 
though none were actually allocated to 
S&D sheds. 

No. 34070 is courtesy of the Swanage 
Railway and Southern Locomotives Ltd 
and is subject to repairs being completed 
to its slightly bent front end following a 
minor collision at Swanage recently. 

No. 34053 is courtesy of the Severn Valley 
Railway and Southern Locomotives Ltd. 

As a Barry scrapyard locomotive, it spent 
several years stored in a very derelict state 
at Williton as a source of parts for Jeremy 
Hosking's No. 34046 Braunton. 

No. 34053 will also appear during 
the event as No. 34098 Templecombe, 
a change of identity sponsored by Paul 
Blowfield of theTemplecombe station 
supporters group. For this, the backing 
plates for the nameplates will need to be 
changed as No. 34098 did not have crests 
as No. 34053 has. 

As train lengths and weights became 
bigger on the S&D in the 1 940s, the LMS 
allocated some of its then-new'Black Five' 
4-6-Os to Bath shed to work these trains 


over the 1 -in-50 gradients across the 
Mendip Hills, often piloted by 2P 4-4-0s or 
4F 0-6-0s.The type is to be represented at 
the gala by No. 45379 from the Mid Hants 
Railway, making its second visit to the WSR. 

Towards the end of the line's existence 
BR allocated Standard 4MT 2-6-4Ts that 
had become redundant as diesels took 
over their former work elsewhere. These 
engines worked the by then limited local 
services between Bath, Templecombe and 
Bournemouth and one, No. 80043, ran on 
the line's last day, March 6, 1 966 working 
a farewell special train in company with 
Stanier 8F 2-8-0 No. 48706. No. 80043, 
which had arrived in 1 963, ran the semi- 
fast and stopping services that remained 
after the Western Region diverted the 
through trains to the former GWR route 
via Oxford and Reading.The Llangollen 
Railway is sending No. 80072 to the gala 
which will run as No. 80043 for the event. 

For the first time at one of the WSR's big 
S&D galas, most trains will be worked by 
engines chimney first in both directions 
by using the Norton Fitzwarren triangle 
and the turntable at Minehead.The WSR is 
still unique as a heritage line in being able 
to do this. 

The locomotive rosters reveal some very 
interesting combinations that are sure to 
be popular. These will be published in the 
gala programme, which is available from 
the Minehead office in advance, as are 
rover tickets to save queuing on arrival at 
the railway, or from various outlets along 
the line during the event. 


Historic coach 

The Somerset & Dorset RailwayTrust is 
completing work on the long restoration 
of S&D first-class four-compartment 
six-wheel coach No. 4, built at the S&D's 
Highbridge works in 1 886 and taken out 
of service in 1 930. 

The coach then went on to be used as 
a cricket pavilion in Templecombe until 
rescue by the trust in 1 986, since when it 
has undergone extensive restoration at 
Washford and now sits on an underframe 
from LMS CCTZ van No. 6569. 

It is planned for the coach to carry 
passengers in some compartments for 
the first time in preservation with it being 
included in a short formation hauled by 
the trust's Peckett 0-4-0ST Kilmersdon, 
itself in S&D Prussian blue livery, between 
Minehead and Dunster on some gala 
days. 

The coach interior will not be 
completed in all compartments in time, so 
only limited seats will be available despite 
the best efforts of the team at Washford. 

And there's much more 

The opportunity to ride the full length of 
the WSR in a brakevan as part of the gala 
goods train workings, is now sold out. 

Also available will be a limited number 
of footplate passes to ride on the footplate 
over the full line for £1 50 or on a shorter 
trip from Bishops Lydeard and around 
the Norton Fitzwarren triangle and return 
light engine for £25. 

Both of these extra opportunities are 



The beautifully painted tender of No. 53809 in the yard at Swanwick Junction on 
January 16. TIM MAWSON 

22 Heritagerailway.co.uk 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 





very limited and are available for an extra 
charge by calling the WSR's main office 
on 01 643 704996 to discuss the options 
available. People booking these added 
attractions must also purchase a day 
rover for the day of travel. 

Other attractions will include a photo 
shoot at Minehead on theTuesday 
between the gala weekends with S&D 
motive power lined up outside Minehead 
shed and the chance to photograph 
the engines from the day's footplate 
experience trips arriving, running round 
and departing from Minehead. Access 
to the station on this day will be limited 
to those paying the small extra charge 
of £1 0 per head to take part in this event. 
The shoot will run between 1 1 am and 
3pm. It will be hosted by well-known 
professional photographer Don Bishop 
who is also one of the gala planning 
team. 

The nearby Quantock Brewery will be 
selling a new real ale at the gala from a 
beer tent on the platform at Minehead 
and from the trains. Its own real ale bar 
will be open at Bishops Lydeard.There 
will also be society and trade stands on 
the platform at Minehead and other 
locations along the line. 

The railway's home fleet of GWR/WR 
4-6-Os Nos. 7828 Odney Manor, 4936 
Kin let Hall and 6960 Ravening ham Hall 
will not be hidden away completely 
for the gala and will be displayed at 
Minehead throughout the event; this 
is a change from the previous plan to 
place them at Williton. In the shed at 
Minehead, which will be open to the 
public on weekend dates, progress on 
the overhauls ofWSR 2-6-0 No. 9351 and 
No. 6024 King Edward I can be viewed. 

Taunton Model Railway Group's model 
of Bath Green Park station, yards and 
locomotive sheds will be operating at 
Bishops Lydeard base on most gala days. 
There will also be other S&D flavoured 
layouts in the visitor centre at Bishops 
Lydeard and in theWashford Inn, which 
is located adjacent to the WSR station in 
the village. On March 11-12, the Gauge 
Museum will also welcome a 2mm-scale 
model of Burnham-on-Sea station 
courtesy of its builder Alastair Knox and 
the West Somerset Steam Railway Trust. 

Demolition train 

Diesels never worked passenger or 
freight services over the S&D, which 
remained a steam only line right to 
the end (indeed delaying the Western 
Region's desired'no steam' achievement 
by some three months until the closure in 
March 1 966) with only a very few DMUs 
working excursions over the line in the 
early 1 960s. 

However, WR diesel hydraulics in the 
shape of Hymeks and North British 
D63XX Bo-Bos (later Class 22) worked 
most of the demolition trains in the late 
1960s after closure. 

To represent this part of history the 
WSR plans to run a Hymek hauled 
'demolition train'after services end on 
Sunday, March 6; 50 years to the day after 
the end of services on the real S&D. 


Great Central Railway-based BR Standard 9F No. 92214 Central Star masquerading as illustrious sister No. 92220 Evening Star for 
the last time at Loughborough on January 30. ROBERT FALCONER 


As has been the tradition at the WSR's 
Somerset & Dorset galas in the past, 
the line's 1 1 stations will be renamed to 
represent former S&D locations, purely to 
give an extra feel to the event. 

Norton Fitzwarren will become 
Midsomer Norton; Bishops Lydeard - 
Templecombe; Crowcombe - Shepton 
Mallet; Stogumber- Henstridge; 

Williton - Evercreech Junction; Doniford 
Halt - Stourpaine & Durweston Halt; 
Watchet- Binegar;Washford - Midford; 
Blue Anchor - Bailey Gate; Dunster 
- Shillingstone and Minehead - 
Bournemouth West. 

Heritage Railway readers' day 

An extra gala day on Wednesday March 9 
will be a 'readers'day'for Heritage Railway 
magazine followers. 

On presentation of the special token 
on this page at the booking office readers 
will be able to purchase a one-day rover 
ticket for £1 0 per person. Services will 
operated by S&D locomotive types and the 
railway will run a standard timetable plus 
additional trains. 

Multi-day gala rover tickets will also be 
available, but these will be better used on 
the other gala days to get best value for 
money. 

Lamp codes and headcodes 

All trains running at the gala will carry the 
unique S&D head lamp codes of a lamp on 
the top centre bracket and lower right for 
passenger and lower left (as you look at the 
front of the loco) for goods trains to add a 
bit more flavour to the event. 

It is also planned for some trains to carry 
steam-era style headcodes to identify 
them as some of the classic through trains 
for many parts of northern England to 
Bournemouth. 

Car parking 

The event is expected to be very busy and 


parking can be difficult at Bishops Lydeard 
at special events to visitors are encouraged 
to use the free shuttle bus from Taunton 
station having either travelled to the town 
by train or parked in nearby town centre 
car parks. 

That special route 

One of the organisers, Don Bishop, said: 
"The gala is shaping up to be an exciting 
and memorable event to mark the passing 
of this most famous of cross-country 
railway routes, which holds a special place 
in the hearts of very many enthusiasts. 


Who can resist the possibility to be hauled 
by classic S&D combinations such as 4F 
and 7F, 7F and Bulleid and 7F and'Black 
Five? 

"We, the WSR's gala planning team, 
are hoping we have achieved putting on 
another great S&D gala following the very 
successful events in 1 996 and 2006 and 
that you will be able to join us and support 
it by purchasing tickets and merchandise 
from the railway to cover what is an 
expensive gala to put together, with 
around £70,000 being spent on visiting 
locomotives for starters." 


HERITAGE RAILWAY READERS' DAY 

SOMERSET AND DORSET 


Station renamings 

Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 


COMMEMORATIVE GALA 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 9,2016 

This voucher entitles the holder to purchase a 
One Day rover ticket for this special extra gala 
day at the discounted rate of £10 per head. 

Valid on Wednesday March 9, 20 1 6 only. Voucher to be surrendered at 
WSR booking office when purchasing discounted ticket. One voucher per person 
and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Voucher has no cash value. 
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Third ‘S&D’ engine 
to debut in spring 



Roger Hibbert's LMS 'Jinty' No. 47406 will appear at Midsomer Norton to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the closure of the Somerset & Dorset system. It is seen at 
Swithland sidings at its Great Central Railway home on May 11, 2014. ROBIN JONES 


By Robin Jones 


FIVE decades after its closure, the 
Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway is 
reclaiming lost territory. 

The Somerset and Dorset Railway 
HeritageTrust will, like the West Somerset 
Railway, be holding a special weekend at 
Midsomer Norton South on March 5-6 to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the closure 
of the system - with visiting LMS 'Jinty' 
No. 47406 the star attraction. 

Roger Hibbert's Great Central Railway- 
based locomotive will reprise the role of 
Radstock-based'Jinties' which shunted 
in and out of Midsomer Norton.The 
visitor will be equipped with an 82F Bath 
Green Park shed plate - and may be 
renumbered 47506. 

The event will also see a reunion 
of former locomen from Bath Green 
Park.The'Jinty'is certainly going to be 
fully occupied as it will also be running 
services over the previous weekend, 
February 27-28. 

However, the venue will soon have an 
operational 'S&D'steam locomotive of its 
own. Only two original S&D locomotives, 
7F 2-8-Os No. 53808 and 53809, which 
are guesting at the big West Somerset 
Railway S&D gala, as reported on pages 
22-23, survive. 

However, a group of trust members at 


Midsomer Norton station have nearly 
completed the conversion of Croydon 
GasWorks Sentinel 0-4-0VBT No. 71 09 
of 1 927 Joyce into one of its S&D 'sister' 
locomotives, either Nos. 1 01 or 1 02. 

Although No. 71 09 never ran on the 
S&D, there is a strong link between it and 
the low-bodied pair which, with their 
unmistakable bell-shaped smokeboxand 
boiler cladding, were needed to haul coal 
trains below Radstock'sTyning Bridge, 
which had only a 1 0ft 1 0in clearance. 

Following the success of trials of 
No. 71 09 at Newton Heath carriage works 
prior to delivery to the gasworks, the LMS 
ordered three production examples with 
slight modifications in 1 929, and two were 
sent to the S&D. 

Unusual and distinctive 

They were later renumbered by the 
LMS as 71 90 and 71 91 and following 
nationalisation became BR Nos 471 90 
and 471 91 .Their unusual and distinctive 
shape fascinated browsers of the Ian 
Allan locospotters books of the day. 

Apart from the distinctive shape, an odd 
feature about this type of Sentinel was the 
two chimneys. Each pair of cylinders was 
connected to a separate smokebox. 

No. 471 91 was withdrawn in 1959 and 
the demolition of the bridge the following 
year rendered its sister locomotive 


redundant and it too was scrapped. 

To convert Joyce into one of its 
successors off the Shrewsbury production 
line, all that was needed was for its cab to 
be lowered and modified. 

Joyce, painted black and ready to carry 
one of the numbers of the BR locomotive, 
may steam for the first time at the 
March 27-28 Easter weekend, said trust 
spokesman John Baxter. 

The only surviving example of the type, 
Joyce left Croydon on November 25, 

1 968 for Bressingham Steam Museum, 
but eventually became part of the 
56-locomotive Shropshire Collection 
assembled by collector John Lees- 
whose father had been head of the paint 
department at Sentinel's Shrewsbury 
works. 

The trust has been boosted by the 
granting of planning permission by 
Bath & North East Somerset to remove 
restrictions on operating days. Up to now, 
operations had been restricted to running 
between April and the end of October, 
stopping the trust from offering Santa 
specials and, if Easter fell in March, from 
providing a service during the schools' 
Easter holidays. 

Now the trust can offer rides on any day 
during the school holidays between 1 0am 
and 5pm, on up to 1 0 other halfdays, up 
to 1 0 evenings and on three weekends in 
December. 

A further event being planned for 
the anniversary year is a Standard 


weekend on September 10/11. It 
will commemorate the last train to 
call at Midsomer Norton, which was 
doubleheaded by BR Standard 4MTs 
Nos. 80043 and 80041. 

Trust officials had hoped to hire a 
survivor of the class for the March 5-6 
event, but found that none were available. 
It is now hoped to bring either Nos. 80072, 
80080 Oor 801 04 to the line in September. 
That weekend, the separate Somerset & 
DorsetTrust has also offered to bring its 
Peckett 0-4-0ST Kilmersdon from Washford 
to Midsomer Norton. 

Appeal for memories 

The trust has also applied to Mendip 
District Council to extend its running line 
from Midsomer Norton South station 
another half-a-mile to the Chilcompton 
Tunnel infill. 

John said:"The tunnels are now under 
hundreds of tons of rubble but a train 
would go as far as Chilcompton with a 
future plan to create a loop and small 
station so that people could get off" 

An appeal for memories of the 
Midsomer Norton South Station for a talk 
that will mark 50 years of the end of the 
line has been made by the Midsomer 
Norton Society. 

Society member Nick Walton said while 
there is plenty of literature about the 
railway there was little about the station 
itself. He can be contacted on 01 761 
414731 or by email : nlwaton@tiscali.co.uk 



Sentinel vertical-boilered 0-4-0T Joyce, which has been converted to a near-identical 
S&D sister locomotive, may steam at Midsomer Norton at Easter. ROBIN JONES 


Gartell line restages Somerset & Dorset last trains 


THE Gartell Light Railway will be running 
two special trains on Sunday, March 6, to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
closure of the Somerset & Dorset 
Joint Railway. 

For the past 25 years, the 2ft gauge 
line has been operating a regular 
passenger service along part of the 
former S&D track bed just south of 
Templecombe. 

Two nine-coach trains will be steam 
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hauled and doubleheaded in order to 
replicate as far as possible the last two 
steam-hauled passenger trains over 
the S&D. They will operate as closely as 
possible to the times that the two final 
trains ran along the section of the S&D 
currently used by the GLR. One will depart 
from Common Lane, the GLR's principal 
station, at 1 1 .30am and the other will leave 
Common Lane at 2.1 5pm. 

Passengers will be issued with a special 


commemorative ticket and may book 
either a two-course buffet lunch after the 
return to Common Lane of the 1 1 .30 train 
or an afternoon cream tea if they travel on 
the 2.1 5pm. 

The venue for both meals will be the 
GLR's Pines Buffet, where there will be an 
extensive display of S&D photographs, 
diagrams and other memorabilia collected 
over many years by local railway historian 
and S&D expert Ian Matthews, who will be 


on hand to share memories with visitors. 
Former S&D fireman Mike Baker will be 
on the footplate of one of the two steam 
locomotives. 

For more information and to obtain a 
booking form for the two special trains 
and for the two optional meals, call 01 963 
370752. Booking forms will also be 
available on February 1 3-1 4 when the GLR 
will be hosting a model railway exhibition 
and running an hourly service. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 


FOR SALE 


THE STATION MASTER'S HOUSE, LOTH, 
KW8 6HP SUTHERLAND 



Built in 1872 for the 
Duke of Sutherland's 
Railway 

A piece of Highland 
History retaining many 
original features. 

Details: 

Tel 07757 674896 
www.lothstation.co.uk 



POCKET GUIDEBOOKS TO THE PRESERVED STEAM LOCOMOTIVES OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Ex Mainline Standard Gauge 

r TPAM i nrnMrmvFs ALSO AVAILABLE 

of great Britain Ex Industrial and WD Standard Gauge 

ex mainline standard gauge ano Non Standard Gauge 

The 3 books each contain full listings incl locations 
and are illustrated with colour photographs 

% OFFER EXTENDED* 

t Buy any 2 books and we will supply the 3rd FREE 


Peach 
r book 1 

£6.99 


•Order by 3 1 st May 20 16 for 
Buy 2 Get 3rd Book FREE Offer 


Cheques, payable to 
Locomotion Books, to: Peelwalls 
Farm, Ayton, Berwickshire TD 14 5RL. 
Or use Paypal via our website. 

Tel: 018907 81064 

www.loconfiobooks.co.uk 



Ellis Clark Trains f & 
Unit 13 Baildon Mills 
Northgale, Baildon 
Shipley, West Yorkshire, BD17 6JX 



T Top prices paid for your collections 
" of model railways, diecast & tinplate 
For more info call Ellis on 07799 554491 


Call, email or post o list d 

All makes, gauges and ages considered * 

British, Continental and American 

All gauges of kit/scratch built and live steam 

Diecast and tinplate cars, lorries, buses, planes, soldiers 

Payment in your preferred method 

Happy to travel nationwide and view or collect 

Large collections a speciality 

Friendly and professional service M| 


^ NEW ^ 
e-commerce 
website 

l coming soon j 


T 01274 809317 M 07799 554491 
E ellis@ellisclarktrams.com 
W ellisdarktrains.com 


MUSEUM OF 

SCIENCE® 

INDUSTRY 

Interim Steam Railway Drivers and 
Operators 

Salary £8.50 per hour (Casual Working) 

The Museum of Science and Industry, a member of the Science Museum Group, is 
seeking Steam Railway Drivers & Operators to work in its Railway Operations team 
alongside their volunteers on a casual basis. 

Successful candidates will operate Planet, the Museum's unique replica 1830 steam locomotive 
and industrial shunter Agecroft No. 1 together with volunteers to deliver an exciting 
interpretative railway experience on the historic site where the world's first passenger steam 
trains once terminated. 

Applicants will be qualified steam locomotive drivers on a heritage railway and have strong 
experience of delivering training to a high standard. Working will primarily be at weekends and 
during school holidays in a mix of driving, firing and guarding duties. 

For further information about the Science Museum, a full job description and details of 
how to apply, please visit www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/jobs 

Closing date: Tuesday 23 February 2016 at 11:50pm 

For volunteering opportunities please visit www.msimanchester.org.uk/work-with-us 
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SR U class 2-6-0 No. 31806 and Battle of Britain Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park depart from Loughborough. Picture taken 
with prior arrangement and permission of the duty traffic manager and crews. DUNCAN LANGTREE 

Great Central goes 

Southern 


By Brian Sharpe 

THE Great Central Railway's winter steam 
gala at the end of January is always 
popular and the three-day spectacular 
generally heralds the start of the new gala 
season. 

The 201 6 event was no exception 
and it is reported that it was the most 
popular event since new-build A1 Pacific 


No. 601 63 Tornado made its passenger- 
hauling debut on the railway in 2008. 

The Saturday was exceptionally busy 
and even the wet weather on Sunday 
did not seem to discourage visitors. 

Star attractions for this year's event 
were the well-travelled Southern pair of 
U class 2-6-0 No. 31 806 from Swanage 
and Battle of Britain Pacific No. 34053 
Sir Keith Park from the Severn Valley, 


which appeared alongside six of the 
resident fleet in an intensive service of 
passenger, freight and TPO trains. 

Every train was operated by its 
rostered locomotive, with only minor 
delays which were quickly recovered. 
The temporary speed restriction was 
lifted off bridge 350 at Swithland... in fact 
the only problem reported was that the 
railway ran out of beer! 




Resident LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48624 heads a goods train away from Loughborough. ROBERT FALCON ER 
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Carrying a United States Line boat train headboard, 
SR Battle of Britain Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park departs 
from Loughborough Central on January 30. ALAN WEAVER 



Battle of Britain Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park passes the 
Mountsorrel branch junction at Swithland as SR King Arthur 4-6-0 
No. Ill SirLamiel passes with a northbound train. SIMON WEBB 


U class 2-6-0 No. 31806 approaches Kinchley Lane and meets Battle of Britain 
Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park heading for Loughborough. PAUL BIGGS 
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TV star teams up with railway 
poster expert for 10-month show 


By Geoff Courtney 

BBCTV Antiques Roadshow presenter Paul 
Atterbury has teamed up with Richard 
Furness, the country's leading railway 
poster expert, to put together one of 
the longest-running and most colourful 
railway-themed exhibitions ever staged 
in the UK. 

Due to be formally opened on March 1 9, 
the exhibition will be mounted at Dorset 
County Museum in Dorchester and will 
enjoy a 1 0-month run, until January next 
year. Entitled 'Speed to the West,' at its heart 
will be 56 posters dating from 1 91 6 to 
201 5 promoting a variety of destinations 
in Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, Devon, 
Cornwall, and the Channel and Scilly Isles. 

They are the work of some of the most 
admired railway artists of the last century, 
indudingTerence Cuneo, Charles Mayo, 
Norman Wilkinson, Claude Buckle, Frank 
Wootton, JackMerriott, Reginald Lander 
and Frank Mason. 



Larger than life: BBC television 
personality Paul Atterbury, who is 
organising a major railway poster and 
railwayana exhibition in Dorchester 
that will run for 10 months. Paul is 
seen here with the John Betjeman 
statue at London St Pancras. 

GEOFF COURTNEY 


Capital express: SR Battle of Britain Pacific No. 34058 Sir Frederick Pile heads the 
'Atlantic Coast Express' out of Salisbury bound for London Waterloo on August 
1, 1963. Both Salisbury station and the ACE will be highlights of an exhibition in 
Dorchester that will run from March to next January. NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE 
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Mayo will be on display, with two Cuneos 
showing departures from Paddington and 
Waterloo stations. 

The main exhibition room will be a riot 
of colour with posters of Bristol, Wiltshire, 
Somerset, Devon, Cornwall and the 
Channel and Scilly Isles, and a Dorset local 
show will be in a smaller area." 

Richard, whose acclaimed Poster to 
Poster series of coffee table books has 
been a big hit and is a major reason for the 
recent surge of interest in railway posters, 
said the exhibition, while focusing on the 
past, would not forget the present, with 
four 21 st century artworks comprising 
three by Stephen Millershipand a painting 
by Bryan Evans of No. 6023 King Edward II 
on the 'Torbay Express! 

Recounting the history of railway 
posters, Paul, who is 70, has been a railway 
enthusiast since childhood and is the 
author of 20 railway books, said:"Railway 
companies began to use colourful posters 
to promote popular destinations in the 
late 1 9th century, but the two great eras 
were the inter-war years and the 1 950s. The 
Big Four, for example, commissioned an 
astonishing range from the leading artists 
and designers of the day. 

"The posters had a clear message, 
encouraging train travel to destinations 
all over Britain, and typical is the west 
of England, a holiday and leisure region 
largely created by the railway!' 

Dr Jon Murden, director of Dorset 
County Museum, said:"l am really excited 
about this exhibition.The posters and 
railway memorabilia we will be exhibiting 
are within living memory for many people, 
forming a direct link to the past. Added to 
that, the posters are things of beauty in 
their own right." 

A 60-page souvenir booklet of the 
exhibition will, in addition to describing 
the posters, look at the history of trains to 
the West Country, examine in detail the 
'Cornish Riviera Express'and 'Atlantic Coast 
Express,' and incorporate some evocative 
archive black and white photographs. 


Limited service: GWR No. 6021 King Richard II approaches Exeter St David's with a Down 'Cornish Riviera Limited' in 1958. 

BR Western Region used the title 'Limited' rather than 'Express' on this crack train between 1956 and the summer of 1958, 
although from earlier that year 'Express' was also used. On the left is an SR Class E1/R 0-6-2T waiting for its next duty 
banking a train up the 1 -in-37 gradient to Exeter Central. The 'Cornish Riviera' will be featured in a 10-month railway poster 
and railwayana exhibition that opens in Dorchester on March 19. BEN BROOKSBAN K/CREATIVE COMMONS 


by relevant loco nameplates, headboards, 
station totems, models and ephemera. 
Nothing is more evocative of the golden 
age of travel than a classic railway poster, 
be it a gloriously sunny beach or harbour 
scene, a landscape in wonderful colours, a 
town or city view populated with elegant 
people, ora streamlined locomotive 
heading a Pullman train." 

A rather special event 

"The posters in the exhibition will include 
many famous images which will be 
bound to excite visitors and provoke 
many personal travel memories. We will 
be celebrating the great railway holiday 
routes in the west of England and also 
focusing on such trains as the'Atlantic 
Coast, ''Cornish Riviera'and 'Devon Belle' 
expresses." 

As the exhibition's planning reached 
an advanced stage, Richard Furness said: 
"We are determined to make this a rather 
special event. 

"At the entrance the original 1 939 
'Speed to the West' poster by Charles 


Sherborne, Maiden Newton and Exmouth, 
SR target signs from Wool, Wimborne and 
Broadstone, a 'Cornish Riviera Express' 
headboard, and a range of publicity 
material and ephemera. 

Paul is a trustee of Dorset County 
Museum, and it was the award of a £1 0 
million Heritage Lottery Fund grant for a 
major rebuild that sowed the seed forthe 
exhibition. 

"We were looking for one big exhibition 
before the rebuild, and I talked to Richard, 
who I know well, "he said. 

"We came up with the idea of'Speed 
to the West'- 50-plus golden age posters 
covering the west of England, supported 

West Country gateway: This rare 
poster promoting Penzance as the 
gateway to Land's End will be an 
historical part of a railway poster and 
railwayana exhibition that opens in 
Dorchester on March 19. It was issued 
by the GWR in 1920 and was the work 
of William Lias (1885-1941). 

RICHARD FURNESS 


Range of publicity material 

Other highlights expected to be on 
display include three live steam 3T^in 
gauge models - GWR Nos. 1 005 County 
of Devon and 601 1 King James I with SR 
No. 905 Tonbridge; the last representing 
a class that used to haul expresses 
from London to Bournemouth - and 
railwayana including locomotive 
nameplates. There will also be totem 
station signs from Salisbury, Weymouth, 
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‘USA tank’ pair reunited 
for S&D anniversary 


TWO 'USA tanks' have arrived on 
Somerset & Dorset metals in time for the 
50th anniversary of the closure of the 
system - and one of them may steam 
on the date. 

Project 62, which owns two 
Yugoslavian-built 'pirate' copies of 
USATC O-6-OTs, now carrying the mock 
BR numbers Nos. 30075 and 30076, 
have reunited them at the North 
Dorset RailwayTrust's headquarters at 
Shillingstone station. 

Both were built to the design of the 
original USA tanks that were introduced 
during the Second World War and were 
used both in the UK and mainland 
Europe, with some members of the class 
remaining in service with the Southern 
Region until July 1967. 

No. 30075 was constructed in 1 960 
and worked at the Store Steel works in 
Yugoslavia, from where it was originally 
purchased for preservation in 1 990 and 
transported to the UK. It was returned to 
working order and initially saw service 
on the Swanage Railway. 

Not currently serviceable and 


requiring work on its boiler, firebox and 
running gear, assessments will now be 
undertaken to see howto progress the 
work in order to get it into operational 
condition as soon as possible. 

No. 30076, which was built in 1 954, 
was similarly in industrial use in 
Bosnia Herzegovina, being acquired 
by Project 62 members from the 
ArcelorMittal Zenica works in 2006. It 
has been estimated that it will cost at 
least £50,000 to return this locomotive 
to working order and this will be a 
longer-term project. Both locomotives 
were allocated as Class 62 locomotives 
in their industrial use, hence the name 
of the owning group. 

The pair were loaded and moved 
to their new home on January 20 
by Allelys Transport. No. 30075 was 
collected from the Great Central 
Railway (Nottingham) while No. 30076 
was moved from secure storage in the 
West Midlands, with both locomotives 
meeting for the first time in several 
years at Rownhams Services on the 
M27.The last time they were together 



Yugoslavian-built 'USA tank' No. 30075 at Shillingstone station on January 31 . 
It will appear to be in steam on March 5-6. BOB BUNYAR/PROJECT 62 


was at the Mid Hants Railway. From 
the service station the pair were driven 
in convoy to Shillingstone, arriving at 
5pm and unloaded that evening, with 
local residents turning out to see the 
new arrivals. 

For the closure anniversary 
weekend of March 5-6, Project 62 
will make it appear that No. 30075 
is in steam, even though it has no 
boiler certificate. The staging will 
be completed with a crew on the 
footplate in full gear. 


Project 62's press officer Bob 
Bunyar's new book Somerset & Dorset 
Swansong will be published at the 
beginning of March. 

Shares are still available in both 
locomotives and details can be found 
at www.project62.supanet.com 
Details of the North Dorset Railway 
Trust and the Shillingstone Station 
Project can be found at www. 
shillingstone-railway-project.org.uk 
The station site is normally open on 
Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays. 


Errol Lonsdale to return to steam 


THIS year's Stoomcentrum Maldegem 
steam festival in Belgium will be held 
over the weekend of April 30-May 1 with 
the theme of the'Steaming '60s' with 
British locomotives at the fore. 

The planned visiting locomotive on 
the standard gauge will be No. 50 3696- 
7, a Class 50.35 2-1 0-0 from the East 
German Reichsbahn, which is normally 
based on the Three Valleys Railway at 
Mariembourg. 

Authentic WD livery 

However, a highlight of the event 
will be the full return to service of the 
Maldegem-based Hunslet Austerity 
0-6-0ST No. 3796 of 1 953, No. WD1 96 
Errol Lonsdale, the restoration of which 
is in the final stages. It will appear in 
an authentic WD livery as yet unseen 
in preservation. No. 1 96 spent much 
of its working life on the Longmoor 
Military Railway in Hampshire in blue 


livery, where it gained stardom in the 
film The Great StTrinian'sTrain Robbery, 
appearing with George Cole and several 
pupils on the footplate. 

First preserved on the Mid Hants 
Railway, where it was named Errol 
Lonsdale in March 1 978 by Maj Gen 
Errol Lonsdale, Col Commandant of the 
Royal Corps of Transport from 1 969-74, 
it arrived on the South Devon Railway 
in the days of the line's operation by the 
South Devon RailwayTrust in the 1 990s. 

It was repainted from LMR blue livery 
and given BR black livery as 'BRJ94 
No. 68011.' 

Errol Lonsdale was sold by the SDR in 
2009 and moved abroad. 

Maldegem hopes to be able to steam 
three other serviceable locomotives 
in formerTunstead Quarries Avonside 
0-4-0ST Fred, LaMeuse 0-6-0T Bebert and 
St Leonard 0-4-0T Yvonne. 

An intensive service will run to Eeklo 


on the standard gauge. On the narrow 
gauge line, trains will be operated by 
Kerr-Stuart 0-4-0ST Peter Pan, together 
with another yet-to-be-confirmed 
locomotive from the UK. 

In Maldegem, a display of military 
vehicles representing the Belgian Congo 
crisis and the Korean War is planned and 
preserved buses from the 1 960s will also 
be present. 

Able to arrange pick-up 

For groups from the UK travelling via 
P&O Ferries from Hull to Zeebrugge, 
Stoomcentrum is able to arrange 
pick- up at the ferry terminal and 
transfers to and from Maldegem by 
preserved bus, or alternatively, from 
Aalter or Brugge main line stations for 
groups arriving by train. 

For further details, visit 
www.stoomcentrum.be or telephone 
003 250 716852. 


New date set for 
Growler comeback 

THE Growler Group, owner 
of Class 37 D6948/37218, has 
advised that the proposed 
relaunch of its locomotive on 
March 19 has been postponed 
as there is insufficient time for 
proper testing after completion 
of the engine's overhaul, which 
proved to be more extensive 
than was expected when it 
began last September. 

Although the work is expected 
to be completed by the end of 
February, the group feels that 
the timescale is insufficient to 
give the fullest testing before its 
public relaunch, which may now 
take place at the Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway's diesel 
weekend on July 29-31 . 


Ffestiniog steam in King’s Cross 


FOLLOWING its highly successful visit 
to Paddington station in 201 3 to mark 
the 150th anniversary of steam on the 
Ffestiniog Railway, the line's George 
England 0-4-0STT No. 1 Princess will 
return to its home town for only the 
second time since 1 863. 

From February 12-21, Princess will 
have pride of place on the Western 
Concourse of King's Cross station, 
alongside the base of the column 
supporting the new overall roof. 

Built at George England's works in 


New Cross in 1 863, Princess will be 
accompanied by two of the Ffestiniog 
& Welsh Highland Railway's fleet of 
four-wheeled carriages, Nos. 1 and 12. 

Later this year, Quarry Hunslet 
0-4-0ST Velinheli, visiting from the 
Launceston Steam Railway, will 
promote the F&WHR at both the 
Shrewsbury and Southport flower 
shows, again with Nos. 1 and 1 2. 

It will return to Snowdonia for the 
Welsh Highland Railway's Super Power 
gala in September. 


Swansea tram body retrieved 


THE Amman Valley Railway Society 
has rescued the body of a tram 
which had been used as a poultry 
shed for nearly a century. 

The society is unsure of the 
identity of the tram, but it was 
believed to have begun life as a 
horse-drawn car in 1 890. 

It was withdrawn in 1 927 and sold 
to a local farmer at Brynamman in 
the Black Mountains. 

The body was discovered 


around two decades ago and 
some preliminary restoration work 
started. The seats are in storage at 
Swansea Museum. 

However, the body now has to 
be moved in order to make way for 
building work. 

It will now be based at the 
society's headquarters on 
Llansamlet while an appeal for 
funds and practical help to restore it 
is underway. 
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At last! Leadhills will be 
reconnected to Wanlockhead 



The sign proclaiming that the Leadhills & Wanlockhead Railway is the highest adhesion-worked line in Britain. HUGH DOUGHERTY 


By Hugh Dougherty and Robin Jones 

A 20-year wait by Scotland's Lowthers 
Railway Society to extend its 2ft gauge 
line, Britain's highest adhesion railway, 
into Wanlockhead, is over. 

The Leadhills & Wanlockhead Railway 
has announced that Buccleuch Estates 
is to grant the society a 25-year lease on 
the former Caledonian Railway trackbed 
into the village. 

Society secretary, Harvie Paterson, 
said: "Lowthers Railway Society has been 
promised a 25-year lease by Buccleuch 
Estates of a piece of land, which is part of 
the trackbed of the former Caledonian 
Railway branch line from Elvanfootto 
Wanlockhead. 

"This will enable an extension into 
Dumfries and Galloway to the edge of 
Wanlockhead, up to the Radar Road, 
close to the site of the original station." 

Stonewalled by farmer 

Several earlier bids to extend the 
Leadhills & Wanlockhead Railway from 
its current terminus at Glengonnar, were 
stonewalled by a tenant farmer who 
refused to allow the railway access to the 
well-defined cutting and embankment 
which gives access to Wanlockhead. 

However, that tenancy has now been 
bought out by Buccleuch Estates and 
the way is clear to take the railway 
into the village to link up with existing 
attractions. These include the Museum 
of Lead Mining, traces of lead mining 
railways, the only remaining example 
of a waterbucket mine pumping beam 
engine in the UK and the world's first 


lending library. 

The lease is expected to be concluded 
later this year, which also marks the 
30th anniversary of the first narrow 
gauge trains being run by the society at 
Leadhills. 

The railway already has tracklaying 
material stockpiled for the extension 
with the intention of running the extra 
quarter of a mile into Wanlockhead, 
giving the line an overall length of 
around one mile; this always having 
been part of its plans. 


Meanwhile, the society is also 
welcoming a bid by Wanlockhead 
villagers to explore the possibility of 
a community buyout under the Land 
Reform Act (Scotland) 2003, which 
would give a community buyout 
company rights of first refusal on land 
needed for the benefit of the village. 

Industrial heritage 

The intention is to strengthen the 
village's industrial heritage offering 
and tourism potential, as well as seeing 


off potential windfarm proposals, all 
of which is seen as strengthening the 
railway's potential, especially after it 
arrives in Wanlockhead. 

The original Leadhills & Wanlockhead 
Light Railway was a seven-mile standard 
gauge branch built to serve mining 
settlements, linking them to the Carlisle 
to Carstairs main line. The line was 
opened in 1 901 -02, and was worked by 
theCR. 

After the world lead price slumped 
in the 1 920s, the line sustained heavy 
losses and was closed to passengers 
on December 31 , 1 938, and to freight 
shortly afterwards. 

Wanlockhead station was the highest 
in Scotland, at 1 498ft above sea level. 

The average gradient of the line was 
1 -in-42 and the maximum speed was 
20mph. 

The only stations were Elvanfoot, 
the junction station on the main line, 
and Leadhills and Wanlockhead.The 
passenger stations did not have raised 
platforms, and the passenger carriages 
had three levels of step board that folded 
down to enable passengers to board. 

The biggest significant structure on 
the line was Rispin Cleugh viaduct, built 
from concrete by Sir Robert McAlpine & 
Co. It was blown up in 1 991 . 

The revived section runs about two 
thirds of a mile westwards from Leadhills 
to the border of South Lanarkshire and 
Dumfries and Galloway. Terracotta bricks 
from the demolished viaduct were used 
to clad a signalbox at Leadhills station. 

Trains are currently diesel worked with 
the locomotive propelling the train uphill 
away from Leadhills.The rack-and-pinion 
Snowdon Mountain Railway is higher. 



Hunslet 4wDH No. 6347 of 1975 with its train at the heritage era station of Glengonnar. HUGH DOUG H ERTY 
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On December 19, the crew of GWR 0-6-0PT No. 4612 about to depart Bodmin 
General with a Santa special, with a combined age of 60 years. Matt Jones (left) 
is a web designer, and lives and works in Plymouth. Fireman Paul Foster (35) is a 
geologist, and lives and works in Redruth. BWR 


Generations 
apart at 
Bodmin 
General 

WHILE many heritage railways have 
the problem of not being able to recruit 
sufficient volunteers born since 1 980, 

1 2 years after the demise of steam on 
BR,the Bodmin &Wenford Railway has 
bucked the trend. 

The generation that knew everyday 
steam over the whole network are now 
well into their 60s, 70s and 80s, and 
those pioneers of preservation may no 
longer be active on heritage railways. 
This situation leads to widespread fears 
that in the near future the sector may 
not have enough crews or maintenance 
staff to sustain operations at their 
current level. 

The BWR currently has four passed 


firemen aged under 30, with more in the 
trainee pipeline. Last November, Matt 
Jones was passed out as the railway's 
youngest ever steam locomotive driver, 
aged 25. 

The web development manager, 
who lives in Plymouth, completed his 

The same scene four days 
later sees driver Courtney 
Berryman (left) and fireman 
Jimmy James, with a 
combined age of 142 years! 
Courtney started his railway 
career as a cleaner at Truro 
shed (83F) in 1957. Jimmy 
would have been one of those 
from the legion school boys in 
short trousers trainspotting 
on the footbridge at the north 
end of Crewe station. BWR 


first solo turn as driver on December 
1 9. He started volunteering at the West 
Somerset Railway in his early teens 
when he was living in Taunton. 

After his family moved to Mount near 
Bodmin, Matt became a trainee fireman. 
He began a course at the University 
of the West of England in Bristol in 
computer studies, but still managed to 
spend time developing his interest in 
steam railways. 

A railway spokesman said: "This is a 
considerable achievement, given the 
lengthy and demanding process that 
the qualification for steam locomotive 
driver requires." 

Yet more young people are still 
required to safeguard future viability, 
at a time when no one can afford to sit 
back and expect a surge of prospective 
volunteers to come through the doors 
automatically. 



New roadway into Ffestiniog Boston Lodge Works 


IT will soon be easier to access the 
Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railway's 
historic Boston Lodge by road as well 
as by rail. 

The existing access driveway is 
narrow and subsidence means it 
is in urgent need of replacement. 
However, February and March will see 
the reconstruction of the road access 
to the works at the Merioneth end of 
the Cob embankment. 

General manager Paul Lewin said: 
"The road access to our workshop 
is very old and sited on what was 


the seashore before the Cob was 
built. The roadway has survived 
remarkably well over the years, 
but storm damage a few years ago 
uprooted some large trees disturbing 
the stability of the road and drains in 
the area. 

"Since then retaining walls have 
also fallen in places and other large 
trees are leaning. Recent heavy rains 
have not helped. Without the access 
road the works and the railway would 
quickly grind to halt." 

Boston Lodge is a major local 


employer, with a staff of 40 from 
across Gwynedd, augmented by a 
large volunteer workforce creating 
many additional indirect jobs in the 
area. 

Working with Ymgynghoriaeth 
Gwynedd Consultancy, a new access 
ramp, parallel to the old one, is being 
constructed over four weeks as the 
first phase of a major investment in 
the world's oldest railway workshop 
that is still operating in the world. 

The original access ramp will remain 
in use as part of the Wales Coast Path. 


Swindon’s works hooters to sound again 


HARMONY and discord will form very 
different sonic approaches to Swindon's 
plans to mark the centenary of Brunei's 
GWR workshops. 

Organisers of Swindon 1 75, a year-long 
series of events, plan to sound the 
town's famous hooters, which blasted 
a steam-powered wall of sound across 
the town at regular intervals to get rail 
workers up in the morning, on March 24. 

The hooters also let their wives know 


that they were about to come home 
when the shift ended. 

It will be the first time since train 
production ended at the plant, a few 
years before BREL closed the works 
in 1 986, that the hooters, which are 
mounted on the wall of STEAM - 
Museum of the GWR, will be heard. 

A new version of Brunei the Opera, 
first written and performed in 2003 and 
performed locally again in 2006 to mark 


the engineer's 200th birthday, will be 
staged. 

The updated version, The Little Man in 
the Tall Hat, will be staged over July 9-10. 

There will also be a performance by 
the Swindon Symphony Orchestra. 

The town will also be celebrating 
the bicentenary of GWR Locomotive 
Engineer Daniel Gooch's birth. It was 
Gooch, who in 1 840, recommended 
Swindon to Brunei as a site for the works. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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WSRA members demands 
force February meeting 


By Robin Jones 

MOVES to call an extraordinary general 
meeting to remove six West Somerset 
Railway Association trustees have begun. 

As reported in Heritage Railway issue 
210, the association appointed railway 
photographer, Robin Coombes,to chair 
an independent enquiry into its affairs, 
following criticism both from members 
and the separate West Somerset Railway 
pic, with whom the group has had 
disputes lasting two years. 

However, one of the key 
recommendations of the report was for 
all of the trustees to resign immediately, 
to allow the association to rebuild 
and have a fresh start under new 
management. 

On December 1 4, the association's 
trustees met to consider the Coombes 1 
report and resolved that they would all 
stand down at the next annual general 
meeting. 

Furthermore, chairman Peter Chidzey 
and vice-chairman Ian Aldridge and 
David Williams also agreed to stand 
down from their respective roles with 
immediate effect - but remain as trustees 
until the agm. 

Frank Courtney, a volunteer guard 
who runs theThomas theTank Engine 
events for the WSR was co-opted to 
serve as acting chairman, while Michael 
Rowe, who had been working as an 
intermediary between the association 


and the pic, was also enlisted. Frank said 
after his appointment:"lt is essential, if it is 
to survive, that the association becomes 
again the main membership body that 
both volunteers and others associated 
with the railway want to join. It is also 
absolutely essential that the association 
engages and works with the pic and 
other organisations on the railway in a 
positive and constructive way. This we 
intend to do." 

Call for major change 

However, an agm will not be held 
until July - and dissatisfaction with 
association members, including the 
Reform Group, which has been highly 
critical of the serving trustees and has 
repeatedly called for major change, 
wants the six to step down now. Fears 
have been expressed that while the 
six will honour their pledge to stand 
down, they would immediately offer 
themselves for re-election. 

Rebels have now begun moves to oust 
the six - and within three days in January, 
amassed the 285 members'signatures 
necessary to hold an egm. 

Taunton resident, Barrie Childs, a 
member of the Reform Group, saidi'The 
response from WSRA members has been 
tremendous. Within 24 hours we had 
more than 50 signatures. On Monday 
1 24, yesterday 241 and today the total 
has leapt to 305, enough to force the 
WSRA to hold a meeting. I thought the 


postman was going to have a hernia! 

"We urge all association members to 
engage with the process and vote for a 
bright future for our association." 

The rift between WSR pic and its 
supporting body began in 201 3 when 
the latter mounted a surprise rival bid 
to buy the freehold of the line. That 
dispute ended with vendor Somerset 
County Council withdrawing the sale 
offer. Association members voiced their 
dissent by bringing the 201 4 agm to a 
halt with a mass walk-out. 

The trustees expelled four members of 
the nine-strong Reform Group; barrister 
Robin White, Ken Davidge, Jeff Price, and 
retired Sussex Police Chief Constable Paul 
Whitehouse, and suspended trustee Ian 
Colby, a volunteer signalman on the line 
for 25 years. 

As reported in issue 205, at a hearing 
at Bristol Civil Justice Centre on July 21 
last year, the association was left facing 
a £1 7,000 legal bill despite successfully 
defending an action brought by Paul 
Whitehouse, to stop him being expelled 
from the group. The judge turned down 
his application for an injunction on the 
grounds that such an action should be 
activated by the Charity Commissioners, 
but said that the reasons given by the 
association for the termination of his 
membership were "woefully inadequate," 
and made no order for costs against him. 

At we closed for press, the number of 
signatures by members demanding an 


egm had passed the 400 mark, and the 
trustees were to meet on February 1 5 to 
discuss the situation. 

In the meantime, the Charity 
Commission is looking into the surprise 
sale of the association's sharehold in GWR 
prairie No. 41 60, as reported in issue 
208, and whether there was a conflict of 
interest involving an association trustee 
or agent. 

Llangollen Railway's 
workshops 

In the meantime, the directors of the 
locomotive's owning company have 
decided that it will go to the Llangollen 
Railway's workshops for overhaul. 

In a statement, the company said: 

"The reasoning behind the decision is 
that the Llangollen Railway currently 
has spare capacity available in its 
locomotive programme to be able to 
start the overhaul immediately. "All 
other contractors, including the WSR, 
would not have been able to start for 
sometime. 

"This decision is good news for both 
the WSR and 41 60 as it represents the 
quickest means of returning this popular 
locomotive to service. The WSR Chief 
Mechanical Engineer (Andrew Forster) 
has been invited to participate as a 
consultant during the overhaul." 

The company's other locomotive. Class 
09 shunter D41 07, continues on hire as a 
pilot at Bishops Lydeard. 


IN BRIEF 


^ -4 THE Severn Valley Railway's 

Class 1 4 'Teddy Bear' D9551 
will return to service on June 6 
when it will work the 1 1 .45am 
Kidderminster-Bridgnorth, 
1.43pm Bridgnorth-Highley; 
2.26pm Highley-Bridgnorth 
and 3.42pm Bridgnorth- 
Kidderminster trains. It will 
also work the same diagram on 
September 5 and 19-21. 

■4 THE boiler of the Ain Valley 
Railway's former Gresford Colliery 
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0T No. 1243 
of 1 91 7 Rich boro has passed its 
steam test at the works of Ian Storey 
Ltd at Hepscott, Morpeth, and will 
be returned shortly to Alnwick 
Lionheart where it will be returned 
to the locomotive's frames and 
piped up. 

■4 A1 A Locomotives has bought 
Class 31 /4 No. 31 41 4 from the 
Ecdesbourne Valley Railway. 
Funding came from a consortium 
of members in an arrangement 
similar to that used to purchase 
Class 40 No. 401 06 through the 
Class Forty Preservation Society. 
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The trial fitting of a frame stay and 
i the front boiler support on December 

| 14.A1SLT 



Above: The P2's pony truck and 
Cartazzi wheels on January 12 
following proof machining. A1SLT 
Right: Taking shape: P2 No. 2007 Prince 
of Wales inside Darlington Locomotive 
Works on January 18. A1 SLT 



P2 steaming towards rolling chassis 


| TH E design and construction of Grsley P2 
| 2-8-2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales - the world's 
| fastest-growing standard gauge new- 
| build steam project - continues apace. 

With some delay in being able to 
i finalise the design ofthecrankaxle,the 
| opportunity has been taken to bring 
I forward other parts of the locomotive 
| build including the footplating, cab and 
| smokebox. 

The last of the cast-steel frame stays, 
i the pony truck top and the front boiler 
! support have been machined and trial 
i assembled to the frames. 

The first of the large frame stays, which 
I have been redesigned, as fabrication is 
| presently being manufactured by North 
i View Engineering Solutions in Darlington. 


The frame stay and inside motion bracket 
not only holds the frames together but 
also supports the inside cylinder slide bars. 

On the original P2 design it also had 
a saddle incorporated to support the 
front of the boiler where it joins on to the 
smokebox. 

The pony truck, Cartazzi and tender 
wheels have all been proof machined by 
Multi-Tech Engineering at Ferrybridge and 
will be delivered to Darlington shortly. 

Timsons Engineering at Kettering has 
been contracted to machine all the axle 
and cannon boxes along with the spacer, 
seal, grease thrower and abutment rings 
required to fit the bearings to the axles and 
axleboxes. 

The smokebox platework kit has been 

Find us on w 


profiled and shaped by SMThompson 
at Middlesbrough in CorTen corrosion 
resistant steel, as seen on unpainted 
steel bridges and the Angel of the North 
sculpture. Meanwhile South Lines Foundry 
at Spalding has almost completed the 
pattern for the Kylchap double chimney 
and Timsons has started machining the 
doorframe. 

Boro 1 Foundry of Lye in the West 
Midlands has completed machining 
and drilling the tender frame plates and 
has arranged delivery to Darlington. It is 
hoped to have a rolling chassis this year. 

■4 For details of how to get on board 
with the P2 project, visit www.p2steam. 
com, email enquiries@p2steam.com or 
call 01 325 4601 63. 
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Taffy tank 
in ‘Little 
Switzerland’ 

By Brian Sharpe 

IN this exceptionally mild and wet 
winter, snow has been in short supply 
but much of the Midlands woke up to 
a covering on Sunday, January 1 7, and 
remarkably this coincided with a photo 
charter organised by Martin Creese of 
30742 Charters. 

Visiting the Churnet Valley Railway is 
GWR 0-6-2T No. 561 9, nominally based 
on the Telford Steam Railway but has 
been active recently on the Bodmin 
& Wenford Railway. Matched with the 
Churnet Valley Railway's mixed goods 
train, some memorable images were 
recorded as the goods train made its 
way through the valley, which lived 
up to its name of 'Little Switzerland'on 
the day. 



GWR 0-6-2T No. 5619 runs through 
Consall Forge station. PH I LWATERFI ELD 


Vintage tram restorer crushed while jacking it up to change tyres 


AN engineer was crushed to death by 
a nine-ton vintage tram that he was 
converting into a mobile cafe to sell 
cream teas, an inquest heard. 

On May 3 last year, George Manser, 
64, owner of George Manser Precision 
Engineering of Sarisbury Green in 
Hampshire, used two five-ton ratchet 
jacks to lift the huge vehicle up at the 


bottom of the drive of his Barnes Lane 
home, so he could replace the tyres 
before an MoT test, the hearing was told. 

However, the tram was positioned on 
a 7.5° slope - causing it to topple on to 
him and pinning him against a ladder, 
leaving him unable to breathe. 

He was found "motionless" by a close 
friend Billy Bowers, the inquest at the 


Guildhall in Portsmouth heard. He 
was confirmed dead at the scene by 
ambulancemen, after fire crews spent 
an hour freeing him. 

Forensic engineer Charles Simmons- 
Jacobs said that Mr Manser was in the 
process of jacking the tram up and had 
not yet put any support under the tram 
before working on it. 


Karen Harrold, assistant deputy 
coroner for Portsmouth and south 
east Hampshire, recorded a verdict of 
accidental death. 

His brother William said afterwards: 
"We as a family are very saddened by 
his death, but hope that it will remind 
people to check their equipment and 
workspace." 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Heavy freight 2-8-0 tops 
Severn Valley charts again! 


By Paul Appleton 

FOR the second year running, Churchward 
2-8-0 No. 2857 has proved to be the most 
consistent performer in the Severn Valley 
Railway's operational steam fleet. 

The 1 91 8-built engine has clocked up 
1 0,828 miles during the 201 5 season, 
slightly more than the 1 0,477 it managed 
during 201 4. Average total mileage on the 
railway is between 55-60,000, so No. 2857 is 
consistently contributing between 18 and 
20% of the total mileage in a fleet of eight 
to 10 locomotives. 

For 201 5 though, it was a tight-run 
thing, with lvatt4MT mogul No. 43 106 
coming a close second with 1 0,247, just 
581 miles fewer, which equates to around 
1 8 round trips, or nine days in traffic - each 
locomotive normally undergoing two 
round trips on the 1 6-mile line each day 
they are rostered. 

Third highest mileage for 201 5 was 
Southern Locomotives Ltd's Bulleid light 
Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park, with 81 30 
miles. 

Meanwhile, the operational fleet has 
been enjoying a well-earned winter 
break after what was a sell-out Santa 


special season in December, with 
annual maintenance being carried out 
at Bridgnorth during the six-month 
shutdown before services get underway 
again for February half-term week. 

Routine maintenance 

Other than full 1 2-monthly exams, work 
carried out has included new copper 
steam pipes on recently restored No. 

7802 Bradley Manor, as these were not 
available at the time the locomotive was 
undergoing overhaul, a valve and piston 
exam on No. 781 2 Erlestoke Manor, 
with Hawksworth 0-6-0PT No. 1 501 , 
Bulleid light Pacific Nos. 34053 and 34027 
Taw Valley, Collett auto-tank No. 1 450 
and Churchward small prairie No. 4566 
all requiring nothing more than routine 
maintenance and boiler washouts. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the largest 
amount of work has been needed on the 
two highest-mileage engines, with 
No. 2857 receiving new copper steam 
pipes, repairs to its firebox lap seams and 
its leading tender wheelset removed 
so that its right-hand axlebox could be 
remetalled. No. 43106 meanwhile has had 
what amounts to a partial bottom-end 


overhaul, with a full valve and piston exam, 
resulting in its valves being re-bored, three 
new valve heads fitted, a new set of piston 
rings and its piston rods ground true. 
Further work has included machining of 
the expansion links, new die blocks fitted, 
slide bars reground, crossheads remetalled 
and the coupling rods removed with new 
felt pads made and fitted. 

Longer-term jobs include progress being 
made on the new dragbox for Collett 
0-6-0PT No. 7714, while in the boiler shop 
work progresses on its boiler overhaul, 
with the inner fireboxand foundation ring 
having been refitted and large amounts of 
copper stays produced on the workshop's 
CNC lathe and then fitted. Work on BR 
Standard 4MT No. 75069 has seen repairs 
to the cab and running boards, while the 
cylinder cladding has been repaired and 
painted.The boiler has had its internal 
copper plates removed with repairs 
undertaken on the copper doorplate. The 
original crown stays are in the process of 
being removed and new material has been 
received for the replacement lower steel 
firebox sides. 

The other locomotive receiving attention 
is No. 4930 HagleyHall which has had its 


valves and piston rods removed to allow 
a closer examination of the cylinder block. 
The last of its tender wheelsets have also 
been turned on the wheel lathe and 
the tender brake rigging is now being 
overhauled. 

New smokebox tubeplate 

On the contract boiler repair front, the 
boiler from former Manx Northern Railway 
No. 4 Caledonia has arrived for attention, 
while progress has been made on 
Beamish museum's No. 4085 Dunrobin, 
with work on the new smokebox 
tubeplate and angle ring assembly recently 
carried out. The original firebox has also 
had its stayholes bushed as per normal 
LMS practice. 

Outside, the 82045 Steam Locomotive 
Trust has been making good progress 
on its new-build BR Standard 3MT2-6-2T. 
Work has recently been concentrated on 
erecting the cab, with the side sheets and 
roof fixed in place to give the developing 
locomotive a distinctly BR look. The new 
boiler barrel sections have been made 
ready for'swaging'in preparation forthe 
taper sections to be riveted together in the 
boiler shop. 



GWR 2-8-0 No. 2857 approaches Foley Park tunnel on the 
Severn Valley Railway on December 20 2015. ALAN WEAVER 
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Dow’s son joins duck row 
ahead of King’s Cross 
statue steam launch 


B y Robin Jones 

THE son of the late former National 
Railway Museum head, Andrew Dow, has 
voiced his disappointment at the Mallard 
duck being dropped from a statue of Sir 
Nigel Gresley. 

The controversial bronze statue - from 
which the duck as originally designed by 
sculptor Hazel Reeves has been dropped 
at the request of the Flying Scotsman 
designer's grandsonsTim and Ben Godfrey 
- is to be unveiled on the concourse 
of King's Cross station at a high-profile 
ceremony on April 5. 

75th anniversary 

The event will see the society former 
King's Cross'Top Shed'engine, GNR N2 
0-6-2T No. 1 744, join Gresley A4 Pacific 
No. 60009 Union of South Africa for the 
celebration, which will also mark the 75th 
anniversary of Gresley's death.The N2 will 
be coupled to the Severn Valley Railway's 
LNER Kitchen Composite No. 7960, which 
has been loaned for the occasion. 

The Great Central Railway-based N2 
will be taken to London by low loader 
before being transferred to a diesel- 
hauled convoy with No. 60009 and the 
teak coach to be taken into King's Cross. 
The locomotives are set to be displayed 
side-by-side in light steam in Platforms 
7 and 8. 


In his letter published in The Times on 
January 26, Andrew's son, James, said: 
"My father, Andrew Dow BEM worked 
tirelessly in support of the soon-to- 
be-unveiled statue. He led the Gresley 
Society subcommittee that conceived 
and developed the statue and secured a 
prime spot for it on the station concourse. 

"He was especially pleased with the 
sculptor's interpretation of the brief. He 
believed Hazel Reeves'indusion of a 
mallard duck at the man's feet brilliantly 
met the society's charitable aim of 
promoting interest in the life and works 
of Sir Nigel Gresley: symbolising Gresley's 
world-record breaking engine Mallard; 
alluding to the many other locomotives 
he designed that were named after wild 
birds; and giving a nod to his love of 
breeding ducks and birds at home. 

"It has since transpired that thousands 
of people agree with my father's instinct 
that including the mallard would be 
key to this piece of public art attracting 
attention." 

"I was very sad to read that, against 
overwhelming public support for the 
mallard being part of the statue, the 
Gresley Society has ceded to the wishes 
of two of Gresley's grandsons, who feel 
the duck is in some way demeaning, 
and told the sculptor to remove it before 
the unveiling in April. An opportunity to 
sustain Gresley's legacy for the 1 00-plus- 



The Gresley Society's GNR 0-6-2T No. 1744 in action during the Great Central 
Railway's Swithland sidings gala on May 11, 2014. The locomotive was allocated 
to King's Cross shed on February 21, 1921, and lasted there until May 1962, 
when it was switched to Peterborough New England shed four months before 
withdrawal. ROBIN JONES 


year lifetime of the statue - long after 
Flying Scotsman's last boiler certificate has 
expired - will be lost. Without the mallard, 
who will even notice, let alone bother to 
find out about the ordinary-looking man 
depicted in bronze, standing by the ticket 
office at King's Cross?" 

Reminder of history 

A subsequent letter from London reader 
Christopher Kevill-Davies said:"King 
William III, who died after falling from his 
horse after it tripped on a molehill, sits 
proudly on his horse in St James's Square, 
with the horse's hoof on the offending 
molehill. It is an eccentric and charming 
reminder of history. 

"Would that Gresley's duck could do 
the same." 

However, calls from leading figures 
including Sir William McAlpine , who once 
owned Flying Scotsman, to have the duck 
reinstated and backed up by a petition 


have been waved aside by the society. 
"Future generations will not know who Sir 
Nigel Gresley was, but would ask about 
the duck and would discover what he 
achieved," said Sir William. 

The society also approached the 
Midland & Great Northern Joint Railway 
Society about the possibility of borrowing 
the matching non-unique Quad-Art set 
No. 74, so it could return to King's Cross, 
but failed to reach agreement. 

Permission would have enabled the 
Gresley-designed articulated train to 
return to King's Cross for the first time in 
exactly 50 years when the last were used 
on London suburban services. 

It was thought that normal timetabled 
services will be allowed to use the same 
platforms as the steam engines on the 
day, because they are long enough. 

After the commissioning of the statue, 
the N2 will visit the Epping Ongar 
Railway. 


Minister opens world s 
oldest’ booking hall 


TRANSPORT secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin has given the seal of 
approval to what is claimed to be the 
world's oldest working railway booking 
office. 

As we closed for press, he was 
scheduled to officially open the 
booking office in the Old Tannery, next 
to the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway's 
Wirksworth station at 1 0.30am on 
February 5. 

Built around 1 750, the tannery 
predated the railway by 1 1 7 years. It 
formed part of a complex, still present 
today, called Newbridge Works, named 
after a bridge built over the River 
Ecclesbourne which was subsequently 
absorbed by the station and yard. 

The Old Tannery was used originally 
by an animal skin company to store the 
raw hides before being sent away for 
processing. Around 1 900, the building 
became associated with the railway 
through a company called Fletcher 
Brothers which dealt in animal feeds. 

Feed was brought to Wirksworth by 
rail and loaded into the building via the 
doorway, which the heritage line has 
recently opened up as its main public 



The Old Tannery which has been 
opened as the Ecclesbourne Valley 
Railway's new booking office. EVR 


entrance. 

The new booking office is situated at 
mezzanine level, the tannery's ground 
floor being 20ft below platform level. 
EVR volunteers have renovated the 
mezzanine, installed internal partition 
walls, heating, lighting and a welcoming 
counter area to greet customers, 

The world's oldest booking office is 
the Red Hall in Bourne, Lincolnshire, 
built around 1 605 and sold in 1 860 
to the Bourne & Essendine Railway 
Company for use as a booking office 
and station master's house. The hall was 
closed as a railway building in 1 959. 


New SVR diesel depot to 
be unveiled at spring gala 


By Paul Appleton 

THE Severn Valley Railway will unveil its 
new diesel locomotive maintenance depot 
at Kidderminster during its May 1 9-21 
spring diesel festival. 

The official opening takes place on the 
Saturday and guided tours are available 
on both Saturday and Sunday with exact 
details to be finalised. 

The annual diesel gala, which has 
been moved to May from its more usual 
October slot, is to feature five locomotives 
not normally seen on the SVR, along with 
members of its own impressive diesel fleet. 
Guests include two'Peak'type 4 diesels; 
Class 45 No. 45060 Sherwood Forester, 
owned by the Pioneer Diesel Locomotive 
Group, and Class 46 No. 46045, owned by 
the Peak Locomotive Company. 

These are joined by fellow Pioneer Diesel 
Group class 33 No. 33035 and the National 
Railway Museum's Class 55 Deltic D9002 
King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (KOYLI), 
which is undergoing a winter repaint 
into two-tone green livery ready for its 
participation in the Flying Scotsman season 
at York from March (see separate story). 

The Diesel Traction Group is basing its 


Western diesel-hydraulic D1 01 5 Western 
Champion at the SVR when it isn't on 
main line duty, covering for the group's 
unavailable Warship D821 Greyhound on its 
allocated diesel turns in the 201 6 timetable. 
D821 is currently stopped for essential 
maintenance. 

London Underground will be lending its 
ex-main line 4TC set forthe diesel gala. 

The coaches are air braked, and during 
their stay on the Severn Valley, will run 
several passenger trips. London Transport 
Museum will also have a sales stand on the 
coaches while they are on the SVR. 

From the resident fleet, expected to 
make appearances are a second Western, 
the Western Locomotive Association's 
D1 062 Western Courier, Class 50 Alliance- 
owned Class 50 'Hoovers' Nos. 50035 Ark 
Royal and 50049 Defiance, and green 
Class 20 D8059, owned by the Somerset & 
Dorset Locomotive Company. 

Deltic D9002 KOYLI will also be available 
for driver and second-man 'footplate 
experiences' either side of the diesel gala, 
with available dates including May 1 6, 1 8, 
23, 24 and 25. For details of these and the 
Spring Diesel Festival, including ordering 
tickets, visit www.svr.co.uk 
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Britain’s newest 
locomotive steams 


B y Robin Jones 

ON January 1 0, a fire was lit inside 
Britain's newest steam locomotive - 
Beamish Museum's full-size replica of 
Stephen Lewin 0-4-0 WTG Samson - for 
the first time. 

The following day, steam was raised in 
the locomotive for the first time, setting 
it well on the way for an appearance 



The first fire lit inside the new Samson. 

BEAMISH 



The needle creeps off the stop for the 
very first time. BEAMISH 


at the museum's April 7-10 Great War 
Steam Fair. 

The project was devised and 
masterminded by Beamish volunteer 
David Young, 78, who in 201 2 drew up 
his own plans for Samson with only an 
old photograph, engravings and some 
wheel measurements as their basis. 

Lewin's Poole Foundry, one of the 
more obscure British locomotive 
builders, supplied its second railway 
engine in 1 874 to the London Lead 
Company for use on the mile-long 
Cornish Hush Mine tramway to the 
south of Weardale. It is believed that 
the locomotive was scrapped in 1 904, 
and the only evidence that it existed are 
the engravings, the photograph and a 
description in the engineering press of 
the day. 

The new one has been built to 2ft 
gauge rather than the 1 ft 1 0in of the 
original. 

David's great-great grandfather, 
Thomas Young worked at Hetton 
Colliery Engine Works and was involved 
in the building of pioneer locomotive 
Hetton Lyon No.2. The remains of 
that locomotive are incorporated in 
the 1 822-built Hetton Lyon engine 
displayed at Beamish. 

David trained as a draughtsman at 
Washington Chemical Company. He 
later went to work in the coke work 
industry, before retraining as a safety 
engineer and eventually lecturing. In his 
spare time, he made models, restored 



Samson in steam at Beamish on January 11, with David Young behind the controls 
of his creation. BEAMISH 


old cars and built a fully working 21 ft 
steam launch which he used in the Lake 
District. 

He joined the museum in 2005, and 
worked on the restoration of 1 871 -built 
Head Wrightson 0-4-0VB CoffeePot. 

Samson has been built mainly in 
the museum's Regional Heritage 
Engineering Centre over the past three 
years, with help from a skilled welder. 

David said: "Although I was never 
a hands-on engineer, like a fitter or a 


turner, I've always enjoyed it as a hobby. 
There's a great deal of satisfaction to be 
had in creating things like Samson. 

"I'm from a generation where if you 
wanted things, you had to make them 
-so I did. 

"I'm not going to be hanging up my 
tools anytime soon, but my next project 
has yet to be announced. I definitely 
enjoy a challenge. 

"Creating Samson was basically a 
hobby gone mad!" 


Class 26 seeks new home 


Surplus Class 08s miss 
out on preservation 


THE owners of Class 26 D5 340/26040, 
are urgently seeking a new home 
following their landlord giving them 
notice to quit their base by the end of 
February as it seeks to redevelop the site 
for commercial use. 

The site at Methil is owned by Scottish 
Enterprise and the leaseholder has been 
able to sub-lease a portion of the site 
to the owners of the Class 26 where it 
is currently stored with a selection of 
railway items, seven buses and various 


items of plant. While arrangements are 
in hand to store the buses, the owners 
are urgently seeking a suitable site 
where the Class 26 and items of plant 
can be moved for long-term storage 
while restoration continues. 

Anyone able to assist is asked to 
contact Jeffray Wotherspoon at ejeff. 
wotherspoon@stir.ac.uk urgently as 
he seeks a solution before the site is 
redeveloped - including the former 
Methil station building. 


THE recent sale of redundant Class 
08 diesel shunters has seen few enter 
preservation as many of the 25 for 
sale have been sold to commercial 
operators. 

The largest buyer is Harry Needle 
Railway Company (HNRC) with 15 
purchases (Nos. 08500/578/630/6 
53/676/701/711/714/802/824/865 
/877/994; 09006/201 ), followed by 


Traditional Traction with six purchases 
(Nos. 08580/593/709/738/886/939), 
Arlington Services at Eastleigh with 
No. 08567, Locomotive Services at 
Crewe with No. 08737, a private sale for 
No. 08993 now transferring to the 
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway and 
a private buyer for No. 08995, which 
has moved to the Wishaw base of 
Traditional Traction. 


Rheidol engine to run at Bromyard 


MP backs Sharpness revival bid 


THE Vale of Rheidol Railway's Kerr Stuart 
Wren 0-4-0ST No. 31 1 4 is to visit one 
of the heritage sector's most obscure 
locations for a photographic charter. 

The private 2ft gauge Linton & 
Bromyard Railway, laid on part of the 
trackbed of GWR line from Worcester 
to Leominster, will host the charter, 
organised by David Williams, on 
March 10-11. Places are strictly limited. 

David said: "Very few sites such as 
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this still exist in modern preservation, 
so if you like attempting to recreate 
the unusual and unspoilt in your 
pictures, this is an opportunity to 
seriously consider. 

"The charter style will be laid back, 
centring on recreating cameo rural 
and industrial narrow gauge scenes." 

Further information can be 
obtained by emailing djw.edit7@ 
btinternet.com 


PLANS to revive the Sharpness branch 
as the Vale of Berkeley Railway have 
been backed by Stroud's MP. 

Conservative Neil Carmichael said 
he is "very supportive" of the Vale of 
Berkeley Railway Trust's scheme to 
reopen the line as a heritage railway 
tourist attraction. 

Speaking after attending a 
consultation meeting organised by 
the trust at Berkeley Town Hall in late 
January, he said: "There have been many 
previous attempts to restore the railway 


around Sharpness and Berkeley - but 
this one seems more realistic. 

"The trust has a lot of people listening 
and widespread support." 

The embryonic line took delivery of two 
more locomotives, Class 03 No. 03069 
and Class 1 4 D9553 during January. 

Both locomotives are undergoing 
overhaul but No. 03069 has less work 
required and is expected to enter 
service soon as only a few panels need 
repairing, the engine testing and a 
repaint to be completed. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 




Sir William McAlpine's 


(This is correct: we are starting on the Friday) 


SAVE THIS DATE! 


You are all invited to 


The BEST Vintage Transport weekend ever! 


Enter your old and interesting vehicles on-line or phone for a form. 



Tickets already selling well 


If you have a small charity that could particpate, or you 





Abandoned railway tunnel 
hosts live advent calendar 



The end is nigh: Winchester Chesil station and its adjacent tunnel in 1966. The 
neglected building indicates that the station was dosed, but the track and signals 
remain in use for oil trains, although the end of that traffic was also imminent. 
The tunnel played host to a live musical performance during Winchester's recent 
Advent calendarfair.MIKE LAMPORT 


By Geoff Courtney 

AN ABANDONED tunnel that last saw rail 
traffic half a century ago was the scene of a 
unique gig when the countrywide craze of 
live advent calendars hit the cathedral city 
ofWinchester. 

Such calendars are one step removed 
from the traditional. Instead of being 
wall-mounted they feature live people and 
locations, and one such last Christmas was 
in Winchester, where each day a door was 
opened within the city to reveal what the 
organisers described as"a small moment 
of festive magic." 

These ranged from performances and 
exhibitions to story-telling and puppetry, 
and on December 5, a door was opened 
at the disused Chesil tunnel on the former 
Didcot, Newbury & Southampton Railway, 
to reveal a gig by singer and songwriter 
Josh Savage. One member of the 
audience tweeted after the 24-year-old's 
performance:"Absolutely stunning, just 
beautiful." 

Named the Woolly Hat Fair, the event's 
supporters included Winchester City 
Council and Arts Council England. 

Michelle Walker, the fair's artistic director, 


said:"We were so excited bringing the 
city's streets to life. Audiences were able 
to explore every corner of the city, from 
museums and theatre stages to hidden 
gardens and underground tunnels, and 
even a Second World War air-raid shelter. 
This live calendar represented Winchester 
celebrating together. 

Special opportunity 

"The event in Chesil tunnel with Josh 
Savage was definitely one of the 
highlights of the calendar. It was such 
a special opportunity to invite people 
inside a usually hidden space in the 
heart of the city and to transform that 
space - which is ordinarily used to store 
wheelie bins and street furniture - into 
something truly extraordinary. 

"There was a wonderful atmosphere, 
and the acoustics were perfect for Josh's 
music. It made for a really exciting, intimate 
and unusual experience." 

The 439-yd tunnel in which Josh 
enthralled his audience runs beneath 
St Giles Hill, and is rarely open to the public. 
It was built by the Didcot, Newbury & 
Southampton Railway and led directly into 
the city's Chesil station, which was opened 


as Winchester Cheesehill in May 1 885 and 
located east of the city's larger London & 
Southwestern Railway station. 

The station was the railway's southern 
terminus until October 1 891 , when 
the line was extended to Shawford 
Junction, where it linked up with the 
London & South Western Railway route to 
Southampton. Facilities on site included 
extensive sidings, a large goods shed, a 
1 0-ton crane, turntable, and a single-road 
engine shed, the only one on the 46-mile 
line. Northbound trains from the station 
to Didcot were worked by the GWR and 
southbound traffic to Southampton by 
theLSWR. 

Absorbed by the GWR in 1 923, the 
line never attracted the heavy traffic that 
was originally envisaged, although it did 
achieve strategic importance during the 
Second World War when large volumes of 
troops and munitions were transported to 
ports on the south coast, especially during 
preparations for the Normandy landings 
in June 1944. 

Chesil locomotive shed, which at the 
time of Nationalisation in 1 948 was home 
to ex-GWR pair Bulldog 4-4-0 No. 341 9 and 
2251 class 0-6-0 No. 2252, closed in July 
1 953, when it was a sub-shed to Didcot 


(81 E), and was demolished in 1 961 . 

The station itself - renamed by BRfrom 
Cheesehill in 1 949 - closed to passengers 
in March 1 960 along with other stations 
south of Newbury, although it reopened 
briefly in the summers of that year and the 
following year for short workings south to 
Southampton. 

Enchanting moments 

Passenger traffic at the northern end of 
the line between Didcot and Newbury 
ended in September 1 962, and freight 
throughout in 1 964 save for oil trains to 
the Fawley refinery on Southampton 
Water, which survived until 1 966. 

The trackbed south from Chesil station 
to Shawford Junction was sold by BR to 
Winchester City Council, a section that 
includes the imposing 33 arch, 201 4ft long 
Hockley viaduct beside the M3 motorway. 
The viaduct was restored and reopened 
in February 201 3 to form part of a walkers' 
and cydists'trail from Winchester. 

Of this event that included a peek 
into a part ofWinchester's railway past, 

Phil Gibby, area director of Arts Council 
England, said:The fair animated the city 
with enchanting moments and opened 
up new spaces to engage in and enjoy!' 



Tunnel vision: Josh Savage captivates his audience with a performance in Chesil 
tunnel on December 5 as part of the Winchester live advent calendar. The tunnel, 
which runs beneath the heart of the city, was part of the Didcot, Newbury & 
Southampton Railway and last saw trains exactly 50 years ago. WILL ALDER 


Darjeeling engine for Ffestiniog ‘Snowdonian’ special 


THE Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways' 
annual'Snowdonian'special will add a 
touch of the Himalayas on April 1 6. 

The trip will feature special guest 
appearances by Adrian Shooter's 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Sharp 
Stewart B class 0-4-0ST No. 1 9 and the 
luxury Carrabassett parlour car. 

The carriage will remain at the F&WHR 
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during the spring and will be available for 
private hire. 

Built in 1 889 at the Atlas Works 
in Glasgow, No. 1 9 is the only DHR 
locomotive that has been taken out of 
India. After many years out of use at the 
Hesston Steam Museum in Indiana, it was 
sold to Chiltern Railways chairman, Adrian, 
repatriated and restored to working order. 


It has also run on the Leighton Buzzard 
Railway and the Launceston Steam 
Railway. 

The special will run from Porthmadog- 
Blaenau Ffestiniog-Porthmadog- 
Caernarfon- Porthmadog, departing 
at 8.30am and returning at 6pm. Other 
locomotives will include Prince, Linda, 
Blanche and Palmerston. 


The 1 0-cartrain will include new 
Pullman observation saloon No. 1 50 
plus other new and recent builds to be 
confirmed. It is hoped to arrange a run- 
past at Beddgelert with No.1 9. 

Only third-class seats are available at 
£1 80 each inclusive of buffet lunch at the 
Royal Goat Hotel in Beddgelert. Visit www. 
festrail.co.uk/appeal/snowdonian.html 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 




Busy station: It is October 14, 1911, and a world war is less than three years 
away. The GER station at Peterborough, however, presents a busy sight, with 
row upon row of goods wagons on the left and, on the far right, the GER engine 
shed, in front of which is a coaling stage ramp with a line of wagons waiting to 
be unloaded, while nearby is a line of steam engines. It is at this station in the 
centre background that soldiers on their way to the front signed the tearoom's 
visitors' book with poignant messages. 


Farewell: With an uncertain future ahead of them. First World War soldiers 
board a train at the GER's Peterborough station on a journey that will take 
them to the front line, perhaps never to return. Poignant messages written 
by servicemen in visitors' books at the station tearoom in 1916 and 1917 on 
their way to fight in northern Europe have recently been published online. 


PETERBOROUGH MUSEUM & ART GALLERY 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY SOCIETY/ WIND WOOD COLLECTION 


Poignant thoughts of First World War 
soldiers visiting GER station tearoom 


By Geoff Courtney 

A HEART-WRENCHING series of entries 
written in a railway station tearoom 
visitors' book by soldiers on their way 
to front - many of whom were never 
to return - has been published by a 
Peterborough cultural trust 
The soldiers made the entries in 
1 91 6 and the following year when 
stopping off at a tearoom run by the 
Women's United Total Abstinence 
Council in the Great Eastern Railway's 
Peterborough station, which was 
closed to passengers in 1 966. 

Best place for a rest 

One of the entries, written by Pte P W 
Melton on December 22, 1 91 6, says: 
"The best place for a rest and a cup 
of tea is at Peterborough GE at the 
WATAC," while Cadet Colin Jamieson, a 
24-year-old from North Shields, wrote 
in the same month: "When the war- 
drum throbs no longer, may I - going 


north - be here again."Such a poignant 
wish was never fulfilled, as the London 
Regiment cadet was presumed killed 
in action in Flanders five months later. 

Stretcher-bearer Alfred Davis, who 
joined the Army at the age of 1 8, is 
another to feature. Although he was 
one of the lucky ones to return, the 
war also had a tragic side for him, as he 
accidentally killed his friend, CpI Arthur 
Rawson, while they were sleeping 
when a button on his coat caught the 
trigger of his rifle. 

In addition, Alfred lost a leg while 
rescuing a wounded officer at Ypres 
resulting in him being discharged, 
and after returning home he became 
a signalman at Whittlesey on the GER 
Peterborough-Ely line. He died in 1 965. 

The messages have been published 
online by Vivacity, a cultural trust that 
manages a variety of Peterborough 
heritage services, including libraries, 
museums and archives. Staff working 
with a team of volunteers transcribed 


the 570 entries in a project that lasted 
for three years and was awarded a 
£99,000 Heritage Lottery Fund grant. 

Last port of call 

The tearoom in the station, which was 
named Peterborough East in 1 923, 
was often the last port of call in the 
UK for servicemen travelling by train 
to war-torn France and Belgium. 
There were other similar volunteer- 
run railway station tearooms up and 
down the country, but the Imperial 
War Museum believes the one at 
Peterborough was the only one to 
have had visitors' books. 

Vivacity archives manager, Richard 
Hunt, said: "The visitors' books provide 
a unique insight into the thoughts and 
feelings of First World War servicemen 
passing through Peterborough on 
their way to fight, and highlight the 
city's importance as a railway hub 
of the period.The men, who were 
travelling to or from the front, came 


from across the country, and wrote 
little messages, poems and cartoons. 
Some are simple words of thanks, 
others talk of love and hope." 

The station was opened by the 
Eastern Counties Railway in 1 845 on 
the line from March, and was listed 
as Peterborough (GE) in the GER 
timetables from 1862. Passenger 
services ceased in 1 966 and total 
closure followed four years later. 

A locomotive depot was opened on 
the site by the ECR in 1 846, which in its 
post-Grouping LNER days was home to 
about 50 locomotives. This allocation 
was lost in 1 939, but the facilities and 
turntable remained in use until 1 966. 

The Vivacity website contains 
the entries in a virtual version of the 
visitors' books as they appear in the 
soldiers'original handwriting. Typed 
transcripts of the entries and a link to 
a profile of each individual soldier are 
also included. It is available to view at 
www.peterboroughwwl .co.uk 


La’al Ratty bid to import 
German steam engine 


THE Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway 
Preservation Society has launched a 
£1 26,000 appeal to import a vintage 
miniature steam locomotive for the 15in 
gauge Cumbrian line. 

TheTrain From Spain appeal is 
intended to help with the acquisition 
and restoration of Krauss Pacific 
No. 8457, which was built in 1 929 to 
work at the Ibero-American Exposition 
in Seville, Spain. 

It has not worked for many years, so 
after an expensive move over some 
1 200 miles, from Barcelona in late 
January, it will need to be restored to full 
working order. 

The society has set up a fundraising 
website - trainfromspain.org - to 


highlight the project and generate funds. 

TheTrain From Spain is looking to raise 
at least £1 5 each from 8457 people to 
complete the project and boost the RER 
steam fleet. 

The appeal comes 50 years after the 
society funded the construction of its 
other new locomotive River Mite in 1 966. 

No. 8457 is one of a class of 1 8 
locomotives built to the design 
of Roland Martens by Krauss (1 5 
locomotives) and Krupp (three) from the 
mid-1 920s until the early 1 950s. Many 
of these are still operational on German 
and Austrian park railways today. 

Sister locomotive, No. 8455, 
another survivor now resides on the 
Killesbergparkbahn in Stuttgart. 



Krauss Pacific No. 8457; destined for a new life in traffic on the Ravenglass & 
Eskdale Railway is seen on arrival at Bouth, Cumbria on February 1. RER 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Supporters bid to restore Manx 
first engine - for display only 



The Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters' Association installed a replica running 
in board at the site of Union Mills station on the Heritage Trail, the footpath which 
now occupies the former Douglas to Peel railway, on January 1 0. It is in the style 
of two such boards that were found at the station prior to closure in September 
1968. The sign is located on the platform adjacent to the railway's 1893-built 
Gibbons Crane which has been on display at Union Mills for many years. 

DAVE BOOTH/IOMSRSA 


The rusting boiler of No.1 Sutherland in Douglas shed. I0MSRSA 



THE Isle of Man Steam Railway 
Supporters' Association has offered to 
reassemble and cosmetically restore 
the line's original steam locomotive, 

1 873-built Beyer Peacock 2-4-OT No.1 
Sutherland, to museum quality display 
condition. 

The proposal would see the work 
funded by the association, include the 
purchase of the necessary replacement 
items and rectification work, at no cost 
to the Isle of Man taxpayer. 

If the scheme goes ahead, this would 
be the second of the group's projects in 
its 50th anniversary year, the first being 
the installation of a replica 
station nameboard at Union Mills on 


the former Douglas to Peel line. 

Built for the opening of the railway 
on July 1 , 1 873, No.1 is named after the 
Duke of Sutherland who was a director 
of the railway company in its formative 
days. It hauled the first official train to 
Peel and remained in service until 1 964 
when it was withdrawn. 

It became a static exhibit inside the 
Port Erin Railway Museum when it 
opened in 1975. 

No. 1 was restored to steam with 
a borrowed boiler from No.8 Fenella 
for its 1 25th anniversary in 1 998. The 
agreement was for the engine to run for 
three years and then the boiler would 
go back into Fenella. 


No.1 was then to have been 
reassembled with its old components, 
unserviceable boiler and tanks and 
placed back on static display. Sadly, due 
to pressures of maintaining the current 
steam fleet, this never happened. 

The association's scheme involves 
reassembling No.1 using existing parts 
which are scattered around the Douglas 
workshops and yard. However, several 
components, such as boiler fittings and 
cladding, will need to be repaired or 
replaced depending on the most cost 
effective solution. 

The tanks are in a bad state of repair 
and need to be moved, shotblasted and 
primed very soon in order for them to be 


reused, even just for cosmetic purposes. 

Welding on the boiler and shot 
blasting would be carried out by a 
contractor who is well known to the 
railway, while heavy lifting, such as that 
of the tanks and cab, will be carried 
out by workshop fitters outside public 
services commission hours of work. 

Smaller component fitting would 
be undertaken by working parties of 
no more than five people and under 
constant supervision of a workshop 
supervisor. 

In 1994, the association undertook 
the cosmetic restoration of No.6 Peveril. 
It also restored the 2ft gauge Groudle 
Glen Railway. 





Looking resplendent in the 
January 21 sunshine is Ivatt 
'Mickey Mouse' 2MT' 2-6-2T 
No. 41312, after being rolled 
out of Ropley works on the Mid- 
Hants Railway for the first time 
since its 10 year overhaul. 

It last steamed in 2008. 

No. 41312 was built in May 1952 
at Crewe and spent its entire 
working career on the Southern 
Region, based at Faversham, 
Ashford, Barnstaple Junction, 
Brighton and Bournemouth. It 
hauled the last steam service 
on the Lymington branch in 
April 1967. Its final allocation 
was Nine Elms when it acted as 
a station shunter for Waterloo 
and was finally withdrawn on 
July 3, 1967. MATT BENTLEY 
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Special Bodmin ‘Flyer’ 
headboard remembers 
‘amazing’ railwaymen 


A SPECIAL headboard in memory of 
two generations of railwaymen and 
organised by a third took pride of place 
at the Bodmin & Wenford Railway on 
December 30. 

The 'Fernihough Flyer' headboard 
was placed on the front of GWR 2-8-OT 
No. 4247 for the whole day in memory 
of former BR fireman Desmond 
Fernihough and his dad John Edward 
Fernihough 

Desmond, who would have been 
70 on Christmas Day, worked for BR 
from 1 960-64. Fie was shedded at 
5 1 L Thornaby from 1 960-63 and then 
transferred to Gloucester Barnwood 
85C until his departure from the 


railway. Fie remained a lifelong railway 
enthusiast after leaving the railway, but 
passed away on August 26, 2007 at the 
age of 61 following a short battle with 
cancer. 

A memorial plaque is in place at 
Kingsley & Froghall station on the 
Churnet Valley Railway along with his 
ashes. 

John Fernihough worked at Flead 
Wrightsons in Thornaby-On-Tees as 
a grinder in the 1 960s and 70s. An 
enthusiast, he accompanied his son on 
days out to various preserved railways 
and on main line specials. 

Fie died on December 32, 201 3 at the 
age of 93. 



Chris Fernihough stands on GWR 2-8-OT No. 4247 at Bodmin General after taking 
water with the headboard in memory of his father and grandfather, Desmond 
and John Fernihough, on December 30. CHRIS FIATTON 


Desmond's son Chris, who lives near 
Redruth, accompanied him on many 
of his journeys in pursuit of steam - 
and has followed in his footsteps as 


a BWR trainee fireman. Fie organised 
the special headboard. "This day was 
for these two amazing people who are 
forever in my heart," he said. 


Farewell to ace lineside 
lensman Trevor Owen 


STEAM era linesiderTrevor Boyd Owen 
has died at the age of 92. 

Trevor was born in Carmarthen to 
Thomas and Dorothy. FHis father was FIM 
Inspector of Schools and was awarded the 
Military Cross for gallantry while serving in 
the Royal Flying Corps over the trenches 
in Flanders. 

FHis son was sent to boarding school at 
an early age and qualified for Cambridge 
University to study engineering at 1 6 but 
had to wait until he was 1 8 to enter, so had 
two years at Aberystwyth University first. 
FHis family moved to Aberystwyth in 1 936. 

Trevor's parents died in 1 966 and 1 967. 
Fie retired in 1 983 to live in Aberystwyth 
with his brother John Owen OBE. Neither 
John norTrevor ever married. 

Apart from a short time at Malvern, 
Trevor worked all his life at the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment at Farnborough 
where he specialisedin aerodynamics. 


Much of his UK photography was 
conducted from his home in Camberley. 

FHis railway knowledge was used when 
the first Channel Tunnel trains were 
being designed. Fie conducted some 
wind tests in StandedgeTunnels on the 
FHuddersfield line. 

Fie visited most countries with steam 
railways, from Corsica to Ukraine and 
Mongolia, as evidenced by the stamps in 
his passports. 

After he retired to Aberystwyth, he 
became very active in local railway 
societies including the Aeron Valley 
Railway Society and was a very keen 
modeller. Fie had a very extensive railway 
layout in his attic, all controlled by a 
computer program he wrote in basic, and 
said he could control 24 trains at a time. 
The layout was still there at the time of his 
death in December. 

FHis funeral was held in mid-January. 


Models help save historic station 


A MODEL railway exhibition is to be held in 
a bid to raise funds for the restoration of an 
historic Suffolk station. 

Trimley station was opened in 1 891 as 
part of the Ipswich to Felixstowe branch 
by the GER and survives as one of the last 
ofW N Ashbee's'New Essex'style buildings 
in Suffolk. Closed since 1 967, the station 
has been slowly deteriorating ever since 
and has faced a very uncertain future since 
proposals for its demolition in 2009 were 
thwarted by the local community. 

Ideas for its re-use as a community 
venue containing a cafe, internet facilities, 
meeting rooms and an office with 
heritage displays on the history of the 
station building have been prepared by 
theTrimley Station CommunityTrust, a 
registered charity formed out of the 300 
Friends ofTrimley Station. 


Many thousands of pounds have been 
raised to carry out urgent works to the 
station building and these have arrested 
the buildings'deterioration. Former 
station workers have provided a social 
history of the building and its architectural 
significance has been thoroughly 
evaluated. As a consequence of all this 
work and continued community support, 
the trust has received financial pledges 
from the Railway Fleritage Trust and the 
Architectural Fleritage Fund, as well as 
funding from the local councils. 

A Stage 1 application to the Fleritage 
Lottery Fund was submitted in November, 
with the outcome expected in March. 

The trust is to hold the exhibition in 
the Memorial Flail, Trimley St Martin, on 
Saturday, March 1 3, from 1 0am-4.30pm. 
Entry is £3 for adults, £1 for children. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, 


Celebrate Scotsman with 
tea in the Countess! 


TFH E Countess ofYork, the beautifully 
restored 1 956 Pullman-style carriage at the 
National Railway Museum, has launched 
a new afternoon tea menu featuring 
Scottish-inspired treats to celebrate the 
return of the world famous locomotive,. 

The new Flying Scotsman menu will 
feature finger sandwiches including 
roast highland beef with horseradish 
and watercress, chargrilled chicken and 
herb mayonnaise and cucumber and 
cream cheese, as well as Scottish smoked 
salmon oatcakes with dill creme fraiche 
and beetroot and freshly baked scones 
with vanilla enhanced clotted cream and 
homemade preserve. 

Desserts will include macaroons, 
cranachan tart, mini Dundee cake with 
a whisky glaze, local rhubarb and vanilla 
custard choux bun and blood orange and 
chocolate mousse. 

NRM assistant catering manager Sam 
Waseem said:"We put a great deal of 
effort into making sure we offer new and 
exciting afternoon tea options for our 
guests to enjoy and we are certain that our 
new Flying Scotsman menu will prove just 
as popular? 

The special afternoon tea menu costs 
£22.50 and can be booked until March, 
with the Countess able to accommodate 
events or parties of up to 33 people. 

The museum itself is also celebrating the 
return of the world famous locomotive 



Flying Scotsman afternoon tea on the 
Countess of York. NRM 


by offering a special Flying Scotsman 
corporate events package to any 
company hiring the Great Flail for dinner. 

Available from February to June, the 
themed package includes exclusive use 
of the hall, a welcome drink on arrival, a 
Flying Scotsman themed three-course 
dinner menu and photo opportunities 
around the world famous locomotive, 
which will be based at the NRM from 
March 25 to May 8. 


Fully lined Taff tank for gala 


TFIE Keighley & Worth Valley 
Railway's February 26-28 winter 
steam gala will feature Ian Riley's 
LMS 'Black Five' No. 452 1 2 fresh 
from overhaul and NELPG'S K1 
2-6-0 No. 62005. 

Lines LN9 6LZ. 


Taff Vale Railway 0-6-2T No. 85 will 
appear fully lined out inTVR livery 
for the first time in preservation, but 
due to maintenance requirements, 
WD 2-8-0 No. 90733 will not now 
participate as originally advertised. 
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S&D revival 
in Burnham 

A ROAD in the Somerset & Dorset Joint 
Railway's original western terminus of 
Burnham-on-Sea is set to be renamed in 
honour of the company. 

Burnham Railway Heritage Group aims 
to install an original railway signal post 
and signalbox in Marine Drive, where the 
station which closed in 1 962 stood. 

A stretch of Marine Drive between the 
Pier Street junction and the entrance to 
Burnham Holiday Village is to be renamed 
Station Approach, town councillors agreed 
on Wednesday January 27. The change is 
subjectto ratification by the full council. 

The group has applied to Lottery 
funding for the project and has also asked 
Sedgemoor District Council for help. 



Former SNCF 141 R 2-8-2 141 R 568 at Burgdorf in Switzerland in the course of being transferred from Schaffhausen to its new 
home at Vallorbe, on November 14, 2015. In the middle, an InterRegio of SBB is leaving the station for Bern and on the right 
hand side in the background a NINA of S-Bahn Bern makes its station stop. ARMIN SCMUTZ 


RPSI to gain a fourth ‘mainliner’ 


THE Railway Preservation Society of 
Ireland is set to gain a fourth main line 
locomotive later this year when its Great 
Northern Railway Q class 4-40 No. 131 
enters traffic. 

Built by Neilson Reid of Glasgow in 1 901 
as a mixed traffic engine for the GNR(I), 
the engine re-entered the Irish scene 
after the latest of its many working career 
overhauls in January 201 5 with a test run 
from Whitehead to Larne after dark. The 


test was carried out thanks to national 
operator NIR, which allowed the 4-4-0 to 
run without the protection ofTPWS. 

As it was, the test movement was able to 
take place only because No. 1 31 ran with a 
borrowed tender. 

Now under construction at Whitehead, 
a new tender is taking shape based on 
progress made with work on the under 
frames and running gear and latterly, a 
new (tender) water tank. 


Looking ahead, the engine will be fitted 
with TPWS and to this end the society has 
launched an appeal to fund the remaining 
work to complete the overhaul. 

When given its ticket, No. 131 will join 
Whitehead based 44-0 No. 85 Merlin 
and Dublin Connolly's Great Southern 
Railway's K2 class 2-6-0 No. 461 and LMS 
(Northern Counties) WT 2-64T No. 4 
working trains between Whitehead and 
Belfast to Dublin and beyond, 


In terms of this year's main line 
programme, having run one train in 
early February, the next departure is 
'The Shannon'from Dublin to Carrick on 
Shannon, March 6, behind No. 4. 

For March 28-29, the RPSI has planned 
two days of 'Easter Eggspress' holiday trips 
from Belfast to Whitehead and return. 

On April 1 7, Merlin is booked to head 
a 'Steam Enterprise'tripfrom Belfast to 
Dublin. 


Help bring track back into Whitwell & Reepham 


MIDLAND & Great Northern Joint Railway 
revivalists have appealed to enthusiasts to 
get behind their planning application to 
bring a station back on line. 

Norfolk's Whitwell & Reepham Railway 
Preservation Society wants to extend its 
short running line back into the platform 
of the station of the same name. 

The society is collecting a petition 
in support of its planning application 
to Broadland District for the 350 yard 
extension, but urgently also wants 
supporters to add their own comments on 
the local authority's website. 

The relevant page can be accessed 
at www.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/ 
PlanningExplorer/PLComments. 
aspx?pk=689878 

The application number is 201 51 939. 

Under the proposals, the track will 
be laid into the platform on the station 
building side of the Marriott's Way long- 



distance footpath, without obstructing it. 

Access to the platform will give 
wheelchair users greater ease in boarding 
trains. 

This station formed part of the M&GN's 
21 mile Norwich City to Melton Constable 
line and opened on July 1 , 1 882. 


Left: Whitwell & Reepham station 
showing the newly-built signalbox at 
the end of the platform. BRIAN SHARPE 

The track through the station remained 
down until 1 985 for the purposes 
of concrete product movements 
to neighbouring Lenwade station. 
Afterwards, the station site was used as 
a tree surgery, offices, a coach park and a 
workshop and garage. 

The vacant trackbed was reused as 
part of the Marriott's Way from 1 993. A 
proposal to dismantle the station building 
and re-erect it at Holt station on the North 
Norfolk Railway came to nothing. 

The society reopened the station on 
February 28, 2009 nearly 50 years after it 
was closed to passengers. 

The society hopes to restore the station 
to its 1 930/40s condition, relaying track 
and sidings. 


Locomotive Services adds to 
fleet with Class 47s from DRS 

JEREMY Hosking's Locomotive Services Limited, the current lessee of 
Crewe Diesel Depot, has boosted its Class 47 fleet. 

No. 47501 has now been repainted into green livery while the 
company has also taken delivery of Nos. 47790, 47805 and 47841 
from Direct Rail Services after they were withdrawn from service. 


GCR Thunderbird 




THE Great Central Railway produced a 
surprise for passengers on January 24 when 
it used Class 20 D8059 to haul the rostered 
DMU on the final journey of the day when 
the unit suffered a failure. 

Few would have realised that a problem 
had arisen as the train kept to time 
throughout, but the GCR found a speedy 
solution to the failure. 


Major facelift for 
South Tynedale 
Discovery Centre 

THE South Tynedale Railway 
Preservation Society has 
completed the upgrade to its 
Discovery Centre at Alston station. 

The project, financed with the 
help of a £4.25 million Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant, saw a basic 
industrial unit being replaced 
with a contemporary and visually 
stunning space which tells the 
history of what is now the South 
Tynedale Railway. 

The new glazed entrance leads 
visitors to contemporary graphic 
display boards and a range of 
railway artefacts. 

The history of the area; the rise, 
fall then rise again of the railway, 
along with the work of the society 
are presented in a user friendly 
format along with photographs 
and artefacts. 

The centre is open to the public 
weekdays between February and 
December from 1 0am to 4pm 
and also at weekends during the 
operating season. 

It can also be hired for meetings, 
training courses and educational 
events. 
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Doors open Sam, Auction starts 10am 
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VALUE OF YOUR COLLECTION(S) WITH 
A BUOYANT MARKET OUR RATES FOR 
BUYERS AND SELLERS REMAINS AT 10%. 

RECORD BREAKING 
PRICES AT STAFFORD 


commission 
rates held 
for 201 6 



Sellers commission 
10% only 
No VAT will be 
added to 
'hammer price' 
10% admin charge 
jfyg will be added to the 
i-w buyers invoice 


We offer a 
collection 
service from 
all comers of 
the UK 


The Blessed William Howard Catholic School, Rowley Avenue, Stafford ST17 9AB 
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NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL 


DARLINGTON 
LOCOMOTIVE WORKS 

REBORN 

The Darlington North Road locomotive works served 
the railways for 103 years but closed due to the 
demise of steam on April 1, 1966. To commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the closure and the successful 
transformation of the nearby Hopetown workshops into 
the new Darlington Locomotive Works, Maurice Burns 
reflects on the changing fortunes of this famous 
railway town. 
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D arlington North Road works was 

originally opened for the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway in 1863 and over 
the years it was controlled by many famous 
locomotive chief mechanical engineers of the 
Stockton and Darlington and North Eastern 
Railway including William Bouch, Edward 
Fletcher, Alexander McDonnell, Thomas and 
Wilson Worsdell and Vincent Raven. With 
the formation of the LNER in 1923 the works 
came under Nigel Gresley, Edward Thompson 
and Arthur Peppercorn before the formation 
of British Railways in 1948. The works was 
a major employer in the town, reaching its 
peak in 1954 when it employed 3815 people. 
However, once the aim to eliminate steam 
traction was announced in the British Railways 
modernisation plan of 1955, the days of the 
works were always numbered. 

New steam locomotive construction 
continued under British Railways and included 
the Peppercorn A1 Pacifies, LI 2-6-4Ts, B1 
4-6-Os, and, remarkably, orders for 28 J72 
0-6-0T shunting engines, which were an exact 
copy of the El design built by the North Eastern 
Railway and constructed 51 years earlier. The 
original engines, built in 1898, cost just £1412 
each but by 1951 this had increased to £5314. 

New steam construction finally came to an end 
in 1957 with a batch of 10 BR Standard 2MT 
2-6-2Ts, Nos. 84020 to 84029. These were for 
the Southern Region where their life was short, 
being withdrawn for scrapping after only seven O 





Freshly painted after overhaul, NER 
B16 4-6-0 No. 61422 steams out of the 
works yard for running in during the 
spring of 1959. MAURICE BURNS 


Left: A Sunday morning visit finds a 
line up of LNER and LMS motive power 
of various vintages receiving attention 
in June 1965. The oldest engine in 
this view is NER P3 0-6-0 (BRJ27) 

No. 65788, which was one of the first 
J27s built at North Road works in June 
1906, yet 59 years later it is being 
overhauled in the same works for yet 
more work in the Durham coalfields. 

It was finally withdrawn in June 1966 
after a working life of 60 years and 
went for scrap. Fortunately, the North 
Eastern Locomotive Preservation 
Group was formed in October 1966 and 
it saved the last of these workhorses. 
No. 65894, on December 1, 1967. 
MAURICE BURNS 



Above: North Road works entrance through which over 3000 men 
would pass each day. The clock survives today and is in the exact 
location on the Morrisons supermarket in North Road, Darlington. 

MAURICE BURNS 



Gresley A4 Pacific No. 60019 Bitte rn 
nears the end of an intermediate f ^ 
overhaul in the North Road workshops ^ 
in early 1965 for work on the three-hour 
expresses between Glasgow and 
Aberdeen. MAURICE BURNS ■■fii 
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North Road's Stooperdale boiler shops - a short distance from the main works - were closed after the last order was placed for new V2 boilers in 1962. Any remaining 
boiler workfrom 1963 to 1966 was moved to the main works next to the erecting shops. This 1965 picture shows great activity and it is hard to believe that within a few 
years of this picture being taken steam would be totally finished on British Railways. MAURICE BURNS 



A8 4-6-2T No. 69856 awaits the cutter's torch at North Road scrapyard in January 1960. In the background is 
the former Stockton and Darlington Hopetown carriage works that today has a new life as Darlington works. 

MAURICE BURNS 



In May 1960 two class J72 0-6-0Ts, Nos. 68723 and 68736, were given special treatment being repainted in 
apple green livery for station pilot duties at York and Newcastle. Here No. 68736 is leaving the works before 
transfer to York. MAURICE BURNS 
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years of work. New boilers continued to be made 
in the adjacent Stooperdale boiler shops, with 
the very last order, for five Gresley V2 boilers, 
completed as late as 1962. These had a very short 
life in traffic of less than four years. 

Diesel construction had started as early as 
1952 with BR Class 11 and then Class 08 0-6-0 
diesel electric shunting locomotives and these 
were followed by many BR Type 2 (later Classes 
24 & 25) main line locomotives; the last of these 
being completed in 1964. 

The mid-1960s was a period of rapid change 
in the North Eastern Region and enthusiasts 
would regularly sneak in the back of Darlington 
locomotive shed to see what was known as ‘the 
dead line’. Here steam locomotives would arrive 
for overhaul or scrapping. A Sunday visit was 
always interesting as at the back of the loco shed 
would be the ex-works engines with immaculate 
paintwork. 

With the ending of steam repairs at Doncaster 
and Derby works, North Road saw many 
strange visitors, such as an LMS ‘ Jinty’ 0-6-0T, 
8F 2-8-Os, ‘Black Fives’ and even green BR 



Brand-new Class 24 Bo-Bo diesel D5099 at 
Darlington works in 1960. MAURICE BURNS 










The main erecting shops see Thompson B1 No. 61388, a product of North British in 1951, alongside LMR-allocated Standard 4MT 4-6-0 No. 75056. Behind it is 
Darlington-built Peppercorn Pacific No. 60133 Pommern. All three were receiving intermediate overhauls in January 1964, with No. 61388 being the last of these three 
to be withdrawn for scrap in January 1967. MAURICE BURNS 


Standard 4- 6 -Os from the Western Region, all 
for overhaul. 

The arrival on the dead line of five BR 
Standard Clan Pacifies in 1963, all the way from 
Glasgow, was assumed to be for their overhaul, 
but they were all scrapped. At times there did 
not appear to be any logic to scrapping one 
member of a class while other examples went 
through the works. The entire J26 class of 50 
0-6-0s went for scrap in 1962 while almost 
identical engines of Class J27 were going 
through the works for overhaul in late 1965 and 
continued in traffic until 1967. 


Steam did hang on in Scotland and with 
the introduction of the three-hour expresses 
between Glasgow and Aberdeen using surplus 
A4 Pacifies that still had mileage to run, it 
proved to be an exciting period. This could only 
be short-lived as locomotive works were being 
progressively shut down. The period 1964 and 
1965 was special in Darlington works and one 
could easily be surprised. There were organised 
works and shed visits by the RCTS and SLS. 

Local enthusiasts, without a permit, knew the 
secret way into Darlington shed without getting 
caught! North Road works was just the same 


and brave enthusiasts would go over the wall’ 
and be able to walk down the main erecting 
shops in total silence on a Sunday morning, 
seeing everything from a Vincent Raven Q6 
0-8-0, a Thompson B1 4-6-0, a Peppercorn 
A1 or A2 Pacific or a Gresley A3 or A4 Pacific, 
undergoing overhaul and repainting. With 
steams days numbered, these were special visits. 

At the time it was almost unbelievable to be able 
to photograph ex-works Gresley A4 Pacifies 
Bittern, Kingfisher and Lord Faringdon, all 
bound for Aberdeen, plus Gresley V2 2-6-2s and 
Peppercorn Pacific Blue Peter for Dundee. O 
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LNER A3 Pacific No. 4472 Flying Scotsman stripped down for overhaul at 
Darlington. MAURICE BURNS 



Gleaming in its fresh apple green paint. Flying Scotsman is in exhibition finish for 
the last Darlington works open day on April 3, 1965. Clearly the photographer has 
not read the sign! MAURICE BURNS 


Flying Scotsman 

One special overhaul that started in late 1964 
and finished in April 1965 was that of the 
preserved A3 Pacific Flying Scotsman saved 
by Alan Pegler. While this caused a lot of 
excitement; right next to the preserved A3 was 
sister locomotive No. 60052 Prince Palatine 
having a similar overhaul for continued use 
on British Railways. It is a little surprising 
that there were a dozen A3s still in BR traffic 
as preserved Flying Scotsman went through 
the works. 

To coincide with the completion of the 
Flying Scotsman overhaul, the works had a 
special open day on April 3, 1965. Not only 
was No. 4472 in exhibition finish, but Prince 
Palatine , Tudor Minstrel and Blue Peter could 
also be seen. In a display of refurbished cab 
fittings, the Blue Peter nameplate formed 
the centrepiece. For reasons unknown, 
photography of Flying Scotsman inside 
the works at the open day was prohibited 


and a large sign to this effect can be seen 
in the picture! As a thank you to the 120 
staff of North Road works who worked 
on the overhaul of No. 4472, Alan Pegler 
organised a special train from Darlington to 
Peterborough using the ‘Tees-Tyne Pullman 
coaches and an observation car. 

The works' final days 

For the last 12 months the works were mainly 
overhauling freight engines and during my 
very last works visit in March 1966 it was a 
sad sight to see just three engines receiving 
attention in the huge erecting shops that 
had previously been full of activity. On the 
stall that I had once seen A1 Kenilworth, A3 
Prince Palatine and A4s Bittern and William 
Whitelaw, stood a rusty-buffered Q6 No. 
63455. How appropriate that one of the very 
last engines through the works was a North 
Eastern Railway engine, some of which had 
given 50 years of service. This engine would 


work for another nine months from its home 
shed at Tyne Dock. 

On April 1, 1966 the works were finally shut 
and soon afterwards the site was cleared for 
a Morrisons supermarket. One part of the 
works does survive however. The large clock 
that once stood above the works entrance 
has been located in exactly the same position 
today on North Road, Darlington. 

At the time of the works closure there 
were 469 engines still in traffic in the North 
Eastern Region with only the shed staff to 
keep them going, often using parts from 
withdrawn locomotives. It was an impossible 
task but motive power shortages saw Q6s 
having all their small boiler tubes renewed at 
Tyne Dock and Sunderland shed to further 
extend their working lives. On the very last 
day of steam operation in September 1967 
the number of working engines was down to 
about 12 and these, just like the rest, would go 
for scrap. O 



Above: On Darlington shed before its thank you 
special on April 10, 1965, Alan Pegler (left) chats to 
the Darlington shedmaster as a fitter polishes the 
tender buffers. MAURICE BURNS 

Left: A Thank you' special train for the 120 North 
Road staff that were engaged on the overhaul 
work on LNER A3 Pacific No. 4472 Flying Scotsman 
ran on Saturday, April 10, 1965. Departing from 
Darlington it went to Peterborough using the 
'Tees-Tyne Pullman' coaches plus a privately-owned 
observation car. Alan Pegler, the man who saved the 
A3 from the scrapyard, waves to the photographer 
as the A3 picks up water from Danby Wiske troughs 
near Northallerton. MAURICE BURNS 
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At the North Road works open day on April 3, 1965 
a selection of boiler fittings were on display that 
included a Blue Peter nameplate from the A2 Pacific 
that was in the works at that time. MAURICE BURNS 


LNER A4 Pacific No. 60004 William Whitelaw at 
Darlington works in December 1963. MAURICE BURNS 



Above: Gleaming in its fresh paintwork. Peppercorn 
A2 Pacific No. 60532 Blue Peter stands at the rear 
of Darlington shed in May 1965 prior to running-in 
and return to its home shed of 62B Dundee. When 
taking this picture, little did the photographer 
know that 20 years later he would lead a team of 
skilled NELPG volunteers undertaking the next 
overhaul of this engine. MAURICE BURNS 
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PRESERVED STEAM 

■ NER Tennant class 2-4-0 1463 NRM, Head of Steam, Darlington 

■ LNER Y7 0-4-0T 68088 Y7 Preservation Society, North Norfolk Railway 

■ LNER J27 0-6-0 65894 NELPG Hopetown under general overhaul 

■ NER Q6 0-8-0 63395 NELPG North Yorkshire Moors Railway) 

■ NER Q7 0-8-0 901 BR No 63460 NRM. Head of Steam, Darlington 

■ LNER D49 4-4-0 6271 2 Morayshire SRPS Bo'ness 

■ LNER K4 2-6-0 61 994 The Great Marquess John Cameron - NYMR 

■ BR J72 0-6-0T 69023 NELPG Wensleydale Railway 

■ BR 4MT 2-6-0 43106 Severn Valley Railway 

■ BR Standard 2MT 2-6-0 7801 8 Great Central Railway 

■ BR Standard 2MT 2-6-0 7801 9 Great Central Railway 


■ BR Standard 2MT 2-6-0 78022 KWVR 

■ BR Standard 2MT 2-6-0 78059 Bluebell (now 84030) 


PRESERVED DIESEL 



Several Gresley V2s from Scotland went through North Road works in 1964 and 1965. In this view V2 No. 60955 
in ex-works condition stands at the rear of Darlington shed prior to returning to its home shed at Edinburgh St 
Margaret's, where it would work over the Waverley Route and to Aberdeen. MAURICE BURNS 


■ BR Type 2 Class 25 Bo-Bo D5185 Great Central Railway 

■ BR Type 2 Class 25 Bo-Bo D7585 SRPS Bo'ness 

■ BR Type 2 Class 25 Bo-Bo D7594KESR 

■ BR Class 11 0-6-0 diesel shunter 12131 North Norfolk Railway 

■ BR Class 08 0-6-0 diesel electric shunters D3723 (NYMR), D3079 
(NRM York), D3336 (KWVR), 3067 (Embsay), 3074(Wallingford), 3232 
(ELR), 3236 (Bluebell), 3308 (DFR), 3462 (WSR), 4167 (Dartmoor) 
and 4174 (ELR) 
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Just weeks before the works closed on April 1, 1966, NER Q6 0-8-0 No. 63455 receives a bottom end overhaul and a replacement left-hand cylinder that would extend 
the engine's life for nine months. Two WD 2-8-Os, Nos. 90680 and 90160, also receive attention before the works closed for good. MAURICE BURNS 
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The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust 

The A1 Trust is looking for support to keep 
new Peppercorn A1 No. 60163 Tornado 
operational on the main line and the new 
construction of new Gresley P2 Mikado 
No. 2007 Prince of Wales. Anyone wishing 
to assist in any way should call 01325 460163 
or write to The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust, 
Darlington Locomotive Works, Hopetown 
Lane, Darlington DL3 6RQ. A1 email 
enquiries@alsteam.com, visit www.alsteam. 
com, P2 email enquiries@p2steam.com, also 
visit www.p2steam.com 


The North Eastern Locomotive 
Preservation Group 

NELPG is looking for new members and 
volunteers, has an attractive patron scheme 
and can give guidance on legacies in order 
to keep North Eastern steam alive for future 
generations to see. The contact for all these is 
through the NELPG Secretary Chris Lawson, 
67 The Mount, York Y024 1 AX or by email 
to chrisjlawson@btinternet.com. Further 
information about NELPG, which celebrates 
its own 50th anniversary this year, can be 
found at www.nelpg.org.uk 


The Stockton and Darlington Hopetown works, a grade 
2 listed building, was originally constructed in 1853 as a 
carriage works. Today it has a new and appropriate life 
as the new Darlington Locomotive Works and thanks to 
Darlington Borough Council it was externally restored 
in December 2015. MAURICE BURNS 

Preservation 

The preservation of North Road-built engines 
for the National Collection as the end of 
BR steam approached was limited to just 
one locomotive - Vincent Ravens powerful 
three- cylinder Q7 0-8-0 No. 63460. The fact 
that others were saved is down to many brave 
individuals and societies created in the nick of 
time, such as the North Eastern Locomotive 
Preservation Group, formed in October 1966. 
Barry scrapyard also allowed North Road-built 
locomotives to be saved by other societies, long 
after steam had finished in the North East. 

Some 14 North Road-built diesels are also 
preserved. This boosts the total number of all 
preserved engines to 27. 

North Road Works Memories 
project 

The Head of Steam - Darlington Railway 
Museum at North Road station is also 
commemorating the closure of North Road 
Works 50 years ago by organising a ‘North Road 
Works Memories’ project with which it hopes to 
collect memories from the men and women who 
were employed by the works or had relatives 
who were employees. These memories will form 


an online digital archive that will be available 
to the public via the museum website. More 
information is available at www.head-of-steam. 
co.uk or by contacting the museum via email 
at museumstudycentre@darlington.gov.uk for 
information or contributions. 

A new beginning 

It is now 50 years since North Road works closed 
its doors for the last time. How appropriate that 
this year sees a new Darlington works receive a 
£150,000 external restoration and inside it are 
locomotives undergoing overhaul and a new 
steam engine under construction. 

The initiative was started by The A1 Steam 
Locomotive Trust, which in March 1995 
signed an agreement with Darlington Borough 


NELPG volunteers pose in front of the newly fitted cylinder block of the J27 No. 65894 undergoing a general 
overhaul in Hopetown works on December 12, 2015. Back row: Terry Newman, Andy Lowes, Michael 
Chyriwsky, Trevor Wilford. Front Row: Neal Woods, Paul Swainston, Steve Hyman, Nigel Hall. MAURICE BURNS 
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On January 12, 2016 
volunteers from the 
A1 Locomotive Trust 
take a break on from 
the construction 
of new Gresley P2 
'Mikado' No. 2007 
Prince of Wales a nd 
stand alongside the 
newly fabricated cab 
with the mainframes 
to the left. In the 
picture, left to right, 
are Terry Greaves, 
Gordon Little, Bob 
Hughes, Charles 
Tremeer, Gordon Best 
and Gordon Wells. 
MAURICE BURNS 


Council, the owner of the 1853 -built former 
Stockton and Darlington Railway carriage 
works at Hopetown; a grade two listed building. 
Following overhaul of the east end of the 
building, it set up its permanent base to build A1 
Pacific No. 60163 Tornado. This was followed 
in 2001 by the North Eastern Locomotive 
Preservation Group (NELPG) signing a lease 
to carry out overhauls of its Darlington-built, 
NER-designed locomotives in the west end of 
the building. 

Today there is no need to get a permit or to go 
over the wall to sneak a look inside the works 
to see the impressive new construction of a 
new Gresley P2 2-8-2 or the meticulous general 
overhaul of North Eastern Railway P3 - BR J27 
0-6-0 No 65894. Both workshops are open on 
the third Saturday of every month with the next 
few on February 20, March 19 and April 16. 
Guides will be available to show you around and 
answer any questions. 

Such rebirth of Darlington works requires 
constant financial and physical volunteer help 
and both societies are well organised with the 
aim of keeping steam going not only for the 
current generation, but future generations too. 



LMS PRINCESS ROYAL 4-6-2 

7MM ‘0’ GAUGE RTR 
£2850.00 incl VAT. 


Details include:- 

• 2 tender types, 9 ton straight sided & 10 ton curved sided. 
- 3 different types of motion/valve gear 

• Long and short fireboxes 


A numbered edition of 80 models are available for purchase now. 
These are stunning models with the highest possible level of detail 
and finish, complete with DCC sound. 

This project is selling quickly so please do not hesitate to reserve 
the model of your choice. 

Forthcoming projects now at the design stage include the 9F, GWR 
Castle and LNER A1-A3. 

See our website or write to us for further details 

wwwleemarshmodelco.com 


■ Boilers with combined top feed/dome and separate top feed and dome 
• Slide bar mounted vacuum pumps 

■ AWS and Smith-Stone speedo 

■ Front frame alterations 

Contact us for an up to date list of the available locomotive names/ 
numbers. 

Please take note of our new address 10 St Colme Rd, Dalgety Bay, 
Fife, KY11 9LHI, U.K. 


10 St Colme Rd, Dalgety Bay, Fife, KY11 9LH tel: (+44) 01383823073 



MAINLINE & 
MARITIME 


THE MOTOR RAIL 
WORKS LIST 


Clive Walters & 
Robin Way well 




INTERNATIONAL 


CURRENT OFFERS 


LONDON UNDERGROUND 
ROLLING STOCK 


, Steam , 

Locomotives 


WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU PAY ■ ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE! 
ORDER HOTLINE: 01275 845012 WEB: www.mainlineandmaritime.co.uk 
POST: 3 Broadleaze, Upper Seagry, near Chippenham, Wiltshire. SN15 5EY 
EMAIL / PAYPAL: iain@mainlineandmaritime.co.uk 
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LNER A3 Pacific No. 103 Flying Scotsman and 
Class 31 diesel No. 31466 arrive at Ramsbottom 
on the East Lancashire Railway on January 16. 
Waiting to depart is SR West Country Pacific 
No. 34092 City of Wells. ROBERT FALCONER 
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Steam Dreams adds to Flying 
Scotsman’s 2016 itinerary 


FOLLOWING its four-day Edinburgh 
based mini tour in Scotland May 1 4-1 7, as 
detailed last month, Steam Dreams has 
released details of extra trips with Flying 
Scotsman in June. 

Starting on June 1 , the A3 is booked to 
depart London Victoria around lunchtime 
for a trip over the newly opened Chiltern 
Line connection with Oxford via Bicester. 

The'Cathedrals Express'then runs on 
through Oxford and returns via Didcot, 
Reading and theThames Valley line to 
Victoria. 

That same evening, No. 601 03 sets off 
overthe Surrey Hills circular route in time 
for dinner to be served as the evening sun 
sinks slowly in the west. 

This trip is followed byanother of Steam 


Dreams'mini breaks, a four-day excursion 
to North Wales. 

Departing Paddington on Sunday, 

June 5, B1 4-6-0 No. 61 306 Mayflower- or 
another yet to be allocated engine - heads 
the Cathedrals'Cambrian Coast Express' 
to Snowdonia and Portmeirion as far as 
Shrewsbury. 

Then, the tour is diesel hauled along 
the Cambrian Coast to Snowdonia where 
Pullman-style passengers stay in the 
Italianate village of Portmeirion, made 
famous by the SixtiesTV series The Prisoner. 

Passengers in premier dining, first class 
and standard class have the choice of 
staying with Steam Dreams'staff on the 
North Wales coast or making alternative 
arrangements. A large number of optional 


excursions are available, including railway 
action during the two days in Snowdonia. 

Returning from Holyhead, Flying 
Scotsman joins the train at Shrewsbury and 
is routed via Hereford, Maindee Junction, 
Bristol, and Swindon arriving at Paddington 
on Wednesday, June 8. 

On Saturday, June 1 0, Steam Dreams has 
provisional plans -awaiting confirmation 
-to run an additional day trip from Victoria 
via the Surrey Hills route to Winchester and 
another cream tea special with the A3 from 
Eastleigh to either Portsmouth or more 
likely, Salisbury. 

Plans have now been confirmed 
allowing Flying Scotsman to work the first 
leg of the'Cathedrals Explorer'down the 
West Coast Main Line to Holyhead via the 


North Wales coast on Wednesday, June 1 5. 

This one way trip will complete the 
A3's Steam Dream's programme during 
its initial post-launch period, the 4-6-2 
returning to Crewe at the disposal of other 
tour promoters. 

Regarding the (second)'Cathedrals 
Explorer' the Railway Preservation 
Society of Ireland is lining up at least three 
'steamers'for the nine day railtour overthe 
5ft 3inch gauge system. 

Following a meeting in Belfast with 
Translink, it is probable all of the Northern 
Irish leg, including the departure from 
Derry/Londonderry, will be steam hauled 
by compound 4-4-0 No. 85 Merlin along 
the coastal route from Derry/Londonderry 
to Coleraine and Portrush to Belfast. 


Bookings on hold at Vintage Trains 



GWR 4-6-0 No. 5043 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe storms up Shap with Vintage Trains' 'Coastal Explorer' from Tyseley to Carlisle 
on September 19 2015. BEN COLLIER 


Scarborough 
‘firsts’ for Tornado 

\ 

DB Schenker is taking advantage of a 
Pathfinder excursion to enable several 
of its Midland-based diesel crews to gain 
knowledge ofWestern Region Class 52 
diesel-hydraulic D1 01 5 Western Champion. \ 

The trip, the newly-announced 'The 
Maybach Yorky,' features the popular 
maroon Western working an excursion 
from Derby and Chesterfield to York and 
return on Sunday, April 1 0. 

Fresh from winter maintenance, the 52 is i 
being used to give several DBS diesel crews ; 
the opportunity to familiarise themselves 
with operating procedures of the sole 
main line representative of the'go it alone' 
diesel-hydraulic class designed and built at j 
Swindon and Crewe. 

As to the excursion, it'll be twin Maybach 
powerfrom Derby to York and backagain. 

Departing Derby at 1 1am,the'Yorky' 
makes one passenger stop - Chesterfield 
- travelling via Sheffield, Moorthorpe and 
Milford Junction en route to York. After a 
break of two hours or more, Western 
Champion heads back to Derby by way of 
Selby, Doncaster, Swinton and Beighton 
Junction, arriving Derby at 5.25pm. 

The appearance of the 52 marks an 
attractive weekend of heritage diesel 
power because the previous day, April 9, 
PathfinderTours has booked Deltic No. 

55009 Alycidon - newly painted BR blue - 
to head its excursion from Derby direct to 
the Borders Railway'sTweedbankterminus. j 

Using a DBS class 67 as far as York, 

'The Deltic Borderer,' calls at Long Eaton, 
Alfreton, Chesterfield, Sheffield, Swinton, 
Church Fenton. From York, the Deltic takes 
the excursion north via Tyneside, Berwick 
and Edinburgh but bypasses the Scottish 
capital en route to Tweedbank. 

After a reversal the'Borderer' returns to 
Edinburgh Waverley for a two-hour break 
before the Deltic returns via the East Coast 
Main Line, running non-stop to York. 
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IN A newsletter addressed to 'Friends and 
Passengers; VintageTrains has advised 
would-be passengers that distribution of 
its usual seasonal railtour brochure, 
setting out this year's programme, will 
be delayed "for a few weeks" 

It continued by saying:"You may be 
aware from recent articles in the press that 
the Office of Rail and Road is reviewing 
West Coast Railway's licence to operate 
trains, both steam and diesel. 

"VintageTrains is reliant on West Coast 
Railways to operate trains on its behalf. 
Until we know the outcome of this matter 
wethinkthatitwould not be right to 
accept any further bookings on our rail 
tours until we are confident that we are 
able to run them. 

"One immediate casualty of this 
situation isthe'Valentines Express' 


scheduled for Saturday, February 1 3. Given 
the current timetable of the ORR's review, 
we believe it would not be correct to offer 
this train for sale. 

"We are in the process of refunding 
all bookings on the train with hope that 
passengers will have (had) plenty of time 
to make alternative plans for Valentine's 
Day celebrations. Please accept our most 
sincere apologies for any inconvenience 
this may cause you. 

"Additionally, at present we are 
accepting no further bookings on our 
other advertised trains, the'Red Dragon'on 
March 12,the'Cumbrian Mountaineer'on 
March 1 9 and the'Moonraker'on April 9. 

"We hope that the situation with West 
Coast Railways is resolved in time to run 
these trains but should you wish to cancel 
your booking and make alternative 


arrangements please either telephone the 
VintageTrains'booking office 01 21 708 
4960 or email tickets@VintageTrains.co.uk 
and we will arrange a refund. 

"We plan to write to you again in 
February, hopefully with better news 
letting you know which trains we are able 
to run." 

The newsletter, signed by VintageTrains' 
Ben Mason, was circulated before the ORR 
extended the January 20 cut-off date to 
January 27 to give West Coast more time 
to present its reply to questions raised 
in its notice published on December 9, 
following theTPWS incident at Doncaster 
on October 2. 

It was speculated that the ORR's decision 
regarding West Coast's licence to operate 
will be made known two or three weeks 
into February. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 




LMS 'Black Five' 4-6-Os No. 44871 and 45407 pass Horton-in-Ribblesdale with the Railway Touring Company's 'Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express' on January 23. 


MAURICE BURNS 


Duke: 251 applications for membership and counting. . . 


THE latest from the BR Class 8 Steam 
Locomotive Trust is the encouraging 
fact that since work commenced on 
three cylinder 4-6-2 No. 71 000 Duke of 
Gloucester at Tyseley, it has experienced a 
surge in applications for membership. 

By late January, 251 members had 
been registered by the trust which has set 
a target of 300 by the end of March. 

"Applications are being received almost 
on a daily basis and counting," said trust 
chairman TrevorTuckley. 

He said that over two years ago the 
Duke sat at Crewe in a sorry state and with 
a big question hanging over its future. 

"The BR Class 8 Steam locomotiveTrust 
was created on November 21 , 201 3 and 
it was that at that point the first steps 
were taken towards a new and secure 
future for what is a unique example of BR 
engineering" he said. 

"It was clear that a whole new 
philosophy had to be adhered to in 
order to take care of the interests of 
the locomotive. This had to cover not 



Duke of Gloucester's front tubeplate. 


only manner in which the trust was 
to be managed but also, even at that 
early stage, there was a desire highlight 
the uniqueness of the Duke and that 
uniqueness had to seen to carry through 
into the trust itself 

"In addition there has been - from the 
beginning - a keen focus on financial 
planning, budgeting and discipline, 
these elements being seen as essential 
not simply to fund the current heavy 
overhaul but to secure a reliable revenue 



The smokebox of No. 71000 under 
overhaul at Tyseley. 


generating operation to help lay solid 
financial foundations for the future." 

So, having created the new trust 
just over two years ago what has been 
achieved in a very busy period since 
then? 

Trevor said that the current rising 
membership is contributing over £40,000 
per year. By the end of December, the 
trust had raised more than £1 25,000. 

Tyseley has completed the removal of 
all boiler tubes, the removal of the right- 


hand and centre cylinder steam pipes 
and with the assistance of trust members, 
the removal of the cab electrics, and the 
next job, taking the cab off prior to lifting 
the boiler. 

201 8 remains the target date for the 
Duke to return to main line operation. 

Trevor added: "The current team who 
have brought us to where we are today 
have overcome significant obstacles 
and together have laid a sound base 
for progress to continue which would 
not have happened without their 
tremendous commitment. They are the 
Duke's management committee of Ron 
Mitchell, Steve Wakeland, Ken Grubb and 
Stuart Sladdin supported by Jim Burrows, 
Ian Murray and Alex Neal." 

■4 Anyone who would like to join the 
trust is invited to visit www.theduke. 
uk.com/membership or write to 
The Membership Principal, BR Class 
8 LocomotiveTrust, Folgate House, 
Folgate Road, North Walsham, Norfolk 
NR280AJ. 


DBS trains crews on Western Champion to expand main line operations 


PEPPERCORN A1 4-6-2 No. 601 63 
Tornado is set to make its first visit to 
Scarborough since the locomotive - 
then brand new - made its main line 
debut by running to the seaside on its 
first proving run in November 2008. 

On Saturday June 4, the A1 returns, 
heading its first passenger train, the 
'Scarborough Flyer,' to the popular east 
coast resort. 

Departing King's Cross at 8.1 5am, the 
'Flyer' calls at Potters Bar, Peterborough 
and York before travelling on to the 
resort via Malton. An added attraction 


for locals is the fact a limited number of 
return tickets from York to Scarborough 
will be available. 

After a three-hour break by the sea. 
Tornado is booked to head the 'Flyer' 
back to York where steam gives way to 
electric traction for the homeward run 
back to King's Cross, arriving at 9.1 5pm. 

The particular train adds to growing 
list of excursions booked for A1 haulage 
in addition to its Belmond 'British 
Pullman' commitments. 

On February 1 4, the 4-6-2 is down to 
head 'The Red Rose'from Paddington 


to Worcester, and then the engine visits 
Didcot during March 25-29, the last day 
offering driving experience sessions. 

A keynote trip is dated for April 2 
when Tornado takes the all-Pullman 
'Devon Belle' out of Waterloo to Exeter 
replicating the shortlived train of 
the same name run by the Southern 
Railway which, advertised as nonstop 
to St David's, actually stopped at Wilton 
South to change engines and crews en 
route to Devon. 

This occasion offers a rare chance to 
experience history on wheels. No doubt 


there are more trips with the A1 to be 
confirmed, but meanwhile the VSOE 
programme will keep the engine busy 
with bookings on March 1 2 and April 
8 when the 4-6-2 heads the Belmond 
'British Pullman'luncheon train around 
the familiar Surrey Hills route. 

On May 1 1 , the Pullman train heads 
for Bath and Bristol, then reverts to 
Surrey Hills luncheon trips on May 27, 
June 1 8, July 3 and August 1 2. 

Tickets for A1 Trust tours can be 
booked through UK Railtours or by 
visiting www.a1 steam.com 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Clan Line extra work appeal 


CURRENTLY at Crewe for overhaul, the 
Merchant Navy Preservation Society's 
flagship No. 35028 Clan Line is the subject 
of an appeal to meet the additional cost of 
work needed for the its return to the main 
line at the latter end of this year. 

Society spokesman Alan French said 
that when the Bulleid was withdrawn 
after its last trip in June 201 5, the group 
was confident that sufficient funds were 
in place to cover the cost of the expected 
level of boiler and mechanical work 
involved in the overhaul. 

However, a full strip down at Crewe 
revealed that additional work will be 
required, largely, but not exclusively, on 


the 4-6-2's boiler and firebox. The work, 
which includes the need for substantial 
testing, the cost of which has only now 
become apparent, will add 
approximately £85,000 to the estimate 
provided by the contractor before 
work began. 

In the light of this development, the 
society has launched an appeal for 
additional funds to enable Clan Line to be 
returned to traffic. 

Alan said that donations of any value 
will be most welcome but as some 
enthusiasts prefer their donation to be 
linked to specific items, there are two 
parallel appeals running for funds to 


enable donors to purchase individual fire 
bars and stays. 

Buying and installing approximately 400 
stays as required following the renewal of 
steel plate in the firebox will account for 
£1 6,000 alone, while all 1 80 firebars will 
need to be replaced. Single stays can be 
purchased for £40 each and firebars for 
£20 each. 

Alan said many readers of Heritage 
Railway will share the group's desire to 
ensure Clan Line will be at the forefront of 
commemorations of the 50th anniversary 
of the end of Southern steam in 201 7. 

He said that there is an appropriate 
programme of events being worked on 


with operator DB Schenker and charter 
partners UKRailtoursand Pathfinder. 

For details of howto help the project, 
visit www.clan-line.org.uk 

In recent years, Clan Line has worked 
less than a handful of excursions because 
if its commitments to the Venice Simplon 
Orient-Express, but with numbers of 
Pullman trains falling - less than 20 this 
year - it is anticipated the 4-6-2 and 
the society will look to increase future 
bookings with railtour promoters which 
will open up opportunities more Bulleid 
enthusiasts to experience a Merchant 
Navy at its best working trains over a 
wider area. 


Ferryhill: 40 years of debris cleared 



Artist's impressions of the turntable area and visitor centres at Ferryhill. 



Work on Blue 
Peter to start 

JEREMY HOSKING'S Crewe engineering 
centre is to start work on restoring 
LNER A2 Pacific Blue Peter to main line 
standards by the end of March. 

No. 60532, the sole surviving member 
of the class, was outshopped new by BR 
in 1948. 

During steaming trials in 1 951, the 4-6-2 
was recorded running at 1 0Omph hauling 
the'Aberdonian'between Stonehaven and 
Montrose. 

In addition to its BR duties, Blue Peter 
was in demand by railtour promoters, the 
engine making its last excursion over the 
Waverley route. 

Purchased by the Drury family and 
looked after by NELPG, the A2 was made 
available for railtoursfrom 1 992, but in 
1 994 suffered a major mechanical failure 
when it went into an uncontrolled slip 
departing Durham station working an 
Edinburgh-York train. 

Its main line ticket expired in 2001 and 
the 4-6-2 worked out it time on the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway until the end of 
the 2002 season. 

Until joining Jeremy's fleet last year the 
A2's future hung in the balance but now 
comes the news that LNER enthusiasts 
have been waiting for. . . 

Other news from Crewe reveals that BR 
4-6-2 No. 70000 Britannia is not expected 
to be returned to traffic until "mid 201 6" 
meaning that the engine will miss the 
first leg of the Railway Touring Company's 
'Great Britain IX'in late April. 

Bulleid 4-6-2 Braunton should be 
available to work that touras planned, 
but with another - yet to be announced 
- partner. 

The talked of a fast track return of 4-6-0 
Nunney Castle remain on hold awaiting a 
report on the boiler's condition. 

As reported last issue, the overhaul of A4 
Bittern is scheduled to begin next year. 

The late Bert Hitchen's'Black Five' 

No. 45231 The Sherwood Forester, is still 
at Carnforth awaiting the replacement of 
'borrowed' parts. 

Finally, as widely publicised, Royal Scot 
will have made its main line debut with an 
RTCtripto Holyhead on February 6. 
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PLANS to re-establish a main line 
locomotive servicing point and 
visitor centre on the site of the former 
Caledonian Railway shed at Aberdeen, 
have taken several steps forward during 
the past year. 

Since Main Line News last covered 
the project, Ferryhill Railway Heritage 
Trust chairman Dr Jon Tyler says 
that volunteers have worked hard 
throughout 201 5 clearing the area 
leased from Network Rail. 

"Large amounts of shrubs, trees and 
other materials haven removed by skip 
and a new roadway constructed. 

"Around 40 years of debris 
accumulated on the site has been sent 
for recycling or disposal.This work has 
provided access through the main gates 
by an articulated lorry, something that 
has not happened for years." 

In addition, a new path is to be 
constructed to allow access by 
pedestrians walking through an adjacent 
park for which a grant of £2500 has been 
made by Aberdeen City Council to assist 
with costs of material and work. 

Looking to the more immediate future, 
the trust is expecting to take delivery of 
several items of rolling stock including 
two Caledonian Railway box vans 
donated by the Severn Valley Railway 
and the Kidderminster Railway Museum. 
A small grant has been obtained 
towards the cost of transportation and 
restoration work. 

Currently work is taking place 
inside the partially restored workshop 
continues, groups of volunteers 
refurbishing two Wickham trolleys 
which it is hoped will enable short 
demonstration runs to be provided 
when completed. 


THE Ecclesbourne Valley Railway has 
joined forces with the Derbyshire 
Children's Holiday Centre to run a 
fundraising steam-hauled trip to 
Skegness. 

The trip, which will mark the charity's 


Discussions are underway with other 
local railway groups regarding possible 
co-operation which could eventually 
lead to one or more diesel or even steam 
locomotives being based on the site. 

In the meantime, some of the 
regrouping track has had to be replaced 
because of severe corrosion, the 
bottom head of the rails having almost 
disappeared in places. Similarly, rail 
and sleepers on the turntable are badly 
corroded and will need to be replaced. 

Trust secretary David Clucas said that 


1 25th anniversary, will leave Derby on 
Sunday, September 25. 

Demand for the 450 seats in expected 
to be high. 

Centre chairman Bill Tomlinson 
said:"This event, recreating the steam 


access to the table's drainage system 
continues to present problems in as 
much that the four narrow right angled 
access points have so far proved to be 
troublesome. 

He also said that the trust would 
be grateful in finding someone 
experienced in compiling a detailed 
written submission to the Lottery Fund 
for a grant. 

Such a person, new volunteers and 
visitors are welcome to contact the Trust 
by visiting www.frht.org.uk 


journey that took so many children to 
the Centre until the Fifties, is an exciting, 
memorable and thought provoking 
occasion. 

Tickets can be obtained by emailing 
admin@dchc.org.uk 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 


Ecclesbourne to run charity trip to Skegness 





LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 passes Kettlebeck Bridge on a test run from West Coast Railways' Carnforth base to Hellifield on January 28 after long running 
repairs. MICHAEL ANDERSON 


SEE CLASSIC TRACTION ON THE NATIONAL NETWORK 


B y Fred Kerr 

CURRENT planned use of heritage 
traction has been scuppered by 
the weather and the consequential 
diversions that have been found 
necessary. 

One of the main sufferers of 
the weather has been the Anglo- 
Scottish sleeper service where the 
damage to the bridge at Lamington 
is expected to see the West Coast 
Main Line closed between Lockerbie 
and Carstairs until the beginning of 
March. 

This closure has resulted in the 
services now operating out of 
different stations. The Lowland 
service to Glasgow still operates out 
of Euston but the electric locomotive 
is changed to diesel traction at 
Carlisle as the service is routed via 
the Glasgow & South Western route 
through Dumfries using pairs of Class 
4778s, while the Highland service 


now operates with a reduced portion 
of 1 2 vehicles from King's Cross to 
Edinburgh where a split of services 
still takes place. 

The Highland service has been 
further diverted at weekends due 
to East Coast Main Line engineering 
work leading to pairs of Class 47/8s 
operating between Doncaster and 
Newcastle over the diversionary 
Durham Coast route. At the London 
end the empty coaching stock still 
operates to/from Wembley for 
servicing, with workings from both 
Euston and King's Cross. 

Interest is now focused on the 
forthcoming diversion of the Fort 
William portion to Oban during 
February where the traction is 
proposed to be Class 73/9s working 
in top-and-tail mode - the first 
operation of the new locomotives 
on sleeper services in Scotland. It is 
reported that drivers have described 
them as "the New Sulzers" which. 


given the reputation earned by 
Class 27s on West Highland services, 
suggests that they will be a popular 
addition to the GB Railfreight fleet. 

Stock transfers 

The Class 37 story continues apace as 
class members continue to operate 
the wide variety of services for 
various Train Operating Companies. 
The latest addition of Class 37/7 
No. 37884 to the roster as it settles 
into its regular work of stock transfers 
between Derby Works and Ramsgate 
has been accompanied by the short 
term hire of Class 37/0 No. 37025 by 
Colas Railfreight while the Colas fleet 
of Class 37s have been busy with 
their Network Rail duties on various 
inspection trains. 

Confusion also surrounds the policy 
of Direct Rail Services, one of the 
biggest operators of Class 37 traction, 
where it has announced the sale of 
one Class 20 No. (2031 2), five Class 


37s Nos. (37503/510/608/61 1/670) 
and five Class 47s (Nos. 

4781 0/81 3/81 8/828/853) with 
tenders due by the closing date of 
February 5. Confusion arises from 
both the fact that No. 37608 is still in 
use and that the company is taking 
on further Class 37 locomotives. 

RVEL at Derby has recently released 
No. 37069 to traffic after lengthy 
overhaul. 

RVEL has also received Class 
37/4 No. 37025 from the Scottish 
Thirty-Seven Group at Bo'ness to 
complete restoration prior to the 
commencement of a long-term hire 
to DRS while also undertaking the 
restoration of Class 37/4 Nos. 37407 
which had been salvaged from the 
Churnet Valley Railway in 2015. 

To add to the confusion was the 
indefinite suspension of coastal 
services between Carlisle and Barrow 
on January 26, following major 
damage to the sea wall at Parton. 


Freightliner’s 86 changes 

THE 'heritage' members of Freightliner's Class 86/6 fleet 
continue at work despite many class members now being 
over 50 years old. 

No. 86637, introduced to service as E31 30 in December 
1 965 and stored at Penrith following an axle failure in 
December 201 5, was moved to Wes tCoast Railway's 
Carnforth base for onward transfer to Crewe by road for repair 
at the end of January. 

'Prototype'Class 86/5 No. 86501 , introduced to service as 
E31 80 in October 1 965, is being restored to Class 86/6 as 
No. 86608 - its fleet number before conversion to a Class 86/5. 


Class 73 conversion progress 

THE first pair of Class 73/9 conversions, Nos. 73951/2, completed 
by Railway Vehicle Engineering Ltd at Derby, have been noted 
undertaking tests between Derby and Crewe since mid-January. The 
first run was made on January 1 4, supported by Colas Rail Freight 
Class 37 No. 37057, although the test on January 26 was curtailed at 
Uttoxeter and the locomotives returned to Derby. 

Progress by RVEL has proved slower than the conversion 
programme undertaken by Brush Traction at Loughborough where 
No. 73969 has been undergoing static tests while Nos. 73961 -5 are 
at work at Tonbridge and Nos. 73966-8 are operating in Scotland on 
driver training prior to taking up duties on sleeper services. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 


Class 50 returns 
to main line 

CLASS 50 No. 50050 Fearless returned 
to the main line on January 25 when it 
undertook a test run from Washwood to 
Nuneaton with Colas Class 37 No. 371 1 6 
providing insurance support. 

Its original owners at the Yeovil Railway 
Centre sold it to its present owner during 
201 5 in the hope of seeing a quicker 
return to main line service. 
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WITH FXJLL REGULATOR 

LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW 
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LMS 'Black Five' 4-6-Os Nos. 44871 and 45407 climb towards Blea Moor at Helwith Bridge with the 'Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express' on January 23. ROBERT FALCONER 


TABLE ONE: RAWTENSTALL TO HEYWOOD ELR 


Date 

January 9, 2016 

Train 

1220 Rawtenstall to Heywood ELR 

Loco 

Class 7 4-6-2 No. 60103 Flying Scotsman 


Plus Brush A1A-A1A No. 31.466 

Load 

8 coaches, 280 tons tare, 305 tons gross 

Recorder 

Don Benn 

Weather 

Cloudy, damp 


miles sched mins secs speed 


Rawtenstall 

0.00 

00.00 00 

00 

92 mins late 



sigs stop 


18/0* 

Townsend Fold 

0.50 

03 

28 

13 

Ewood Bridge 

1.34 

06 

04 

1972/13728 

Irwell Vale 

1.85 

07 

33 

15724 

Stubbins 

3.10 

10 

51 

22/m 

Ramsbottom 

3.92 

14 

36 

09* 

Nuttall Tunnel 

4.59 

16 

51 

20/24 

Summerseat 

5.27 

18 

30 

20*/tsr 10* 

Burrs Viaduct 

6.62 

22 

34 

31 



sigs stop 


0* 

Bury Bolton Street 

7.90 

30 

28 

1072/4* 

Metro Bridge 

8.24 

32 

13 

12 

Roche Viaduct 

9.09 

34 

25 

2772 

MP8 

9.50 

35 

28 

25 

MP7 

10.50 

38 

02 

2272 

MP6 

11.50 

41 

17 

16 

Heywood 

11.06 

49.00 45 

03 

87 min late 


* brakes 
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By Don Benn 


JANUARY 23 should have seen Flying Scotsman return to 
the main line working the'Winter Cumbrian Mountain 
Express'from Manchester Victoria to Carlisle and back, 
but unfortunately it wasn't ready as brake problems 
had been evident during its test runs in service on the 
East Lancashire Railway. Instead its place was taken by 
the ever reliable'Riley Fives'Nos. 44871 and 45407, and 
thanks to the efforts of Peter Hewitt I am able to report 
on the excellent work done by these two stalwarts. 

But first I can relate how Flying Scotsman got on during 
its test running on the ELR on January 9. 1 bought a ticket 
for the 1 1 .30am train from Bury almost as soon as they 
were released and was looking forward to the event 
when we would finally see Flying Scotsman emerge 
from its long period of overhaul. Notan easy journey 
though as I had to drive to Basingstoke at 4am in order to 
find my usual Crosscountry train to Manchester, but at 
least it was on time and I arrived at Bolton Street in good 
time via the excellent Metro tram link. 

I knew that the previous day Flying Scotsman was 
experiencing brake problems, and that'Black Five' 

No. 45407 was likely to be coupled inside, but what I 
was not prepared for was the scene of organised chaos 
which greeted me on the platform. It transpired that No. 
45407 had failed early that morning and that nothing 
was running as planned, but even worse a diesel loco 
would be working with the restored A3! 

After a while the ELR guys sorted things out (in a 
fashion) and announced that everything would run 


about an hour late, so after a trip to Ramsbottom behind 
No. 34092 City of Wells, looking resplendent in full 
'Golden Arrow' regalia, returning behind LMS 'Crab' 2-6-0 
No. 1 3065, 1 found a place on the platform to await my 
11. 30 train. 

By now the 60 minute lateness had grown somewhat 
and it was 1 2.50pm before we were shepherded onto 
the train by the excellent steward and got under way. 

In all honesty I really could not hear much noise from 
No. 601 03 as we climbed to Rawtenstall and so I have 
tabulated in Table One the return run to Heywood, 
which was taken very cautiously with diesel No. 3 1 466 
doing some of the work, especially on the 1 -in-85 climb 
from the Roche viaduct. 

At Heywood, now 87 minutes late, I had to abandon 
the train in order to find a bus back into Manchester to 
ensure that I caught my train to London on which 
I had an Advance ticket. So not a very auspicious start 
and it was therefore no surprise to learn that No. 601 03 
would not be working its first main line trip on 
January 23. Instead this would be worked bythe'Riley 
Fives'Nos. 44871 and 45407, and although I could not 
get a ticket for this Peter Hewitt has kindly sent me 
details of the train running, which is shown in Tables Two 
and Three, together with his narrative, which is set out 
below. 

Peter writes: "There is a long-standing mid-winter 
tradition of a double-headed circular steam bash from 
Manchester Victoria, often but not always involving the 
'Black Rileys'This was to have been replaced this year by 
the inaugural main line excursion of Flying Scotsman, 

Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 
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TABLE THREE: CARLISLE TO WIGAN 



LMS 'Black Five' 4-6-Os Nos. 44871 and 45407 pass Penrith with the 'Winter Cumbrian Mountain Express' on 


January 23. MAURICE BURNS 


TABLE TWO: HELLIFIELD TO CARLISLE 

Date 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 

Train 

06.20 CME Manchester Victoria to Carlisle 

Pilot Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 44871 

Train Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 45407 

Load 

12 coaches, 438 tons tare, 485 tons gross 
Brush Co-Co No. 57.313 on rear for ETH 

Drivers 

Ron Smith on No. 44871 
Steve Chipperfield on No. 45407 

Firemen 

Matt Earnshaw on No. 44871 
Matt Durkan on No. 45407 

Recorder 

Peter Hewitt 

Position 

2 of 12 

Weather 

Mostly cloudy 

miles sched mins secs speed 


Hellifield 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

45 mins 

Long Preston 

1.23 


03 

22 

42/60 

Settle Junction 

3.25 

07.00 

06 

02 

56 

Settle 

5.21 


07 

42 

51 

Stainforth Sidings 

6.97 


09 

52 

45 

TaitlandsTunnel 

7.40 


10 

27 

43 

Helwith Bridge 

9.22 


13 

07 

42 

Horton-in-Ribblesdale 

11.26 

22.00 

15 

47 

43 

Selside 

13.52 


18 

57 

40 

Ribblehead 

15.92 

31.00 

21 

57 

* 

Blea Moor 

17.21 

35.00 

26 

02 

23 

Blea MoorTunnel 

18.04 


27 

57 

22 

Dent Head Viaduct 

19.89 


- 

- 

55 

Dent 

22.12 


33 

32 

33* 

Rise Hill Tunnel 

22.86 


34 

32 

48/57 

Garsdale 

25.40 

48.00 

37 

27 

54 

Moorcock Tunnel 

26.21 


38 

22 

56/51 

Ais Gill Summit 

28.47 


39 

52 

54/60 

Mallerstang 

31.97 


44 

27 

57 

BirkettTunnel 

33.01 


45 

34 

58 

Kirkby Stephen 

35.30 

60.00 

47 

47 

61 

Smardale Viaduct 

37.40 


49 

57 

59 

Crosby Garrett 

38.47 


51 

02 

58 

Griseburn 

40.64 


53 

12 

61 

Helm Tunnel 

41.89 


54 

22 

59 

Ormside 

43.52 


56 

02 

58 

Appleby 

46.00 

73.00 

60 

27 

33 mins 


* brakes 


but in the end it was not to be. 

The long and painstaking overhaul at Rileys just 
needed a little more fettling, but in the end the 
paperwork was finished just too late to allow the 
necessary main line tests before Scotsman could run. 

So it was that the mid-winter tradition was upheld, 
and No 44871 was summoned back from the NYMR so 
that Ian's immaculate pair of Stanier'Black Five'4-6-0s 
could head the Railway Touring Company's'Winter 
Cumbrian Mountain Express!They pulled into Victoria 
with a Mk 2 POB, 1 1 Mk 1 s and diesel No. 5731 3 to 
provide electric heat. 

Leaving 24 minutes late due to the late arrival of the 
locomotives on NR metals from the ELR, we were held 
again atOrdsall Lane Junction, but after that we blasted 
our way westwards on the 1 86-year-old line towards 
Liverpool. We accelerated alongside the M602 to 51 mph 
at Eccles, 55 at Patricroft and 57 at the M60, maintaining 
this near-maximum speed across Chat Moss until 
turning north onto the West Coast Main Line at Parkside 
Junction and Golborne Junction. We made our first 
60mph of the day near level track at Bamfurlong, but we 
were still 24 minutes down at the Wigan stop. 

Sharp climb 

Both engines then powered away, reaching 44 at the top 
of the 1 -in-1 04 at Boars Head. Still accelerating up the 
easier grades to 61 before Coppull, we managed 64 on 
the run down to Balshaw Lane, but then had to mosey 
against signals until turning right at Farington Junction, 
now 27 late. A sharp climb through Bamber Bridge took 
us up to 37 at the summit at Hoghton and we had pulled 
a few minutes back by the Blackburn stop. 

Once past Daisyfield Junction we had another sharp 
climb up to Ramsgreave and Wilpshire, accelerating all 
the way and reaching the station at 34mph. Downhill 
towards Whalley we touched 47 through Langho but 
there were no more fireworks along the freight-only line. 
We reached Hellifield only 1 0 minutes down, but filling 
two tenders from a single-headed standpipe was never 
going to be quick. 

I was intrigued to note that one hose led from the 
standpipe to the rear engine (No. 45407) then another 
from No. 45407 to No. 44871 on the front. Pumping or 
even siphoning I wondered. By the time this was done 
we were 45 late and we were told we were being held to 


Date 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 

Train 

14.14 CME Carlisle to Manchester Victoria 

Pilot Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 44871 

Train Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 45407 

Load 

1 2 coaches, 438 tons tare, 485 tons gross 
Brush Co-Co No. 57.313 on rear for ETH 

Drivers 

Mick Kelly on No. 44871 
Ian Riley on No. 45407 

Firemen 

John Rogers on No. 44871 
Jack Johnson on No. 45407 

Recorder 

Peter Hewitt 

Position 

2 of 12 

Weather 

Mostly cloudy 



miles 

sched 

mins 

secs 

speed 

Carlisle 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

R/T 

Upperby Junction 

1.34 


02 

20 

37 

Wreay 

4.93 


09 

50 

43 

Southwaite 

7.40 


13 

00 

53/50 

Calthwaite 

10.80 


16 

40 

51 

Plumpton UGL 

12.83 


19 

35 

56/53 

Long Ashes 

15.90 


22 

30 

56 

Penrith 

17.85 


24 

35 

46/53/16* 

Eden Valley UGL 

21.15 

32.00 

33 

10 




53.00 

59 

10 


Clifton 

22.10 


61 

35 

24 

Harrisons Sidings 

27.44 


69 

45 

45 

Shap Old Station 

29.38 


72 

13 

50 

Shap Summit 

31.35 


75 

15 

42 

Scout Green 

33.95 


77 

45 

57 

Tebay 

36.89 

75.00 

80 

50 

49* 

Dillicar 

39.10 


- 

- 

51 

Low Gill 

41.04 


84 

55 

55 

Grayrigg 

42.94 


87 

35 

51 

Lambrigg 

44.85 


- 

- 

57 

Oxenholme 

50.00 

89.00 

95 

05 

58 

Hincaster Junction 

53.60 


99 

12 

56 

Carnforth DGL 

63.00 

112.00 

114 

50 

3 mins late 


0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

1 min early 

Hest Bank 

2.96 


05 

28 

52 

Morecombe Sth Jet 

4.20 

8.00 

08 

30 

55 

Lancaster 

6.11 

11.00 

10 

25 

58 

Calgate 

10.41 


14 

50 

62 

Bay Horse 

11.84 


16 

15 

61 

Wyre Viaduct 

14.04 


18 

42 

61 

Garstang 

17.65 

23.00 

22 

02 

60/62 

Barton 

22.36 


26 

51 

57/50 

Oxheys 

25.76 


- 

- 

53 

Preston 

27.09 

38.00 

35 

02 

4 mins early 


0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

R/T 

Farington Jet 

2.69 

5.00 

05 

10 

39 

Leyland 

3.98 


07 

05 

44 

Euxton Jet 

5.50 

13.00 

09 

30 

25*/7*sigs 

Balshaw Lane 

6.76 

25.00 

17 

55 

25 

Coppull Smt 

10.21 


22 

56 

41/44/42 

Standish 

11.88 


25 

55 

63 

Boars Head 

12.96 


26 

57 

60 

Wigan 

15.14 

36.00 

30 

42 

6 mins early 






* brakes 


let the service train past. But two minutes later, with no 
train having passed, the signal rose and the'Riley Fives' 
were off like a pair of rockets. 

The bark from the two locomotives echoed across 
Upper Ribblesdale as their speed rose quickly to 42 at 
Long Preston and right up to 60 at The Riddings, well 
before Settle Junction, reached in six minutes at 56, saving 
a minute on the schedule already. Onto the 1 -in-1 00 of 
the S & C proper, we passed Settle at 5 1 , Stainforth at 45 
and entered TaitlandsTunnel at 43. At Helwith Bridge we 
reattained 43, then briefly up to 45 on the level stretch 
then back to 43 at Horton-in-Ribblesdale, by which 
time we had gained eight minutes on the schedule. We 
maintained this sort of speed until the Ribblehead slowing, 
then barked up to Blea Moor and the tunnel in the 20s. 

We skimmed blithely along the mostly level tops 
through Dent and Garsdale in the 50s and went over Ais 0 
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MAIN LINE NEWS 


[ TABLE FOUR: SALISBURY TO YEOVIL JUNCTION 

Date 

December 16, 2013 

Train 

Cathedrals Express 

Train Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 45407 

Pilot Engine 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 44871 

Load 

10 coaches, 351 tons tare, 385 tons gross 

Driver 

Pete Roberts on No. 44871, Dave Hewson on No. 45407 

Recorder 

Don Benn 

Position 

3 of 10 

Weather 

wet with west wind 


miles sched mins secs speed 


Salisbury 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

8 mins late 

MP 85% 

1.70 


03 

47 

32/3872 

Wilton South 

2.50 

7.00 

05 

45 

30* 

MP90 

6.45 


10 

41 

5772 

Dinton 

8.30 


12 

45 

5272 

MP93 

9.45 


14 

02 

56/53 

Tisbury Loop 

12.45 


17 

08 

54 

Tisbury 

12.65 

21.30 

17 

35 

55 

MP97 

13.45 


18 

26 

5772 

MP99 

15.45 


20 

36 

53 

Semley 

17.60 


23 

03 

4772 

MP 102 

18.45 


24 

10 

5972 

Gillingham 

21.70 

35.00 

29 

12 

20* 

Buckhorn Weston 

23.95 


33 

15 

42 

MP 10972 

25.95 


35 

30 

56/547577- 

Templecombe 

28.50 

47.00 

39 

15 

21729 

MP 11372 

29.95 


42 

46 

24* tsr 

Milborne Port 

30.90 


44 

01 

51/4972 

MP 116 

32.45 


45 

46 

5672 

Sherborne 

34.55 

55.00 

50 

17 

2 mins late 


0.00 

0.00 


00 

00 

Wyke Crossing 

2.75 


04 

29 

52/7* sigs 

Yeovil Junction 

4.60 

12.00 

12 

03 

R/T 

*brakes/check 


TABLE FIVE: GARSDALE TO CARLISLE 


Date 

February 21, 1981 
1350 Hellifield to Carlisle CME 

Loco 

LMS Class 5 4-6-0 No. 4767 

Load 

1 1 coaches, 395 tons tare, 425 tons gross 

Recorder 

Don Benn 

Position 

3of 11 

Weather 

Sunny spells 



miles 

sched mins 

secs 

speed 

Garsdale 

0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

17 mins early 

AisGill 

3.07 

8.00 

05 

55 

45/54 

Mallerstang 

6.57 


10 

09 

44754 

Kirkby Stephen 

9.90 


14 

10 

5075372 

Crosby Garrett 

13.07 


17 

52 

46751 

Griseburn 

15.14 


20 

21 

60 

Ormside 

18.12 


23 

30 

49753 

Appleby 

20.60 

35.00 

28 

04 



0.00 

0.00 

00 

00 

10 mins early 

Long Marton 

2.93 


04 

53 

54 

New Biggin 

6.08 


09 

22 

41748 

Culgaith 

7.44 


10 

51 

5572 

Langwathby 

11.00 


15 

10 

50748 

Little Salkeld 

12.43 


16 

53 

56 

Lazonby 

15.33 


20 

30 

4575072 

MP295 

17.72 


23 

43 

41/45 




sigs stop 



Armathwaite 

20.86 


28 

25 

0* 




35 

47 


Low House Crossing 

22.42 


39 

23 

42 

Cotehill 

23.82 


41 

01 

537 2 /30*tsr 

Cumwhinton 

26.88 


46 

15 

49 

Scotby 

28.08 


47 

36 

5772 

Carlisle 

30.78 

43.00 

53 

21 

R/T 


net time Appleby to Carlisle 41 minutes 



LNER A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman departs from Bury on the East Lancashire Railway on January 17. 

DAVE RODGERS 


Gill at 54 in 41 minutes from Hellifield.Wethen rattled 
down all the way to Appleby, arriving 32 minutes late, at 
a consistent 60mph, the maximum both for the line and 
these locomotives. After taking water we left 35 minutes 
late and more speedy and consistent running towards 
Carlisle, arriving 32 late, saw 59 at KirkbyThore, 62 at 
Culgaith, 60 at Long Meg, and 61 at Scotby, a sound end 
to a thrilling outbound run.The initial start and climb 
to Selside was so rapid that the assistance of the diesel 
cannot be ruled out. 

Carlisle station was in emergency mode following the 
bridge collapse at Lamington on the main Caledonian 
route to Glasgow. Pendolinos from down south were all 
terminating, Super Voyagers were shuttling to Glasgow 
via the GWS route, andTPE electric units were running 
only to Lockerbie. So the platforms and central roads 
were very busy, and our stock was towed out very soon 
after our arrival. When it came back in shortly before 
departure, it was clear that all shunting movements 
had been dispensed with: the whole train had been 
turned on the triangle. So I was lucky enough to be in 
the second coach all day, continuing to get the great 
sound effects. 

Our'Black Fives' pulled us briskly out of Carlisle on 
time on the WCML southwards. We passed Wreay at 43, 
Southwaite at 53 and Plumpton at 56. We slowed for 
Penrith to pass on time at 46 and were then looped at 
Eden Valley for other traffic to pass. Climbing away, we 
passed Harrisons Sidings at 46 and Shap station at 50, 
but went more slowly over Shap Summit at 42. We ran 
freely down past Scout Green at 57 then after slowing 
to 49 atTebay we were in the 50s all the way through 
to Carnforth, where we stopped three minutes late for 
water. 

Once more we got away sharply and were up to 55 at 
Morecambe South Junction before giving the punters at 
Lancaster a storming display at 58mph. 

All along the level stretch to Preston we were within one 
or two mph of our 60 limit, covering the 20.95 miles from 
passing Lancaster to stopping at Preston four minutes 
early in 24 mins 37 seconds, a good piece of running. 

Southwards from Preston we dawdled, awaiting 


paths through the various junctions. But after Coppull 
the 'Fives' were given their head again, reaching 63 
at Standish and still doing 61 past Boars Head, before 
arriving at Wigan six minutes early. More dawdling 
until we left the congested WCML at Golborne, as 
this morning, we fairly sprinted across Chat Moss 
and were still doing 61 at Eccles before a four-minute 
early arrival at Manchester Piccadilly at the end of an 
excellent day.' 

No great effort 

The'Riley 5s' have, of course, produced many good 
performances and one was reported in my column 
in HR 1 99. 1 had high hopes that this trip around Kent 
would be repeated at the end of 201 5 using the same 
pairing but it wasn't to be sol have found a jaunt on 
a 'Cathedrals Express'trip to Sherborne and Yeovil 
in December 201 3 and the section from Salisbury 
westwards is shown in Table Four. With only 10 coaches 
for 385 tons no great effort was needed, but Pete 
Roberts and Dave Hewson made the engines work 
hard up the 1 -in-1 00 from Gillingham to Buckhorn 
Weston tunnel and again away from the bridge slack 
afterTemplecombe gaining nearly five minutes on 
the schedule to Sherborne. What a shame that the 
60mph limit of these engines prevented some really fast 
running over this superb switchback route. It is to be 
hoped that Tornado can be found a suitable fast path for 
its forthcoming trip to Exeter on April 2. 

Finally this month I return to the ever-attractive Settle 
and Carlisle line and a northbound run with another 
LMS 'Black Five'4-6-0 No. 4767 George Stephenson with 
a heavy 425-ton load.Table Five shows the running 
between a photo and runpast (remember them?) stop 
at Garsdale and Carlisle on a day of good weather and 
timekeeping, with the 'Five' doing all that was asked of it. 
Fine engines indeed, both back in the real days of steam 
and today. 

At the time of writing, West Coast Railways is again 
under scrutiny but Flying Scotsman is expected to make 
its public main line debut imminently and I hope to 
report on it in a future issue. GIB 

n Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 
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MAIN LINE TOURS 



LMS Princess Coronation Pacific No. 46233 Duchess of Sutherland storms past Greenholme on the climb to Shap with the Railway Touring Company's 'Winter Cumbrian 
Mountain Express' on January 30. The train suffered delays returning south because of single line working on the Settle & Carlisle line north of Appleby. PHIL WATERFI ELD 


February 


SAT 13: Valentine White Rose' 

King's Cross, York and return. 
Steam-hauled throughout. 

Loco: No. 34067 Tangmere. RTC 
SUN 14: 'Red Rose' 

Paddington, Evesham, Worcester and 
return via Stroud. 

Steam-hauled throughout. 

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. UKRT 
SUN 14: 'TheTinBath' 

Preston, Manchester Piccadilly, Sheffield, 
Wakefield and return via Copy Pit. 
Steam-hauled throughout. 

Locos: Nos. 45690 Leander and 45699 
Galatea. RTC 


SAT 20: The Pendle Dalesman' 

Milton Keynes, Hellifield, Carlisle and 
return via Shap. 

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle, 
Carnforth. 

Loco: No. 45690 Leander or 45699 
Galatea. WCR 

THUR 25: 'Flying Scotsman' 

King's Cross, York and return. 
Steam-hauled: King's Cross, York. 

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. (Private 
charter.) 

SAT 27: 

St Neots, Hellifield, Carlisle and return 
via Shap. 

Steam-hauled: Hellifield, Carlisle. 

Loco: No. 45690 Leander or 45699 
Galatea. WCR 


March 


TUES 1: 'Cathedrals Express' 

Paddington, Bath, Cardiff and return. 
Steam-hauled: Challow, Cardiff and 
return. 

Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. SD 


Regular steam 


SATS Feb 20, 27, Mar 5, 12: 'Winter 
Cumbrian Mountain Express' 

Euston, Shap, Carlisle and return via 
Settle. 

Steam-hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle, 
Farington Junction. 

Loco: No. 46233 Duchess of Sutherland 
or No. 461 15 Scots Guardsman. RTC 


Tour Operators 

RTC Railway Touring 
Company 
01553 661500 

SD Steam Dreams 
01483 209888, 

0845 310458 

UKRT UK Railtours 
01438 715050 

WCR West Coast Railways 
0844 850 4685 


The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. We strongly advise that you confirm details of a particular trip with the promoter concerned. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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RAILWAYANA 


BY GEOFF COURTNEY 


It’s game, set and 
match at Stoneleigh 


THE full set from GWR No. 5030 Shirburn From the London Brighton & South 


Castle- nameplate, cabside numberplate 
and smokebox numberplate - will be 
on offer as a single lot at Great Central's 
March 5 sale at Stoneleigh. 

Built at Swindon in May 1 934, the 
4-6-0, one of the few named after a castle 
in Oxfordshire, was a long time South 
Wales locomotive, being withdrawn from 
Carmarthen (87G) in September 1 962. 

There's another interesting set too, 
comprising nameplate, town coat of 
arms and West Country Class scroll 
from SR-designed, BR-built No. 341 07 
Blandford Forum, a Pacific built at 
Brighton in April 1 950 and withdrawn 
from Exmouth Junction in October 1 964. 

Other GWR representatives include 
Dolhywel Grange (No. 6863) and two 
modified Halls, Fountains Flail (No. 7904) 
and Little WyrleyHall (No. 791 3), the 
last built in 1 950, the final year in which 
members of the class rolled off the 
Swindon production line. 


Coast Railway/Southern Railway comes 
Portland Bill, carried by HI 4-4-2 No. 
32038, built by Kitson &Co in December 
1 905 to the design of Douglas Earle 
Marsh and withdrawn from Brighton 
(75 A) by BR in July 1 95 1 , its 46 years of 
service being more than treble that of 
No. 791 3. 

Inevitably LMS Jubilees make their 
presence felt, in the shape of Manitoba 
(No. 45558) and Central Provinces 
(No. 45582), both of which emerged 
from the North British works in Glasgow 
in 1 934, the first year of the class's 
production. 

The sole LNER representative is Amadis 
from A1 No. 601 49, which, like No. 341 07, 
was a Big Four design but a BR product, 
having emerged from Darlington in May 
1 949. Named after the winner of the 1 909 
Doncaster Cup, this Pacific was withdrawn 
from Doncaster (36A) in June 1 964. 

GWR cabside numberplates include 




CHRISTS HOSPITAL 



5092 from Fresco Abbey and 1014 
from County of Glamorgan - the latter 
a replacement plate that was carried 
in service - while 9799 is notable not 
because the 1 936-built 0-6-0PT from 
which it comes has any claim to fame but 
because it was the highest GWR number. 

There are smokebox numberplates 
from BR-built SR West Country class Pacific 
No. 34097 Flolsworthy and LMS Jubilee 
No. 45647 Sturdee, worksplates from 1 947 
Doncaster-built LNER A2 
No. 60524 Flerringbone and 1 949 
Doncaster-built A1 No. 601 29 Guy 
Mannering, and headboards from 
'The Robin Hood' London St Pancras- 
Nottingham Midland express that ran 
from 1 959-62, and the'Pembroke Coast 
Express! 

I recorded the latter at Reading on a 
number of occasions in the late 1 950s, 
including on Monday, June 8, 1 959, when 
I noted both the Down on its way to 
Pembroke Dock (behind No. 5077 Fairey 
Battle) and the Up en route to Paddington 


(501 3 Abergavenny Castle) during a day 
when I listed every train at the station 
over an 1 1 -hour period, an endurance 
of concentration that I suspect would be 
beyond me today. 

Two station totem signs making their 
auction debut are Southern Region Dilton 
Marsh Halt (of the John Betjeman poem 
fame) and Midland Region Chapel-en- 
le-Frith South, there's Boat of Garten 
and Aviemorefrom two Scottish Region 
neighbouring stations - as a 1 950s' 
trainspotter I always found the name 
Boat of Garten in the shed lists to be 
compellingly intriguing - and SR targets 
include Christ's Hospital. 

From the industrial sector comes a 
Markham & Co worksplate carried by an 
unidentified former colliery or steelworks 
standard gauge O-4-OSTThis Chesterfield 
heavy engineering company, founded 
in 1 889, built only 1 7 steam locomotives 
in total, of which just eight were 0-4-0STs 
which emerged to traffic between 1 909 
and 1 91 4. The auction starts at 1 0am. 


Bloxham the venue for Great 
Central’s 2016 season opener 


GREAT Central launches its 201 6 live auction season 
on February 20, with a sale of about 800 lots at The 
Warriner School, Bloxham. 

These increasingly-popular auctions are a step 
removed from the railwayana norm - there are 
no reserves, no commission or telephone bids, 
no trade stands, viewing throughout the sale, 
a target of at least 1 20 lots sold per hour, and 
everything is to be taken away by the successful 
bidders on the day. 

"Just like a good old-fashioned auction," said 
auctioneer Mike Soden, who added the events 
had taken off better than expected. "It was initially a 
one-off a fewyears back to sell a collection of mainly 
handlamps, but has become a great success." 

Items include shedplates, signalling equipment, 
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handlamps and cast iron signs, while the sale on 
February 20 will also feature about 1 00 mainly 
00-gauge models, including Hornby, Bassett- 
Lowke and Wrenn examples. They come from 
several collections, and will be the highest number 
of models Great Central has ever sold in a single 
auction. Starting time is 9.30am. 

■4 A clockwork Gauge 1 LNWR Precursor Tank 
4-4-2T No. 44 (LMS No. 681 0), built by Bing 
of Germany for Bassett-Lowke, was the top 
railway model at a Vectis sale atThornaby 
on December 1 1, realising £400 (exc buyer's 
premium of 20% + VAT). The class of 50 
locomotives was built at Crewe between 1 906 
and 1 909 to the design of George Whale, and all 
had been withdrawn by 1 940. 


Limited appeal for 
three express models 

THREE limited production Gauge 1 live steam models of 
continental steam locomotives made by Aster of Japan for the 
Swiss model manufacturer Fulgurex were four-figure realisations 
at a train sale held by Vectis atThornaby on January 22. 

Top spot with a hammer price of £2000 went to PLM (Paris-Lyon- 
Mediterranean) Pacific No. 61 01 , followed at £1 700 by SNCF 2-8-2 
No. 141 R.1 244 with a 'Mistral' Paris-Nice express headboard and at 
£1400 by a second Pacific, a DB Class 01 . 

The prices for the three models, which were produced in 1 977, 

1 979 and 1 980 respectively, exclude buyer's premium of 20% 
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A busy year lies ahead 


The dates for a number of this year's railwayana 
auctions weren't published in last month's issue of 
Heritage Railway -so here's the up to date list, with 


effect from the next auction being held by Solent on 
February 1 3, which was previewed in last month's 
column: 


February 

1 3: Solent Railwayana, Wickham 

20: Great Central Railwayana, 
Bloxham 

27: London Transport Auctions, 
Croydon 

March 

5: Great Central Railwayana, 

Stoneleigh Park 

1 9: GW Railwayana, Pershore 

19: Transport Auctions of London, 
Croydon 

26: Talisman Railwayana, Newark 
Showground 

April 

9: Great Northern Railwayana, 

Poynton 

23: David Lewis, Crewe Heritage 
Centre 


May 

14: Talisman Railwayana, 
Templecombe 

June 

4: Great Central Railwayana, 

Stoneleigh Park 

1 8: Solent Railwayana, Wickham 
25: London Transport Auctions, 
Croydon 

July 

9: GW Railwayana, Pershore 

August 

6: Talisman Railwayana, Newark 

Showground 

6: Great Central Railwayana, 

Bloxham 


September 

3: Great Central Railwayana, 

Stoneleigh Park 

October 

1 : Great Northern Railwayana, 

Poynton 

22: Solent Railwayana, Wickham 
29: London Transport Auctions, 
Croydon 

November 

1 9: GW Railwayana, Pershore 
26: Talisman Railwayana, Newark 
Showground 

December 

3: Great Central Railwayana, 

Stoneleigh Park 


Splashing out 
on iconic LMS 
Southport 
poster 

AN iconic LMS poster by the 
Italian artist Fortunino Matania 
(1 881-1963) sold for £8600 at an 
Onslows' vintage poster internet 
auction on December 18. 

The poster, one of the most 
sought-after of its era, featured 
Southport Lido and was issued 
circa 1930. 

Runners-up at £1400 each 
were by Septimus E Scott (1 879- 
1 965) and F G Widgery (1861- 
1 942). The former promoted 
Weston-super-Mare and was 
issued jointly by the GWR and 
LMS, and the latter the Cornish 
Riviera and was issued by the 
GWR circa 1924. 

Another GWR joint poster, 
this time with SR, realised £950. 
Dating from 1 946, it promoted 
Cornwall and was the work of 
Adrian Allinson (1 890-1 959). The 
prices exclude buyer's premium 
of 1 8% (+ VAT). 



(HP The New Build G5 Company 

RECREATING A LEGEND 





The G5 Company Ltd 
5 Mount Pleasant 
West Mickley 
Stocksfield 
Northumberland 
NE43 7LP 


The New Build G5 Company are recreating Wilson Worsdell’s NER passenger 
tank locomotive, designed 120 years ago and over 50 years since it last 
steamed along Britain’s rails; the G5 was the workhorse of the railway. With all 
major components complete; bogie, boiler and frame, this is your opportunity 
to own part of a unique locomotive. 


TEL 07764 304210 

email: 

g5locomotive@gmail.com 

www.g5loco.co.uk 


There are several ways in which you can become part of 

The New Build G5 by becoming; a Friend of the G5 a Super-Friend; 

a Component Sponsor or a Shareholder. 

Shares now available from £100 


nn ■«» 


Call Richard on 07764 304210 to find out more. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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EAST COAST PACIFICS 
TO THE RESCUE! 


Flying Scotsman's last run for BR was in the 'Big Freeze' in January 1963. Robert 
Anderson recalls that at the time many of Scotsman's sister A3 Pacifies had a last spell 
of frontline express service as a result of the new diesels on the East Coast Main Line not 
taking kindly to the freezing temperatures of that winter. 


W ay back in May 1953, my father tried 
unsuccessfully to get tickets to take 
me on one of the ‘Plant Centenarian 
special trains. There were to be two of these, 
one from King’s Cross to Doncaster on 
September 20 and a second a week later from 
Leeds to King’s Cross calling at Doncaster. 
These were to mark the centenary of the 
opening of the ‘plant’ works at Doncaster 
and were to be hauled by the preserved Great 
Northern Railway Ivatt Atlantics No. 990 
Henry Oakley double-headed with the pioneer 
larger version No. 251 in one direction and an 
A4 Pacific on a very fast schedule in the other 
direction. 

No. 990 Henry Oakley, built in 1898, was 


the first Atlantic tender engine to run in this 
country and also the first Great Northern 
Railway engine to carry a name, while No. 251 
entered traffic in 1902, being the first ‘large’ 
Atlantic with a much bigger boiler and a wide 
firebox. In their later superheated form the 
large Ivatt Atlantics, as they were universally 
known, performed herculean feats of haulage 
at astonishing prolonged high speeds. 

Railtours were very much in their infancy in 
the 1950s and this one had been both privately 
organised and privately sponsored, although 
events leading up to and including the actual 
running of the trains showed they enjoyed the 
utmost co-operation of the Eastern Region. 
One of the three organisers was a then almost 


unknown - Mr AF Pegler. Both locomotives 
were over 50 years old and had been specially 
brought out of static preservation. No. 990 
was inside the old Queen Street museum 
at York and had been dragged out, towed 
to Doncaster and put through works. No. 

251 had been restored in running order to 
its original condition which, unfortunately, 
involved the removal of its superheater. It 
had been kept within the works at Doncaster, 
usually inside the paintshop, as there was no 
room for it in the museum at York. 

Both locomotives had been given several 
test outings, including a trip to London. This 
was not only to make sure they were ready for 
their outings on the big day, but also to allow 





A3 No. 60106 Flying Fox, with sanders on, makes light work of Holloway bank with a northbound train of refrigerated vans. This engine was to become the oldest 
express passenger locomotive in BR service. 


the crews to familiarise themselves with these 
elderly old ladies. 

Looking back it is not surprising that my 
father could not get tickets for these specials. 
The last Ivatt Atlantic had been withdrawn 
not very much earlier in December 1950 and 
had gone out in style, reaching 74mph with 
nine coaches while working the ‘Ivatt Atlantic 
Special’ organised by no less a body than 
the Eastern Region itself on November 26, 
1950. Just a few months earlier on August 22, 
No. 62822 again had relieved an ailing V2 at 
Grantham on a northbound express and with 
FIFTEEN coaches behind the tender, this 
little 70 -ton veteran dropped only seven mins 


to Doncaster. Memories were therefore still 
very fresh of what could be fairly described 
as one of the most outstanding British steam 
locomotive classes. 

I was only eight years old at the time of the 
‘Plant Centenarian’ and my mother probably 
thought it was going to be more of a day 
out for my father than me, but nonetheless 
I must have been sufficiently interested to 
remember the missed event, for as I grew 
older I acquired from a school friend some 
back number Trains Illustrated magazines 


in which I came across a magnificent shot of 
Henry Oakley and No. 251 climbing Holloway 
Bank with the down ‘Plant Centenarian’ on 
September 20, 1953. The photograph had been 
taken by a certain RE Vincent and Roy, as we 
all later knew him, was already showing his 
colours as an outstanding photographer, for 
he had climbed up a signal gantry to capture 
the event from a different angle. 

No doubt he would have obtained the 
blessing of the signalman in the Holloway 
South Down ‘box as the adjacent Up ‘box 
would be closed at this time on a Sunday. I 
was so impressed with this picture I made a 
mental note of the location and many years 
later, when I could afford trips to London, I 
observed Roy’s spot to be still worth a visit, as 
the Holloway loading bay was still in existence 
and I vowed to go there sometime. 

By the early 1960s the reliability of BR’s 
fleet of main line diesels was causing 
some concern. On the Eastern Region the 
withdrawal programme for the A3 Pacifies 
was slowed down with some earmarked for 
scrapping, being instead put through works 
and several of those stored at Ardsley were 
returned to traffic. Indeed the A3s had been 
putting up exceptionally high mileages while 
deputising for the English Electric Type 4 
diesels on the ECML and even at the end of 
the Summer 1962 timetable, A3s were still 
being put through works. 

The dreadful winter of 1962/63 had already 
set in. It wasn’t so much the depth of snow 
but week upon week of freezing conditions - 
which did not suit diesel locomotives - and 
DMUs for that matter. The fallibility of steam 
heating boilers on several classes of main line 
diesels didn’t help either and the wisdom of 
keeping at least some steam locomotives in a 
serviceable condition had proved its worth. 

My friend Michael Leahy, a fellow worker at 
Bradford Valley goods depot, persuaded me 
now would be a good time to go for my much 
talked about visit to Holloway bank. Saturday, 
December 29, with the likelihood of some 
steam-hauled reliefs, was the agreed date and 
to get to London in good time we travelled on 
Friday night’s 9.33pm Bradford Exchange to 
King’s Cross behind Wakefield’s B1 4-6-0 
No. 61161 double-headed with Fairburn 
2-6-4T No. 42150 from the same depot. 0 
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No. 60063 Isinglass is near its journey's end as it cruises down Holloway bank with the 7.27am Newark to King's Cross express. This train conveyed a Restaurant Car and 
was quite tightly timed. 
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As was often the case with these overnight 
services, parcel vehicles outnumbered 
passenger-carrying coaches. The train ran via 
the now- closed Wortley Curve and we soon 
got a taste of things to come, for while being 
held by signals outside Wakefield Westgate 
for some I6V2 mins, Grantham’s A3 No. 60054 
Prince of Wales stormed past us with the 
down ‘Yorkshire Pullman’ running one hour 
and 51 mins late due to the non-availability 
or failure en route of the diagrammed Deltic. 
The Leeds portion of our train duly arrived 
behind another A3 in the shape of No. 60074 
Harvester, last heard of at Neville Hill and 
again deputising for a failed diesel, possibly 
another Deltic. It was unusual for Neville Hill 
engines to work south to King’s Cross. 

For many months Harvester had been the 
standby engine at Neville Hill to provide 
cover for diesel failures on the Liverpool to 
Newcastle expresses, but on this occasion the 
situation must have been so desperate that 
Leeds Control had resorted to its use on this 


train. The load was now seven parcel vehicles 
and four passenger coaches, some 356 tons 
tare. Departure was 32 mins late and, after 
calling at Wakefield Kirkgate, more signal 
checks in the Turner’s Lane-Calder Bridge 
area saw us 52 mins late into Doncaster. 
Retford was left 64 mins late but time was 
more or less kept until more signal checks 
outside Peterborough, from where departure 
was 78 mins late. 

A surprisingly unchecked run to King’s 
Cross saw us at the capital some 77 mins late 
at 4.42am. The train had at least been warm 
thanks to Harvester, but the cold really hit 
us as we stepped out onto the platform. In a 
way this rather late arrival was in our favour, 
as it cut down on the wait we had for our 
time-killing/keeping warm excursion on the 
5.50am to Grantham, on which we found 
ourselves behind Grantham’s A3 No. 60048 
Doncaster as far as Hitchin. The load was a 
mere three parcel vehicles and two passenger 
coaches, which were lovely and warm and 


this was much better than hanging around at 
King’s Cross. 

Departure was prompt but a dead stand 
for signals at Brookman’s Park for IIV2 mins 
and Hatfield for 13V6 mins saw an arrival at 
Hitchin 28 mins late but again it didn’t really 
matter, as it allowed us to keep warm for a 
little longer. A quick return to King’s Cross, 
then a Piccadilly Line tube to Caledonian 
Road and a short walk saw us treading 
gingerly along the ice- covered loading bay to 
Holloway South Up ‘box. We didn’t like to 
interrupt the signalman so we sought out the 
foreman in his hut that begged to be termed 
an office. He had a roaring fire going, made us 
most welcome and even consulted his STN for 
us. No doubt he thought we were stark-raving 
bonkers. 

The signals came off for an Up train 
and positions were taken to photograph 
an approaching A3. Just then no less a 
locomotive than A4 Pacific No. 60022 Mallard 
burst out from under the Caledonian Road 
bridge with the down ‘White Rose’. It was one 
of those touch-and-go situations of which to 
go for. I chose the safe option of the A3, as 
this would be the one that would pass nearer 
the camera. A3 No. 60050 Persimmon was 
actually working quite hard downhill, so the 
driver must have been making a determined 
recovery from adverse signals with the 7.05am 
Peterborough to King’s Cross train. Later on 
I was glad of my decision, as the A3 was No. 
60050, a locomotive some sources indicated 
had been scrapped three months ago! 

In truth No. 60050 was one of those A3s 
where the decision to withdraw from service 
had been reversed and instead were put 
through works in and around the previous 
September. This was at the end of the summer 
timetable so disquiet at the unreliability of the 
main line diesel fleet was already being felt 
and someone, obviously not an accountant 
but an experienced railway operator or 
mechanical engineer, had wisely been looking 
ahead. Soon after this another Grantham A3 
climbed past with, ironically, a Down train of 
refrigerated vans. The driver had the sanders 
on and No. 60106 Flying Fox seemed to be 
making light work of its task. 

This was another significant A3, as it was 



The 2000th locomotive to be built at Doncaster works, A2 No. 60500 Edward Thompson , is deputising for an 
unavailable diesel as it makes surprisingly good progress past Holloway South Down 'box with the 10.30am 
King's Cross to Cambridge express. 
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What a sight! Roller bearing-fitted A1 No. 60157 Great Eastern passes Welwyn Garden City at 
considerable speed with the Up 'Yorkshire Pullman'. As this was a Doncaster engine it was possibly 
the famed 'Doncaster standby' which had taken over from an ailing Deltic. It looked as 
if the steam locomotive's crew were having a damn good go at maintaining the Deltic timings. 




to become the oldest express passenger 
locomotive in BR service. On May 2, 1964 the 
Gresley Society organised a special train from 
King’s Cross to Darlington hauled by 
No. 60106 to Doncaster and then Alan Pegler’s 
preserved No. 4472 Flying Scotsman making 
its first run into North Eastern Region 
territory since restoration. On the outward 
journey Flying Fox reached Peterborough 
in a net time of 68 V 4 mins and on the return 
journey 96mph was attained down Stoke bank 
before signals stopped the fun. 

Back to Holloway and yet another 
Grantham A3 No. 60056 Centenary swept 
downhill towards the terminus with the 
7.18am Grantham to King’s Cross semi-fast, 
which was running about 30 mins late. Not 
far behind it the A3s still kept a-coming. 

This time it was a King’s Cross Top Shed 
member No. 60063 Isinglass running about 
20 mins late with the more sharply timed 
7.27am Newark to King’s Cross express, which 
conveyed a Restaurant Car. Incidentally, this 
was one of the very few 34A engines that we 
saw at work all day. 

While Grantham shed had come up trumps 
with the provision of its A3s for the morning 
Up trains, it should have been the turn of 
King’s Cross Top Shed to show its hand. The 
English Electric Type 4s had been around 
a while and the more recent arrival of the 
Deities revolutionised the timetable, but 
within a few months the London end of the 
ECML had seen the arrival of quite a large 
number of diesel locomotives that were 
entirely new to the area. 

Brush Type 2s and English Electric Type 
3s were working in from Cleethorpes and 
Sheffield, Gateshead Peaks from Newcastle 
and Finsbury Park depot was taking delivery 
of the new Hawker- Siddeley Type 4s (Class 
47s) which, thankfully, were equipped with 
Electric Train Heating. Possibly as a result of 
all these new arrivals, five King’s Cross A4s, 
Nos. 60003/14/28/30/33 were withdrawn ‘at 
the end of December’. O 



A totally different assault of Holloway bank. A2 No. 60520 Owen Tudor is really in the toils as it struggles from 
under the Caledonian Road bridge with the 10.45am King's Cross to Edinburgh relief. 



No. 60523 Sun Castle shows off its rather ugly lineage as it makes an unscheduled stop at Welwyn Garden City 
while working the 1.45pm King's Cross to Peterborough semi-fast. 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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Whether this was week ending December 22 
or week ending December 29 only people like 
Top Shed’s shedmaster Peter Townend would 
know, but there will be many arguments 
that this withdrawal was premature given 
the proven unreliability of the steam heating 
boilers on many of the main line diesel 
locomotives. Even the three remaining ‘Baby 
Deities’ had the restriction on their doing 
anything useful lifted, as their steam heating 
boilers were apparently one of the few reliable 
features of this fiasco-ridden class. 

There seems little doubt 34A was short of 
steam power, for all it could turn out to cover 
another unavailable diesel for the 10.30am 
Cambridge express was Peterborough New 
England’s A2/3 No. 60500 Edward Thompson 
which, to my surprise, was going quite well up 
the bank. 

Just 20 mins later and in complete contrast 
came another of New England’s A2/3s 
No. 60520 Owen Tudor making heavy weather 
of the 10.45am relief train to Edinburgh. A 
correspondent in the Railway Magazine for 
March 1963 noted that No. 60520 left King’s 
Cross on this day with the down ‘West Riding’ 
due away at 7.45am. As my picture was taken 
at 10.55am, if this former observation was 
correct then No. 60520 cannot have worked 
very far with the ‘West Riding’ - certainly not 
Peterborough - to be in time to leave King’s 
Cross again at 10.45am. Perhaps an engine 
change was effected in the Finsbury Park area. 

The signalman shouted down to us that a 
‘steamer’ was on the 7.43am York to King’s 
Cross Restaurant Car express and that it was 
making good time. Sure enough, Grantham 
had pulled yet another A3 out of its hat, as 
No. 60112 St Simon scurried down the bank 
only about three mins late. 

We decided to have a change of venue and 
thanked the foreman for his roaring fire and 
his supply of hot tea served in the regulation 
white enamel mugs with their blue rims, and 
made for Welwyn Garden City, where we were 
soon treated to the spectacle of Ardsley’s A3 
No. 60080 Dick Turpin in full cry with the 
1.15pm King’s Cross to Leeds and Bradford 
express. Dick Turpin was one of the A3s stored 
at Ardsley but returned to traffic because of 
the continued diesel unreliability. Soon after 
this stirring sight came an even greater 
heart-warmer as Doncaster's roller bearing 
fitted A1 No. 60157 Great Eastern charged 
through at very high speed, with no lesser 
train than the Up ‘Yorkshire Pullman’, 



The heart-warming sight of a steam locomotive at the head of the 3.20pm King's Cross to Leeds and Bradford 
express on a bitterly cold late afternoon as A1 No. 60141 Abbotsford prepares to leave King's Cross before 
making a rousing run to the north. 


which should surely have been Deltic-hauled. 
Everything looked as if superhuman efforts 
were being made to try and maintain the 
Deltic timings. 

Then at last came only the second A4 we had 
seen all day, as Top Shed’s No. 60026 Miles 
Beevor headed north with the 1.45pm King’s 
Cross to Newcastle relief. Despite the freezing 
weather there was nothing coming out of the 
chimney, so perhaps it was running under 
adverse signals. We were watching the time 
but got a shot of another of New England’s 
A2/3s No. 60523 Sun Castle heading for home 
while making an unscheduled stop with the 
1.45pm King’s Cross to Peterborough. Then it 
was a dash for the ‘Cross’. 

Then came the grand finale of a long, 
cold and sleepless day. It had been without 
doubt a day of the A3s, but our train home, 
the 3.20pm to Leeds and Bradford flier, had 
one of Copley Hill’s high performing Als 
No. 60141 Abbotsford instead of the booked 
diesel. In the gathering gloom photographs 
were taken before grabbing a seat aboard the 
train. Not only were we lovely and warm but 
we were also treated to a rip-roaring run. 

With eleven on 383 tons tare a one min late 
departure was converted to a one min early 


arrival at Doncaster in spite of a long 15mph 
permanent way slack along the entirety of 
Bawtry viaduct. 

Peterborough and Newark were both 
passed in even time and a very fast run from 
Doncaster to Wakefield followed. The last leg 
of the journey back to Bradford was rounded 
off nicely by the welcome reappearance on 
this line by one of Wakefield’s LMS ‘Crab’ 
2-6-Os No. 42861 which, with three coaches, 
turned a two mins late departure into a one 
min early arrival at Bradford Exchange. 

An excellent finish to a most entertaining 
day. I didn’t dare climb Roy Vincent’s 
signal gantry as it was too icy and it was 
disappointing to see only two A4s. Despite the 
number of A3s we saw we didn’t come across 
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman before it made 
its last journey for BR just over a fortnight 
later but, as the saying goes, ‘you can’t have 
everything’. 

For anyone interested in more details of 
the special trains and the high speed exploits 
on the East Coast Main Line in the 1950s, I 
would urge them to seek out the book Bill 
Hoole Engineman Extraordinary by PWB 
Semmens published by Ian Allan in 1966. An 
excellent and most informed read. GE3 



There were few A4s in action at 
approaches Welwyn Garden City with the 1.45pm King's Cross to Newcastle relief. It must have been running 
the bitterly cold weather there was no exhaust coming from the chimney. 



NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL 


REMEMBERING THE SOMME! 



Hudswell Clarke No. 1643 in red Surrey County Council Highways Department livery with resident Hudswell 
Clarke No. 1238 in black at the Apedale Valley Light Railway. The Heritage Railway Association's John Coiley 
Award for 2014 was made to the Moseley Railway Trust for funding and restoration of No. 1238 of 1916 and its 
return to showpiece condition after lying in a swamp in Ghana for 48 years. MRT 



The Potteries will be the 
setting for a major railway 
gala to mark the centenary 
of the Battle of the Somme 
in May - and Heritage 
Railway will be sponsoring 
the showpiece event, writes 
Robin Jones. 

T HE award-winning Moseley Railway 
Trust has announced the details of the 
first two visiting steam locomotives for 
the May 13-15 Tracks to the Trenches World 
War One military railways event. 

And Mortons Ltd - publisher of Heritage 
Railway - has been unveiled as the media 
partner for the big event, at the 2ft gauge 
Apedale Valley Light Railway near 
Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

The gala event will mark the centenary of 
the Battle of the Somme, considered to be the 
turning point in the conflict. The battle could 
not have been fought without the logistical 
support provided by narrow gauge railways 
used by both sides to move supplies and troops 
up the front lines and into areas where it was 
too dangerous for full-size trains to operate. 

Coming from its normal base at the West 
Lancashire Light Railway is Kerr Stuart 
No. 2405, built in 1915. This 0-6-0T is the 
oldest survivor of the type known as the Joffres 
and duly carries that name. The type is named 
after Marshal Joffre - known as Papa - one of 
the key leaders of the French military effort, 
especially in the early part of the war. 

The visit will reunite this locomotive with the 
Joffre- class resident locomotive at the trusts 
Apedale Valley Railway, No. 3014. 

Considerable military service 

Making a very welcome return visit to Apedale 
will be Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0WT No. 1643, 
formerly known as Bronllwyd, from the 
Statfold Barn Railway. Although it was built 
after the end of the First World War - in 
1930 - it is of the same design as the G class 
Hudswell steam locomotives which saw 
considerable military service. 

Again, there is an Apedale home-fleet 
locomotive of the same design - No. 1238 of 
1916 - and every opportunity will be taken to 
pair these twins together. 

Sadly, the War Office Locomotive Trust’s 
Hunslet 4-6-OT No. 1215 of 1916 will not 
be able to attend the event, as hoped for. 
Restoration is continuing on the locomotive, 
but several delays have been encountered - as 
is inevitable when restoring 100-year-old 
machines. The owners and the trust have 
therefore decided that the best course of action 
is to ensure that the highest- quality restoration 
is carried out on the locomotive, rather than 
rushing to meet the May deadline. 

The event organising team believe that, 
despite the regrettable absence of Hunslet 
No. 1215, Tracks to the Trenches 2016 is 
shaping up to be every bit as good as the now 
legendary corresponding September 13-14, 


2014 event, which was also sponsored by 
Heritage Railway. That event brought together 
what was believed to be the largest number 
of surviving First World War narrow gauge 
locomotives in the history of preservation, and 
volunteers from both the railway and operator 
the Moseley Railway Trust created a 
near-perfect recreation of a Western Front 
trench railway system, complete with 
sandbagged trenches and lookout posts. 

For the first time, both the trust’s collection 
of First World War Motor Rail Simplex petrol 
tractors and others visiting for the event 
could be seen operating in the genuine trench 
environment for which they were designed 
by the Bedford-based manufacturer. Internal 
combustion locomotives were supplied for use 
on the trench railways, mainly because they 
did not issue plumes of smoke like a normal 
steam engine, and which would have indicated 
their position to the enemy. The gala was the 
first time that all four types of Motor Rail 
internal combustion locomotives used on the 
War Department railways were reunited. 

More than 3000 visitors attended, with cars 
parked alongside grass verges stretching back 
almost into Newcastle itself. 

The first Tracks to the Trenches won the 
trust the Heritage Railway Association Annual 


Award (Small Groups) 2014, jointly with the 
Downpatrick & County Down Railway. 

The Moseley Railway Trust was honoured 
for amassing a unique collection of industrial 
locomotives and the recreation at its Apedale 
Valley Light Railway of a First World War 
trench railway with appropriate traction and 
rolling stock as an invaluable educational 
resource. Its Tracks to the Trenches gala in 
September, supported by Heritage Railway, 
was the biggest in the line’s comparatively short 
history and received widespread praise. 

Involvement of young people 

Downpatrick received its award in recognition 
of its involvement of young people and its 
excellent building and museum development. 

It is planned that further announcements 
will be made in the coming months as further 
major visiting exhibits are confirmed. 

Tracks to the Trenches 2016 will run from 
noon to 5.30pm on Friday, May 13, and 
10. 30-5. 30pm on the Saturday and Sunday. 
Admission prices are adult £9, child £4, family 
(2+2) £20. A limited number of access all areas 
passes will be available, priced at £30. 

The event has a dedicated Facebook page and 
its own website, www.wwl-event.org Tickets 
are available in advance via this website. (23 
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SYPHON SALUTE 


50 YEARS OF THE CLASS 37s 


An all new 96 page large format landscape colour album, depicting 
the Class 37s from their early days through to 201 5 utilising the finest colour 
photographs from some of the nation's very best cameramen, all supported 
with fascinating and detailed captions. Proceeds from this title will support 
The Class 37 Locomotive Group's restoration of 37003 as a registered charity. 


STEAM DAYS REMEMBERED 



The Steam Days Remembered series are 160 pages 
all colour large format landscape hardbacks full of 
top class 1 950s and 1 960s colour photos. 


Eastern Steam Days Remembered 
London Midland Steam Days Remembered II 
London Midland Steam Days Remembered (low stocks) 
Western Steam Days Remembered 




The Sixties Spotting Days series are 96 page all colour 

larger format hardbacks packed with a great selection of overl 50 

colour archive photos from the 1 960s on British Railways. 

Sixties Spotting Days around London & the Home Counties 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Midlands 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Scottish Region 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Western Region 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Southern Region (low stocks) 
Sixties Spotting Days around the Eastern Region 
Sixties Spotting Days 1 968 the Last Year of Steam 
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These titles from the Looking back at series are 
96 page all colour larger format hardbacks packed with a 
great selection of over 1 50 colour archive photos from the 
1950s and 1960s on British Railways. 

Looking back at Riddles & Ivatt Locomotives 
Looking back at Stanier Locomotives 

SCOTTISH RAILWAYS 



Scottish Railways Two Decades in Transition looks at Scottish 
steam in the 1 950s and 1960s through 150 delightful black & 
white photographs within this 96 page large format hardback. 

Glasgow Central Central to Glasgow brings a comprehensive 
history of this major station from its earliest days through to 
its most recent times using a wealth of colour & black & white 
photographs within its 128 pages, softback. 










The Sixties Diesel & Electric Days 
Remembered series are 1 60 pages all 
colour large format landscape hardbacks packed with 
some of the very best colour photographs we can find of 
both forms of traction taken during this fondly recalled era. 


Sixties Diesel & Electric 


This much acclaimed series runs to five volumes, 

but be quick as the latest two are in short supply already. 



The Eighties Spotting Days series are 96 page all 
colour larger format hardbacks packed with 
a great selection of over 1 50 colour archive 
photos from the 1980s on British Railways. 

Eighties Spotting Days Out of the Ashes 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes II NEW 
Eighties Spotting Days Back to the Ashes III NEW 








The Seventies Spotting Days series are 96 page all 
colour larger format hardbacks packed with a great 
selection of over 1 50 colour archive photos from the 
1970s on British Railways. 

Seventies Spotting Days around London & the Home Counties 
Seventies Spotting Days around the North West 
Seventies Spotting Days around the Scottish Region 
Seventies Spotting Days around the Midlands 
Seventies Spotting Days around Yorkshire & the North East 
Seventies Spotting Days around the West Country 
Seventies Spotting Days Chasing the Westerns 



These titles from the Looking back at series are 96 page 
all colour larger format hardbacks packed with a great 
selection of over 1 50 colour archive photos from each 
classes earliest days until their demise on British 
Railways or until the end of the end of the millenium 
if they lasted in service that long. We concentrate on 
their working lives, details and livery variations etc. 

Looking back at Peaks 
Looking back at AC Electric Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 24 & Class 25 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 26 & Class 27 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 47 Locomotives 
Looking back at Warships 
Looking back at Westerns 
Looking back at Western Region Hydraulics 
Looking back at Deities (low stocks) 

Looking back at Class 50 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 40 Locomotives 
Looking back at Class 37 Locomotives 
Looking back at English Electric Locomotives 



Postage and packing within the UK is FREE on all orders over £25, otherwise £2.95 
Overseas orders will be charged 1 5% of total order value with orders sent via Surface. 

Telephone orders: 01 463 234004 
or www.strathwood.co.uk 


Orders by post to Strathwood, 9 Boswell Crescent, Inverness IV2 3ET 

Cheques payable to Strathwood Heritagerailway.co.uk 73 






















FAMOUS BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 


OLIVER VAUGHAN SNELL 

BULLEID 



In another of an occasional series of historical reviews 
of 'Big Four' locomotive engineers, Cedric Johns 
highlights the career of OVS Bulleid, who 
succeeded REL Maunsell in 1937. . . 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


W hen Richard Maunsell retired from 
his post as the Southern Railway’s 
chief mechanical engineer in 1937, 
it coincided with news that the railway’s 
general manager, Sir Herbert Walker, was 
also retiring from office but not before he had 
invited Oliver Bulleid to attend a meeting at 
Waterloo. 

Well established as personal assistant to 
Nigel Gresley, the LNER’s chief mechanical 
engineer, Bulleid was somewhat taken aback 
when Sir Herbert suggested that he apply for 
the position of the Southern Railway’s chief 
mechanical engineer vacated by Maunsell. 
Seeking advice, Bulleid returned to King’s 
Cross where he consulted with his own 
general manager, Sir Ralph Wedgwood. 

Having listened to Bulleid’s concerns Sir 
Ralph made it clear that it would be foolish 
to reject Sir Herbert’s invitation and so the 
die was cast, Gresley ’s assistant moved across 
London to join the Southern Railway. 

Intriguingly, it seems that Bulleid’s 
appointment was engineered’ from behind 
the scenes. 

Sir Herbert’s successor Gilbert Slumper, son 
of the Southern’s former chief engineer, who 


had risen through the ranks of the London & 
South Western Railway, had chosen Bulleid 
as the candidate for Maunsell’s replacement 
and to this end he had been quietly turning 
Sir Herbert’s thoughts towards the possibility 
of Gresley ’s assistant being the man most 
suitable for the chief mechanical engineer’s 
chair. 

Even more interesting is the fact the 
Southern’s extended electrification scheme 
was very much in the thoughts of the railway’s 
directors, so it was generally considered that 
Bulleid would act as the guiding light for the 
engineering department until electrification 
had been completed and with it, a subsequent 
major withdrawal of steam traction. 

In reality Bulleid played an important role 
in the extension of the electrification scheme 
including infrastructure, electric multiple 
units and locomotives. Between 1941 and 
1945 he designed the bodies for two such 
electric locomotives numbered CC1 and CC2. 
A third, built by British Railways in 1948, 
carried the number 20003. As readers may 
also remember he designed two experimental 
double deck passenger units classed 4DD for 
use on the Eastern Section. 


But what of the man? 

The son of British parents who had emigrated 
to New Zealand, Oliver Bulleid was born in 
Invercargill in September 1882 and lived there 
until the death of his father William, in 1889. 

At this, his mother, Marian Pugh, returned 
to the family home in Wales, taking Oliver 
with her. Following a technical education 
and now a young man, Oliver joined the 
Great Northern Railway at Doncaster as an 
apprentice under the wing of the railway’s 
chief mechanical engineer, HA Ivatt in 1901. 

After a four-year apprenticeship, Bulleid was 
appointed assistant to Doncaster’s locomotive 
running superintendent and 12 months later, 
assistant to the company’s works manager. 

In 1908 he joined the French division of 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation in Paris 
as a test engineer but was quickly promoted 
to assistant works manager and later, chief 
draughtsman. 

That same year he married Henry Ivatt’s 
youngest daughter, Marjorie. 

Two years later Bulleid came back to the 
UK to work for the Board of Trade, arranging 
trade stands in Brussels, Paris and Turin. 
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This allowed him to travel widely in Europe 
including a trip in the company of Gresley, 
Stanier and Hawksworth to Belgium to run 
their collective eyes over a metre gauge bogie 
locomotive. This trip probably restored old 
friendships because in 1912 Bulleid rejoined 
the Great Northern as personal assistant to 
Gresley. 

When World War I broke out he joined the 
British Army’s Railway Operating Division 
rising to the rank of major. Surviving the 
conflict, Bulleid returned to Doncaster where 
he was given the post of carriage and wagon 
works manager. 

After the Big Four became established in 
1923 he was reinstated as personal assistant 
to Gresley, now chief mechanical engineer 
of the London & North Eastern Railway. It 
was during the subsequent years that Gresley 
produced his famous locomotives that 
included the PI 2-8-2 freight engine, the P2 
2-8-2, 2-8-0+0-8-2 Garratt, and A4 passenger 
locomotives. 

Without doubt Bulleid was involved in 
many aspects of the design and construction 
of these engines, gaining much valuable 
experience at the same time. 


Battle of Britain light Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park at Eastleigh in 1949. COLOURRAIL.COM BRS340 / J ROBERTSON 


However, when he crossed the tracks to 
Waterloo he was conscious that Maunsell 
had not been in the best of health for some 
years and as a consequence of his health 
problems - and the rapid expansion of 
electrification - had gradually lost interest in 
future locomotive development following the 
introduction of his Nelson 4-6-Os and Schools 
4-4-Os supported by S15 4-6-Os, U, U1 and N 
mixed traffic 2- 6 -Os, which were all coping 
with the Southern’s front line traffic, apart 
that is from the heavy boat trains running on 
the Eastern Section. 

Bulleid was aware of the situation and 
when he took office he set about the task of 
assessing the Southern’s motive power line- 
up. To get a personal close-up, Bulleid spent 
a great deal of time out and about on the 
footplate of principal passenger locomotives 
during which he learned that the Nelsons 
were not performing as well as originally 
expected. Indeed, when the then-new Nelsons 
were tested on Waterloo -Salisbury-Exeter 
passenger services they failed to improve 
on regular day to day timings kept by King 
Arthur class 4-6-Os, more especially over the 
hilly Salisbury-Exeter sections. 

A regular visitor to France, representing 
Gresley, Bulleid was well informed on 
developments being tested by Chapelon at 
Vitry, some of which were incorporated in the 
LNER’s A4s. 

As a result of his experiences gained on 
both sides of the Channel, Bulleid decided 
to experiment by changing Nelson’s original 
single blastpipe to follow the Lemaitre 
arrangement of a series of multiple jets which 
when fitted improved the 4-6-Os’ performance 
to a noticeable degree. In time the whole of 
the class were suitably equipped. 

Intriguingly, the Lemaitre arrangement 
was applied to a number of Urie Arthurs - by 
then considered ‘second line’ engines working 
semi-fasts, boat and van trains and specials. 
Performances were improved and, encouraged 
by this, Bulleid modified half the Schools class 
in similar manner but it made little difference 
to these splendid engines. . . 

But this is racing ahead of the Southern’s 
newly appointed chief mechanical engineer’s 
contribution to the railway. Before assessing 
the motive power line-up he was to oversee 
the construction of three 350hp 0-6-0 
diesel- electric shunters ordered by Maunsell 
in 1936 and which, when put into traffic, 
proved to be capable shunting engines. 

This was followed by an order for another 
eight but this was subsequently cancelled 


when war was declared with Nazi Germany 
in September 1939. Surprisingly, a further 26 
of Bulleid’s modified version were ordered 
and delivered between 1949-1952 and became 
British Railways Class 12 diesel-electrics. 

Then, as already touched upon, he played an 
important role in the extended electrification 
scheme that had to be temporarily abandoned 
when war was declared but never resumed 
by the Southern and it also meant that steam 
power would be retained. 

In 1938 Bulleid was given approval to build 
the first of his modern 4-6-2 locomotives. 
Inspired by Gresley ’s designs and coupled 
with his own experiences gained in Europe, 
Bulleid’s design incorporated the latest 
advances in locomotive construction, which 
included a partially-welded boiler and firebox, 
thermic siphons and high pressure boiler. He 
also added the controversial chain-driven 
valve gear placed within an oil bath. 

In preparing the design Bulleid had long 
thought that it was not ideal to expose 
working parts to the vagaries of the weather, 
grit, dust and other small debris thrown up 
from the ballast at speed. He also thought that 
steam locomotives should move towards the 
principles of the internal combustion engine, 
with its enclosed mechanical parts served by 
pumped lubrication. He estimated that his 
idea of enclosing the valve gear would reduce 
day-to-day maintenance. . . 

The locomotive? The first of the Merchant 
Navy class, numbered 21C1 Channel Packet. 

Here again Bulleid changed the routine by 
using symbolic numbering for the new engine 
derived from European practice. A letter 
denoted the number of coupled wheels, which 
in this case was C for three. 

The letter was preceded by figures 
representing the number of carrying axles 
before and after the coupled wheels, in this 
case 2 and 1 for the front bogie and trailing 
pony truck e.g. 21C. This was followed by 
the engine’s number (1) to complete its 
identification - 21C1. The class was named 
after shipping lines that used Southampton 
docks, served by the SR. 

When Bulleid mooted his design as a 
4-6-2 he overcame the Railway Executive 
Committee’s ruling that only freight engines 
could be built during the war years by 
describing his 4-6-2 as ‘Mixed Traffic’. Just 
to prove it he arranged for photographs to be 
taken - and published - of 2 1C 1 hauling a 
long rake of goods vans and wagons. . . 

Outshopped from Eastleigh in March 1941, 
Channel Packet was followed by No. 21C2 0 
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Heritagerailway.co.uk 75 



FAMOUS BRITISH LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS 


Union Castle which, after a naming ceremony 
held in June, hauled a special train carrying 
Union Castle Line directors to Merstham for 
lunch. 

On the return journey the engine failed 
near Norwood, the guests being taken back 
to Cannon Street by nothing more impressive 
than a former LBSCR 13 class 4-4-2T! But 
worse was to follow. Bulleid had claimed that 
one of his Merchant Navy 4-6-2s was capable 
of hauling a 20-coach train from Waterloo to 
Exeter and back. 

At his request a demonstration train was 
arranged for a Sunday in November. Guest 
passengers included the Southern’s assistant 
general manager, representatives of other 
railways chief mechanical engineers and 
members of the technical press. The chosen 
engine was No. 21C3 Royal Mail booked to 
stop at Salisbury for water (and a possible 
crew change). 

In a prudent move, No. 21C2 was stationed 
on shed at Salisbury as standby engine. 

The 20-coach train made an impressive 
departure from Waterloo and ran well until 
it slowed at Farnborough and came to a stop 
at Basingstoke, the 4-6-2 suffering a broken 
rocker shaft. 

An H15 4-6-0 was summoned from 
the nearby shed and took the train on to 
Salisbury, where Union Castle took over but 
affairs did not improve. No. 21C2 was unable 
to maintain full brake vacuum, the train 


finally reaching Exeter three hours late. 

In order to return the unfortunate guests 
back to Waterloo in a reasonable time, the 
20 coaches were reduced to eight which, as 
might be imagined, produced a similar level 
of passenger comfort to that of third rail 
commuters packing early morning trains. 

To cap it all the Arthur class 4-6-0 hauling 
the train ran short of steam, having to stop 
several times for a ‘blow up’. According 
to historical accounts, the railway press 
remained charitably silent on this occasion. . . 

When Sir Eustace Missenden, then general 
manager, heard of the incident, he asked 
Bulleid to keep his 4-6-2s west of Salisbury 
until the locomotive testing team got the 
engines to work more reliably. 

As a result of Missenden’s instructions, all 
10 of the first batch of Merchant Navies were 
sent to Salisbury shed, where members of the 
testing team gathered. 

As it turned out Salisbury was a convenient 
testing centre because it was a comparatively 
short distance by rail to Eastleigh, from where 
spares could be supplied or for despatching an 
engine in trouble to the works for attention. 

Some of the problems encountered by the 
testing team included a curious fault which 
emerged when changes in power output 
occurred without an obvious reason. This, it 
was discovered, could be corrected by placing 
the reverser lever towards full travel and then 
opening the regulator. 


Eventually, the cause of the problem was traced 
to the steam operated gear which habitually crept 
away from the position in which it had been 
set. It was not possible to rectify this entirely, 
although the gear was modified to make it 
less erratic but enable drivers to make smaller 
adjustments to the cut-off. 

This was only one of several problems 
encountered and signalmen at junction 
stations along the line became accustomed 
to being informed that one of the engines - 
which became known as ‘Packets’ - would 
have to come off its train at their station. 

One of the most common failures was 
caused by a broken rocker shaft, which was 
indicated by the engine losing two beats. 

The cause of the problem was traced to an 
unbalanced steam chest pressure - that is a 
pressure difference between the two ends of 
the piston valves. 

The solution was to strengthen the rocker 
shafts by increasing the original 2.5in 
diameter to four inches. Bulleid ordered 50 
to be made and sent to Salisbury. The steam 
chests were subsequently redesigned. 

Interestingly, the test team came up with a 
quick method of checking trouble. A suspect 
engine would be shunted into a siding and 
the rails oiled. Then, with brakes on, the 
regulator was opened. If nothing amiss was 
heard the engine would be returned to traffic 
and, as likely as not, would work normally, as 
happened one day at Yeovil. 
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The 4-6-2 was taken off its train - which 
went forward with another engine - and was 
given the oil on track test. Nothing was heard 
so the engine was returned to traffic, heading 
another departure. 

Another feature of the Bulleids was oil 
spillage and leaks, the latter due to the fact that 
the casing of the oil bath was prone to leaking 
at the seams. This could produce fires! These 
would often occur after heavy braking when 


descending steep gradients with slivers of 
hot metal from the brake blocks shot up 
into oil-soaked lagging under the air- 
smoothed casing. 

The lagging became soaked in oil from 
the sump which housed the middle big 
end because it was virtually impossible 
to maintain the sump oiltight, the loss 
being quite substantial and contributed to 
starting fires on Bulleids engines. 
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Bulleid Pacifies are well represented in preservation. Battle of Britain No. 34081 92 Squadron 
approaches Weybourne on the North Norfolk Railway. The engine is as turned out from Brighton 
in 1948 in Bulleid's bright malachite green livery but with its BR number. BRIAN SHARPE 
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An amusing incident on the Somerset & 
Dorset - recalled by Peter Smith in his book 
Mendips Fireman - illustrates the point. 
When descending the Mendips with up ‘Pines 
Express’ the fireman, Bill Bailey, noticed 
smoke coming from under the casing of West 
Country No. 21C140 (34040) Crewkerne and 
concluded that there was a fire. 

Since it was a fairly frequent occurrence he 
decided that the fire would burn itself out 
quite quickly. But after passing Midsomer 
Norton, the smoke and heat were so bad 
that he drew his driver’s attention to his side 
of the footplate. Taking a look, the driver, 
none other than Donald Beale, said: “That’s 
nothing. You should see my side!” 

Knowing he would have to stop to put the 
fires out, Donald Beale made for Radstock 
to get his train under the protection of 
fixed signals. On arrival the nearest fire 
extinguisher - on the train - was brought into 
play, quickly snuffing out the flames. 

However, someone had called the local fire 
brigade, which turned up just as the ‘Pines’ 
was ready to depart. 

Assuring the senior firemen that all was 
well, the driver was told to stay with his train 
at the platform while the firemen carried out 
their duties. 

While this was going on, the fire crew were 
trying to open a drum of foam with which 
they were going to spray the 4-6-2. When 
the drum was eventually opened a fireman 
holding the hose happened to be facing a 
stone wall which soon became splattered in 
white chemicals. . . Once the foam had been 
redirected onto the engine and the senior man 
was satisfied that that the fires were out he 
allowed the train to proceed! 

It could only happen on the Somerset & 
Dorset one might think. . . 

Then, of course, there was the propensity 
for Bulleids to slip. When studying at senior 
school I would take a No. 25 trolleybus 
to Bournemouth Central - on my way 
to assembly - and watch the 8.40am and 
8.45am departures to Waterloo. The 8.40am 
was a businessman’s train stopping only at 
Southampton on its way to the City and was 
formed at the Central station. 

The rear six carriages would arrive from 
Weymouth behind a 4-6-0 and the coaching 
stock shunted backwards by regular pilot, 
either M7 0-4-4T No. Ill or 112, to a siding 
running alongside the locoshed. 0 
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Above: BulleicTs second turf burner No. CC1 attheCIE's Inchicore worksinDublin.COLOUR-RAILCOM IR51 / JJ DAVIES 
Below: SR Q1 0-6-0 No. 33028 at Ramsgate in October 1952. COLOUR RAIL.COM BRS402 /T OWEN 


Within minutes the front portion - 
including restaurant car - would arrive 
from the West station with a Bulleid 4-6-2 at 
its head. The rear set of carriages was then 
shunted forward and coupled on. These 
movements took about five or six minutes so 
the train engine would have its tender tank 
topped up while the fireman shovelled coal 
forward. When given the road quite often the 
fireworks started! 

Now the London end of the platform was 
curved - which obviously didn’t help - and 
when the driver cautiously opened the 
regulator, the 4-6-2 of the day would edge its 
train forward a yard or so and then slip in 
spectacular fashion. This was a full-blooded 
slip, black exhaust shooting up into the sky 
followed by a column of high pressure steam 
released from the safety valves rising almost 
vertically into the heavens. 

The visual effects were further improved by 
the 4- 6 -2’s drivers spinning at speed through 
clouds of steam from the sanders forcing sand 
onto the metals. Noise. As the driving wheels 
spun out of control the sound of the wheels 
slipping on shiny metal was accompanied 
by sparks and the rattle of rods working at 
relatively high speed, which, in turn, set 
air smoothed casing vibrating. It was quite 
exhilarating but not for those on the footplate 
where the driver was playing chance with the 
regulator, his firemen surveying his broken 
fire bouncing on the firebars in the firebox. . . 

Gradually the crew won, the engine - and 
train - creeping forward at about 5mph in 
between slips. By the time the 4-6-2 reached 
Holdenhurst Road Tunnel - some say bridge - 
wheels were gripping to a steady exhaust beat. 

Minutes later the 8.45am would run in from 
the West with the semi-fast for Waterloo 


behind a Nelson. Given a green, the 4-6-0 
would shuffle quietly off in the direction of 
Boscombe (where the ‘Cherries’ play) with 
only the sound of carriage bogies crossing the 
rail gaps to remind me that Maunsell’s engine 
had passed out of sight. . . 

One of the side issues arising from a heavy 
slip on a Bulleid was that connecting rods 
became bent. In such a case standing orders 
required the rods to be disconnected on shed 
and sent to Eastleigh for straightening out. 
This, of course, took time resulting an engine 
‘stopped’ out of traffic. Apparently shed fitters 


soon found an answer to this by taking the 
rods off and sorting them out on shed without 
reporting to Eastleigh! 

But despite Bulleid’s radical ideas and early 
teething problems, the Merchant Navies 
turned out to be excellent steamers capable 
of handling whatever the traffic department 
asked for, including 500-ton Pullman trains. 

In total 30 ‘Merchants’ were built in three 
batches, 21C1-21C10, 21C11-21C20. The 
final 10 were oddly numbered 35021-35030, 
although only the last seven were outshopped 
after nationalisation. 
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The first of the class I saw was No. 2101 
General Steam Navigation during a long 
weekend in Bournemouth with my parents. 
When we moved to the town, the second and 
third batches became everyday engines as 
far as I was concerned. Not all at once you 
understand, although for a brief period Nos. 
35014 Nederland Line and 35015 Rotterdam 
Lloyd were regulars on the ‘Belle’, both 
seen accelerating the Pullmans through the 
long-demolished aforementioned Boscombe 
station, next stop Southampton. 

Before postwar holiday traffic to Devon and 
Cornwall increased in passenger numbers, 
the Brighton drawing office had already been 
given the task of designing engines cable of 
hauling heavier loads than Maunsell U and N 
class 2- 6 -Os over the branches west of Exeter. 
The result was a three cylinder 2-6-0 similar 
in many ways to the LNER’s K4 class. 

Bulleid was not happy with this and 
the design was adapted to a 2-6-2 to 
accommodate a wider firebox. In the event 
both designs were abandoned with two 
factors leading to the adoption instead of a 
smaller version of a Merchant Navy. 

These were the desirability of a leading 
bogie that was better suited to the large 
number of curves encountered beyond Exeter 
and that because of wartime production 
difficulties, it was helpful to include as many 
‘Merchant’ features in the design as possible. 
Happy with the outcome, Bulleid was 
authorised to order 30 of the new 4-6-2s from 
Brighton works. 

The first of the ‘Lightweights’, as they were 
known, was completed in May 1945 (when 
the German high command surrendered) and 
production continued until 1951, the class 
totalling a somewhat extraordinary number 
of 130 engines. 


The first 70 had cabs that were six inches 
narrower than the remainder for the 
restricted loading gauge through Mountfield 
Tunnel on the Hastings line. Apart from a 
few branches, the new 4-6-2s could work 
virtually anywhere over the Southern system. 

Put into traffic in 1945, the first engine, 

No. 21C101 Exeter, was the forerunner of the 
well-known and popular West Country class. 
No. 21C149 Anti Aircraft Command to BR 
No. 34089 602 Squadron formed the Battle of 
Britain class, the remainder from No. 34090 
Sir Eustace Missenden Southern Railway 
through to No. 34108 Wincanton continued 
the West Country classification. Oddly 
though, the final two, No. 34109 Sir Trafford 
Leigh-Mallory and No. 34110 66 Squadron 
were Battle of Britain engines. 

There were problems with the grate and 
ashpan - the drop and rocking plates often 
stuck in the open position so footplate crews 
stopped using them. Fires had to be cleared 
or dropped through the firehole door, which 
was a slow and laborious job. The absence of 
dampers was also not appreciated. 

The story goes that Bulleid approached the 
fireman of a West Country at Waterloo and 
asked him his opinion of the engines. Not 
recognising him, the firemen is said to have 
replied: “You would have thought that the 
bloody fool who designed them would have 
had the sense to fit dampers!” 

A great deal of work went on behind 
the scenes to find a satisfactory answer to 
Bulleid ’s resistance to fitting devices to 
prevent steaming. . . 

As might be expected, the West Countries 
inherited all the problems associated with the 
oilbath, the Bulleid motion, boiler casing, and 
springing but, like their big sisters, most of 
these were ironed out. 


In retrospect it must be said that both 
classes were brilliant performers - when in 
good condition - although heavy in the cost 
of coal, oil, water and maintenance. 

Despite his radical approach to locomotive 
designs, Bulleid had succeeded in creating 
the Southern’s most modern and powerful 
engines built at Eastleigh and Brighton. 

Bulleid’s other contribution was to design 
that ungainly but practical and powerful 
Q1 0-6-0 goods engine which, according 
to knowledgeable sources, had insufficient 
braking power to work a heavy loose- coupled 
goods train. Known as ‘Charlies’ to footplate 
crews, no less than 40 of the class were 
constructed and numbered from Cl upwards. 

Bulleid’s ultimate design was the ill-fated 
Leader class, which had boiler, coal, water - 
well everything - encased in a double-ended 
body reminiscent of latter-day diesels. The 
drive was delivered through two six-wheeled 
bogies, each having three cylinders. 

In addition to test run breakdowns, more 
than one fireman collapsed in the intense 
heat generated in the enclosed firing end and 
after Bulleid left the nationalised Big Four, 
the project was abandoned and the engines 
were scrapped. 

Joining Coras Iompair Eireann - the Irish 
Republic’s nationalised transport authority 
- Bulleid was involved in the procurement of 
diesel locomotives and DMUs, which began 
the transformation of railways in Ireland. 

He developed two prototype peat-burning 
engines, one a converted coal fired 2-6-0, the 
other a new fully enclosed locomotive along 
the lines of his Leader idea, but these were 
not adopted for general use. 

Bulleid retired in 1958 and moved to 
Devon. In 1967 he moved to Malta where he 
died three years later aged 87. GI 3 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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A story of danger and a truly 
remarkable railway 


The end is near: Rosedale Railway employees pose for the camera at Ingleby 
Incline top on August 3, 1928, just 10 months before the line closed. Among 
the delightfully varied headgear are LNER caps worn by the pipe-smoking 
gentleman bottom right and his colleague standing far right, that railway 
having taken over the line from the NER in 1923. BECK ISLE MUSEUM 


house by whiplash at the top of the 
Incline. Another reminder of the perils 
facing the workmen is our fatalities 
board, which although incomplete 
records the names and ages of 22 men 
aged between 1 9 and 71 who died 
working on the railway or in the mines 
between May 1 873 and September 
1908. 

A walk today along the former 
railway trackbed over the beautiful 
moors does not reveal the true story of 
this enormous industrial undertaking, 
which the National Parks Authority 
struggles to maintain for future 


generations due to budget constraints. 
At Beck Isle Museum the railway 
enthusiast can look back and even see 
the demolition of Rosedale Chimney 
in July 1 972, when the stone was 
removed to build dwellings. 

This truly remarkable story is 
preserved for everyone to see, and we 
would welcome railway enthusiasts to 
see it for themselves. We reopen for the 
201 6 season on February 1 3 and will be 
open daily 1 0am-5pm until the end of 
November. 

Gordon Clitheroe, 
trustee, Beck Isle Museum 


Passengers on Ingleby Incline! 


IN the early 1 970s I was working in the 
internal audit department at British 
Steel, based at the Cargo Fleet offices. 
The head of the department was a 
real gentleman called Arthur Ward 
who would have been in his 60s when 
I knew him. 

Fie told me that as a teenager he 


had made"passengertrips"on the 
Ingleby Incline just before closure in 
1929. 

Fie knew it was dangerous but 
thought it had been tremendous fun. 
FHis description of this has stuck with 
me all these years. 

Martin Birtle, Billingham, Teesside 


TFHE article in last month's issue by 
Geoff Courtney, on the Rosedale 
Railway, brought to a wide audience 
the story of a fascinating mineral line 
that was a remote outpost of initially 
the NER and in its latter days the LNER. 

We have at the Beck Isle Museum 
in Pickering, close to the terminus of 
the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, 
an industrial gallery that contains an 
interesting collection of mining objects 
used at Rosedale and elsewhere 
during the mining years, with truly 
brilliant photographs that highlight 
the importance of Rosedale, and the 
railway, during this time. 

The timeline on the wall shows that 
the mines had only a short working life 
between 1 856 and 1 929, but at its peak 
the village had a population of 5000 
people, and we can see a piece of the 
magnetic ironstone recovered from the 
first mine that made this happen. 

When the last mine closed in 1 926, it 
was decided to recover the discarded 
calcine dust that had formed large 
heaps, and to process any iron from 
it, as it was at that time economically 


viable. This work saw 230,000 tons 
recovered which extended the works 
into 1 927 and 1 928. Short lengths 
of rail and pulleys that the hauling 
cable moved over as full truckloads 
of ironstone descended the railway's 
steep Ingleby Incline pulling up empty 
trucks can also be seen. 

Photographs that make a lasting 
memory include miners in 1 890 at 
Sheriff's Pit, the east mines, Blakey 
Junction and Incline cottages, lifting 
engines for wheel changes inside 
the railway workshops at BankTop, 
Rosedale West, and the digging out 
of engines that had become derailed 
by deep snowdrifts in the winter of 
1 91 6/1 7.Tranquil scenes such as a train 
that has halted at Bloworth Crossing in 
1 928 hide the truth of the harsh work 
carried out in this bleak place high up 
on the North Yorkshire Moors, work 
that was carried out around the clock. 

This dangerous work is portrayed by 
the photographs of destroyed railway 
trucks at the bottom of Ingleby Incline 
due to the hauling cable snapping, 
which also severely damaged the drum 


Snowed in: A member of the footplate crew of a Rosedale Railway train finds a 
warm and dry spot as he contemplates his stranded locomotive at Battersby, 
where the NER line to the mines branched off. The date is not known, although 
it may have been in the winter of 1894/5, when no fewer than 400 men were 
employed on clearance work battling the worst snow storms in the line's 
history. The locomotive is also unidentified, but may be 1867-built 93 class 
0-6-0 No. 659. BECK ISLE MUSEUM 


The extra USA tank 


YOUR news item on USA tan k No. 30065 at 
work on the Kent and East Sussex Railway 
in issue 21 1 interested but also puzzled me. 

The article stated there were three other 
USA tanks preserved in the UK, No. 30070, 
also at the KESR; No. 30064 on the Bluebell 
Railway and 30072 on the Keighley & 
Worth Valley Railway. 

However, back in 201 0 1 photographed 
another member of the class, No. 30075, 
on the Mid-Hants Railway at Ropley. I'm 
not familiar with that railway as I've only 
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visited once so I don't know if this engine 
is resident there or was visiting the Ropley 
Works from another line. 

Or is this another case of an engine being 
temporarily renumbered to take on the 
identity of another loco? 

David Trout, Durham 
Indeed, all is not what it seems. The 
locomotive you saw was indeed renumbered 
as No. 30075, but it was not a bona fide USA 
tank but a Yugoslavian copy, as outlined on 
News, page 29. 


Not the only heritage line branch 


HAVING just read the article on the 
Great Central Railway's branch line 
to Mountsorrel, Mr Cramp states that 
they have the only branch line on a 
heritage railway. 

I beg to differ as the Nene Valley 
Railway has the Fletton branch 
running from Orton Mere station to 
the East Coast Main line at Fletton 
Junction, at a length of one mile 60 
chains, thus allowing movements to 


and from the national network. 

I am a volunteer on the civils gang 
at the NVR. Not wishing to upset 
anyone, but the NVR has been in 
possession of this branch for some 
time which has a purpose although 
like the GCR, they do not run a service 
except on certain gala days. 

Great magazine and always a great 
read. 

Simon Derry, email 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 



It's TEA time at Mangapps which first 
saved a bogie tank wagon 


AS SOMEONE who has always 
believed that there is much more 
to preserved railways than solely 
steam locos, I read with interest 
the article in last month's Heritage 
Railway about the National Wagon 
Preservation Group's TEA bogie 
tank wagon. 

On reading that this vehicle was 
said to be the first of its type to be 
preserved, I wondered to myself: 
"What is that great long, round 
thing that's been at Mangapps 
Railway Museum for the last 1 5 
years?" 

Yes, we have one too. And not 
only do we have one, but last 
year it was run as part of our 
demonstration 1980s'air-braked 
freight train, along with a four- 


wheel tank and a BR ferry van. And 
very good it looked behind our 
Class 31 or 47. 

Our TEA wagon (wagon types 
were identified under TOPS 
by three-letter codes, and TEA 
indicates a bogied tank wagon) 
was donated to us in about 2000 
by Shell Oil UK after the closure of 
its Thames Haven refinery, where it 
was the last rail vehicle on site. 

So our best wishes to the National 
Wagon Preservation Group for its 
restoration appeal - and do feel free 
to come down to deepest Essex to 
see our magnificent TEA wagon, the 
first in preservation, in operation. 

John Jolly, 
Mangapps Railway Museum, 
Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex 



Wagons roll: Mangapps' TEA wagon at the rear of a demonstration freight 
at the museum. The two other vehicles in this 1980s' recreation are a four- 
wheel tank and BR ferry van, while motive power is provided by Class 47 
No. 47579 (D177&) James Nightall G.C. STUART CHAPMAN 


Let’s represent all railway eras, 
not just British Railways’ 


IN issue 21 0, we saw yet another historic 
carriage returned to service, this time 
GWR No. 650, to swell the Severn Valley 
Railway's prestigious fleet, with many 
photographs of the restoration. 

As the report states, this heritage 
railway can muster an eight-carriage 
unit of LMS stock, another of LNER and 
two eight-car units of GWR, all from the 
1 930s ,plus two similar sets of 1 950s BR 
Mk.1 sets. 

No mention of the Southern, but 
then the Bluebell Railway can take care 
of that. This highlights the dedication 
and skills put in by the many hours 
of work by the teams of volunteers in 


the carriage and wagon workshops to 
provide the steam railways with such a 
range of historic vehicles over the many 
years, not to mention the four and six- 
wheel coaches from the late 1 800s. 

It is such a pity that this is not reflected 
in the locomotive workshops who 
appear to only outshop 1 950s BR liveries 
regardless of the age of the engine. Even 
the photo of the train including No. 

650 is hauled by a GWR 2-6-2T carrying 
BR black completely spoiling the 
scene. Come on locomen - we need to 
represent every era of heritage. 

Derrick Martin, 
Hornchurch 


Suit ill fits duck-less Gresley statue 


REGARDING the proposed Gresley 
statue at King's Cross, all the photos 
I am aware of never showed the 
great man in a crumpled suit. 

With due respect to the 
grandsons, your mother would 


never have allowed it. Concerning 
to duck or not to duck, the two 
go hand in wing, or is that wing in 
hand? 

Adrian Elder, Bridgetown, 
Western Australia 



Backed by 'Black Five' No. 45407, Flying Scotsman takes the curve from Bury 
(Bolton Street) station on to the Hey wood branch on January 8. ROBIN JONES 


Why not return Flying 
Scotsman to its 
original condition? 


WONDERFUL to see Flying Scotsman 
in steam again after such a long and 
expensive restoration costing £4.2 
million. 

But having insisted on rebuilding 
the A3 boiler, a dubious decision 
at best, then fitting the double 
chimney and those awful 
German-style smoke deflectors, it 
compromises the stated objectives 
of restoring the locomotive to its 
original condition. That goes for its 
livery as well. 

Why can't this great Gresley- 
designed machine be turned out as 


built in 1 923 in apple green livery 
lined out black and white, with 
single chimney and all? 

We see so many of the big four 
locomotives in BR green instead of 
their original liveries. It gladdens 
the heart to see one in apple green, 
LMS maroon, Southern malachite or 
Maunsell olive green. 

Here in Queensland we rejoice just 
to see a loco in steam. 

Thanks for the magazine - a really 
good read. 

Laurie Fielder, Townsville, 
Queensland. Australia 


Scotsman’s nameplates 
should be at NRM 


SO No. 601 03 is running around with 
replica nameplates, as highlighted in 
issue 211. 

Surely, as the locomotive still exists, 
the authentic nameplates should adorn 
it, as it was purchased for the nation by 
the National Railway Museum and the 


original plates should have constituted 
part of the locomotive. 

They should have been part of the 
sale and not ended up in the private 
collection of whoever has the deepest 
pockets. 

ADK Young, Holyhead 


Flying Scotsman has cost 
too much to restore 


FLYING Scotsman has cost the 
country a very large fortune, large 
enough to have paid for a totally new 
build. Is it famous? Well, only due to 
the fact that it was named after the 
famous train of the same name. 

Yes, it is good that we have yet 
another loco able to operate main 
line and visit many preserved 
railways, but to my mind there are 
better and more interesting engines 
- A4s for starters, Merchant Navies, 
Kings, Duchesses and Britannias 


just to mention a few. 

Money would have been better 
spent by the National Railway 
Museum in steaming Mallard for the 
Great Gathering. Instead, it is quite 
mind-blowing that we spent all this 
money on Scotsman and yet the loco 
that the Gathering was all about was 
just an exhibit. 

Will we see the same amount of 
money spent on other projects of 
greater value? I doubt it. 

Phil Emond, email 


Write to us: Heritage Railway , Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ. 
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NEWS FOCUS SPECIAL 


SUCCESS FOR ESSEX 

'RAILROAD MAN' 

In a constantly changing and uncertain world, the farmer who set up the Mangapps 
Railway Museum in rural Essex has revealed exclusively to Peter Brown that the site he 
has transformed into a working environment with standard gauge stock is to continue, 
although there will be no track expansion beyond the boundaries of his fields. 



E xpectations of an announcement have 
been rife since founder John Jolly 
reached his 70th birthday and recently 
gave up active farming to concentrate on the 
railway operation at Burnham- on- Crouch. 
The popularity of the museum means further 
expansion of exhibits and strengthening of a 
project that began in a field with some track 
and has now transformed into a railway line 
that many visitors think was originally a 
working part of Britain’s network. 

This magazine has recently made two visits 
to the site - exactly a fortnight apart - and on 
the second occasion it was discovered in that 
time even more exhibits have been arriving 
at the museum from a variety of sources, 
supporting John Jolly’s claims of expansion as 
visitor numbers continue to increase. 

His fame has even spread across the 
Atlantic, leading to American authorities 
dubbing him the ‘railroad man’, which has 
caused him much amusement. But he points 

Founder of Mangapps Railway Museum - John Jolly - 
among some of his locomotives. 


sir, I’ve never met a man who built his own 
railroad.’” 

The success of Mangapps has led John Jolly 
and his family to look at what to do next and 
it has become quite clear to them that it is not 
viable or practical to extend the railway, but 
the museum just keeps on expanding with 
very diverse items. One of the latest to emerge 
on one of our visits was a Great Eastern 
Railway horse measuring stick that was used 
when the company went out to buy horses. It 
is thought to be from around 1905. 

“Every week something fresh turns up,” Jolly 
tells us. “We looked at expansion of the line 
itself but if you make a longer line you have 
to pay for maintenance - every operator is 
aware of the wear and tear and looking at all 
that would not have been justifiable and for 
our present one-mile-round passenger line 
would have brought no benefit. The museum 
collection keeps on expanding into different 
areas and we are improving the facilities.” 


out that although the museum includes many 
items from East Anglia, much comes from 
further afield. It includes collections from 
Canada, France and Ireland. 


Railroad items 

“Much of the pleasure that the Jolly family 
have derived from building the railway and 
museum comes from travelling in search of 
exhibits,” he confides. “On one such trip I 
arrived at the customs area of a US airport 
carrying a very large suitcase and an even 
larger box. ‘Hey’, said the customs officer, ‘I 
don’t think we’ve got a big enough box. What 
have you got in there?’ ‘Railroad items’ I 
replied. ‘You gonna build your own railroad?’ 
he asked. ‘No, done that already,’ I said, 
showing him a Mangapps brochure. At this 
point several of his colleagues gathered round 
and one grabbed me by 
the hand saying ‘let 
me shake your hand 




Although the chimney is not the original, this is the 
front section of GER J15 0-6-0 No. 65464 carrying 
a 32A (Norwich Thorpe) shed code on display at 
Mangapps. 



Wickford Junction takes centre stage among station signs displayed at Mangapps. 
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Above: When Irish signs are displayed. 

Left: A close up of Irish memorabilia on display at 
Mangapps Railway Museum. 


With a total of 20 locomotives, the site offers 
diversity among the seven steam and 13 diesel 
examples. The steam stock is: BR standard 
2-6-4T No. 80078 built at Brighton, 1958; 
0-6-0ST No. 358 Minnie from Skinningrove 
Steelworks, built by Fox Walker in 1878; 
0-6-0PT No 2631 Brookfield from Brookfield 
Colliery, built by Bagnall in 1940; 0-6-0ST 
ex-National Coal Board, No. 3061 Empress , 
built by Bagnall in 1954; 0-6-0ST No. 469 
Hastings, built by Hunslet in 1888; 0-4- 0ST 
ex-NCB No. 8 (2157) built by Andrew Barclay 
in 1943; and 0-4-0ST ex-NCB Toto, built by 
Andrew Barclay in 1919. 

But it is the smaller items that take such a 
lot of time to gather with care, as is clearly 
demonstrated with one of the latest museum 
exhibits to arrive at Mangapps - a fogman’s 
hut found three years ago along the route 
of the former Maldon branch line that fell 
to the Beeching axe in 1966. Because of its 
inaccessibility and the practical difficulties 
involved in recovering it, it was not until 
August this year that it joined the collection. 


“Its not often that sizeable pieces of railway 
history are found in the wild but some three 
years ago a couple visiting Mangapps told us 
of a small concrete building that still existed, 
almost hidden by vegetation, on the former 
railway near Maldon,” Jolly reveals. “On 
investigation it transpired that what they had 
found, about 200 metres east of the remains 
of Langford & Ulting station, was a British 
Railways standard concrete fogman’s hut, so 
well hidden by undergrowth that although 
only three metres from the former trackbed - 
now a public footpath - I walked past it twice 
before finding the building. 

Justified being rescued 

“Huts of this type were introduced in about 
1950 and replaced earlier wooden structures. 
The hut had suffered some superficial damage 
as a result of almost 50 years of disuse and 
vandalism, but we felt it justified being 
rescued. We contacted the county council, 
which kindly donated the hut to Mangapps 
Railway. However, it has taken almost 


three years to work out how to remove the 
structure without causing further damage and 
overcome complicated problems of access.” 

He adds: “Early one August morning a team 
of Mangapps volunteers, with the railway’s 
truck and trailer and a telescopic forklift 
loaned by Sonic Rail Services, arrived at 
Langford and the hut was quickly and safely 
recovered. Almost half a century after it was 
last passed by a train, it’s back on a working 
railway. 

What led this man - born in 1944 - into 
the world of railways? It appears to initially 
have been the influence of his mother, who 
was living in Darlington in 1925 where she 
attended the centenary celebrations of the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway, which led her 
to start collecting in a very small way. 

“She got from there a catalogue and small 
medal and that was my grounding in railway 
history,” he tells. “Her mother lived in 
Colchester and we would regularly travel by 
train to St Botolphs station (now Colchester 
Town), which later I found quite interesting. 0 
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A Gresley-designed A4 Pacific takes the nearside track on a model railway layout at Mangapps. 


My parents bought a Hornby 00 train set in 
1952,” he said. 

“When my mother was in Saltburn she 
visited the old LNER museum at York. Then 
in 1956 I went to the centenary celebrations 
of the London, Tilbury & Southend Railway 
at Southend Central. At the nearby Odeon 
cinema was an exhibition of railway 
memorabilia which I found fascinating and 
from which I developed a strong interest 
in railway history. Naturally, I also became 
interested in trainspotting; the late Ian Allan 
was something of a hero.” 

With early signs of collecting and 
trainspotting his top priority, the family 
was now living in Essex and that was when 
one of his teachers played a major role in the 
development of Jolly’s interest in railways. 

In the late 1950s young Master Jolly was not 
progressing well in his maths studies. His 
teacher, Mr Jennings, discovered something 
that might attract his attention - railways! 

In 1958, the year before Jolly left school, Mr 
Jennings arranged a guided tour of Stratford 
Works. A second such tour took place and the 
boy was really hooked. 

“In 1960 a friend of mine who worked at 
Southend motive power depot invited me 
to look over their new diesels,” reveals Jolly. 
“The locos themselves, although looking very 
smart, were not especially impressive being 
the North British Type Is (D8400 class), 
possibly the least successful that BR ever 
bought. I then asked if we could look at the 
lines of steam locomotives waiting scrapping 
and parked in the carriage sidings.” 

Major upheaval 

“On the footplate of J17 0-6-0 No. 65503 it 
was suggested I might like a souvenir. I was 
given the gauge glass frame, which became 
the first sizeable item of railwayana in my 
collection, which remains to this day. Shortly 
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after this I attended college at Colchester and 
as a result I became a commuter between there 
and Hockley. It was a fascinating time to be 
travelling on the railway, as it coincided with 
the end of steam, the introduction of diesels 
and the major upheaval connected with the 
conversion of the electric services in Essex 
from 1500v dc to 25kv ac. As a result you could 
find yourself with steam, diesel and electric 
haulage in one relatively short journey.” 

He continues: “Then, in about 1962, calamity 
struck. Steam ended at Stratford, Dr Beeching 
got into his stride and I had to start serious 
work on the farm and I discovered girls.” 

So there he was like the rest of us at that age 
having to start serious work - in his case on a 

"There was a further chance 
development when we 
found and purchased an 
ex-BR class 04 diesel shunter, 
which had been working 
in an NCB depot." 

farm - and he admits to discovering girls. All 
of which resulted in his interest in railways 
taking a backseat for a decade. In the meantime 
he married June in 1970 and two years later 
he sold the farm in Essex and moved north to 
Halesworth in Suffolk, where by chance their 
farmhouse was only about 150 yards from the 
East Suffolk Line. 

“By the time we moved we had a two -year- old 
son who, occupying the bedroom overlooking 
the railway line, became an enthusiast,” says 
Jolly. “This reawakened my own interest. I 
had soon made contact with the Halesworth 
signalman Peter Punchard, a railway historian 
and railwayana collector. Peter’s aim was to 


preserve his signalbox, which was threatened 
by the forthcoming rationalisation of the line 
and with other enthusiasts we started raising 
money to that end.” 

The signalling field 

“There was much else that required 
preservation and so I started collecting items 
from the East Suffolk Line, particularly in the 
signalling field. It did not take too long for us 
to have one room in the farmhouse filled with 
railwayana. Soon things got even more serious 
with the discovery that the waiting shelter at 
Brampton, the next station to the north, was 
likely to become redundant.” 

Wives are not always understanding of 
railway enthusiasts’ intentions, but Jolly’s 
spouse June was and said that it would make a 
very nice summer house and that he could put 
some of the collection (then in their house) in 
the proposed acquisition. 

In 1984 the family decided to return to the 
Essex area and purchased a larger farm at 
Burnham-on-Crouch. No sooner had they 
settled in than a contact in the railway civil 
engineers department telephoned to ask if 
John still wanted the Brampton building. The 
answer, of course, was yes but then came the 
question: “Can you move it in three days?” 

“Of course we could not,” Jolly declares. 

“But all was not lost because a neighbouring 
farmer who happened to be our Member 
of Parliament, Jim Prior, had obtained it 
with the same idea we had of using it as a 
summer house. Some months later it was 
still languishing on a trailer in his farmyard 
and I asked him if he had any plans for it? He 
replied that there were practical difficulties 
getting it into his garden so I quickly jumped 
in with an offer to relieve him of it, which he 
gladly accepted. 

“In due course the Brampton waiting room 
was moved to Essex where, as was originally 








envisaged, it was set up in the garden, filled 
with railwayana with a wooden platform 
in front and equipped with suitable station 
furniture. We started to get some visitors and 
there were suggestions that we should open to 
the public.” 

This was when farming was going through 
a difficult time and Jolly remembers the 
Government was encouraging farmers to 
diversify - so he saw it as a great opportunity 
to get help with his railway venture. 

“We had a long redundant farm building 
and so the question was asked - could our 
collection of railwayana become our form 
of diversification?” Jolly points out. “Before 
that question could be answered there was a 
further chance development when we found 
and purchased an ex-BR class 04 diesel 


shunter, which had been working in an NCB 
depot. Once you have a loco you need track to 
put it on and rolling stock to put behind it.” 

Operational steam loco 

“Almost before we knew it we had moved 
from a static collection of memorabilia to 
the embryo of an operating railway. The loco 
arrived at Mangapps in April 1987 and there 
followed two years of frenetic work with 
further buildings being obtained, including 
two original station buildings from the 
Mid- Suffolk Light Railway, various items of 
rolling stock and even, by pure chance, an 
operational steam loco.” 

He goes on: “This came about after a 
neighbour suggested her railway enthusiast 
brother should come and see us. He turned 



Above: 1959 Northern Line driving trailer used on 
the London Underground with its destination blind 
showing Hampstead, now part of the collection at 
Mangapps Railway Museum. 

Above left: Ex-Skinningrove Steelworks 0-6-0ST 
No. 358 Minnie, built by Fox Walker in 1878 now at 
Mangapps. 


PARCELS 

OFFICE 


LOWER EDMONTON 
ST ATI O N 


Above: A Southern Region parcels office sign and 
BR Eastern Region sign for Lower Edmonton station 
shine out in a display of signs at Mangapps Railway 
Museum. 

Left: Resident ex-National Coal Board locomotive 
No. 8 Fambridge. 


out to be Richard Moore, who was half-owner 
of Bagnall 0-6-0ST No. 3061, which had just 
had its hydraulic boiler test and for which 
Richard was seeking a new home. Obviously 
he did not have to look too far. By the summer 
of 1989 we had a steam engine and two 
working engines. 

“Our big break came when John Wilson, 

BR area manager at Liverpool Street, wanted 
to involve us in a big do celebrating the 
centenary of the Great Eastern Railway’s New 
Essex Lines network. 

“They were offering a £1 rover ticket from 
Southend Victoria and asked us can you 
organise a bus to get visitors to and from 
Burnham station?’ We obtained two buses 
but that was clearly not enough so BR sent 
three more. We finished up having five buses, O 
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It's hard to realise this is not an original railway location. Very often this is a shock to visitors to Mangapps. 


which brought over 3000 visitors that August 
Bank Holiday.” 

But success can also present problems and 
in this case at Mangapps it was realised that 
to create a sustainable business, the ability 
to give people train rides was required. Jolly 
admits they needed advice. 

“I went to see Dick Hymas, the owner of the 
Colne Valley Railway, who suggested I contact 
the Railway Inspectorate and I was introduced 
to Major Peter Olver, who was semi-retired 
and dealt with heritage and minor railways,” 
Jolly said. 

“As a result of his help and advice we 
extended the line and were up and ready to 
run on Easter Bank Holiday 1990.” 

Oldest from the Great Eastern 

The collection of carriages and wagons is also 
very impressive. The coaching stock includes 
an LNER pantry car from 1928 and brake 2nd 
class non-corridor No. 43264 of the Western 
Region dated 1956. 

Number 123351, a GER boxvan dating 
back to 1881, is one of 24 vehicles in the 
collection of goods wagons which contains 
what is claimed to be some of the oldest from 
the Great Eastern era. Other interesting 
specimens include a 1932 SNCF ferry van 
No. 5480384 and a 1950 BR fruit van 
No. B754863. 

There are eight brakevans in the 
collection, including a caboose van of 1981 
from the Canadian Pacific Railway, 

No. CP 434677. The seven exhibits in the 
engineers and special wagons section 
include a well trolley with gun mounting 
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formerly owned by the Royal Navy, built 
at Swindon in 1915. Others in the moving 
collection include mainly manually propelled 
and road rail vehicles. Add these to the vast 
collection of station furniture signs and 
badges, plus other memorabilia and you have 
one of the most spectacular and unusual 
railway attractions in Britain. 


Many may have thought that this was nothing 
but a potpourri of railwayana. It is nothing 
of the sort. It is a fresh look at presenting the 
railway scene of the past and its future now 
seems certain to continue and expand while in 
the hands of the Jolly family - John, wife June 
and son James, who has a career elsewhere 
within the railway industry. CE3 



1961 -built class 04 0-6-0 diesel shunter D2325 at Mangapps. 




Trains run from February to the end of October and at Christmas. 
Licensed tearooms, gift shop, walks, cafe, picnic areas, children's 
play area, model railway, locomotive workshop and restoration, 
steam museum, special events, free car and coach parking. 

Brecon Mountain Railway, Pant Station, 

Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 2 UP, HU 01685 722988 

www. breconmou ntainraihvay.co.uk 

Whatever the weather visit one of Wales ' most popular railways 


Tel, 01491 835067 
Heritage Trains in 
South Oxfordshire 


Discover the excitement and nostalgia of steam travel with a 
journey back In time on Cornwall's only standard gauge railway still 
regularly worked by steam locomotives. 

See website for Special events and Galas 

Cornwall's Premier Steam Railway 


eorailway.co.uk 


FAWLEY HILL RAILWAY 

Open In 2016: "By Invitation Only" 

MAY 8th | JULY lOth & 24th | AUGUST 14th 2016 
01628 484365 candhhatfield@waitrose.com 
General public welcome for: 

VINTAGE TRANSPORT FESTIVAL 20-22 ND MAY 
SALVO + RAILWAYANA AUCTION 17-19TH JUNE 
www.fawleyhill.co.uk 


(Smmm 


Eastar Steam Up 27th & 28th March; Middy In the War Years 
1st & 2nd May; open every Bank Holiday and aummer 
Sundays from 29* May - 29th August, 11.00am - 5.00pm 

4 resident steam locos, rides in genuine G.E.R. 4-wheel coaches, 
MSLft Museum, shop, cafe, real ale bar. Suffolk's only standard 
gauge preserved railway, 20 1 5 Suffolk Museum of the Year, 20 1 2 
Heritage Kailway Association's Interpretation Award winner. 
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EPPING ONGAR RAILWAY 


BODMIN &WEMF0RD 


01208 73555 www.bod minrailwayxo.uk 


MID-SUFFOLK LIGHT RAILWAY-25TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


For foil details visit www, mslr.org.uk or call 01449 766899 
Brockford Station, Wet hering sett, Stowmarket, Suffolk 1P14 5PW 


Mid- Nor folk Railway 

9V East Anglia’s Longest Heritage Railway 

Op® 0 Every Year, March - October 
" Steam Services in Summer Months 
- Heritage Railcar service all year 
‘ Diesel Driver Experiences Available 

w.mnr.org.uk Tel: 01362 851723 


beerhouses 


SPlMl 

WEST RIDING 

Licotui fyfreskiwrnt Kpcws, 


mTQNM, BUFFET Bj j 


»eal ale 

REAL FCOP 
AEA! MUSIC 


Sfalybridge Railway Station 
SK151RF 

61 61 303 0007 www.beerhouses.co.uk 


Dewsbury Railway Station 
WF131HF 
01924 459193 
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BRECON MOUNTAIN RAILWAY 

Invites you for a great day out for all the family 


www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com 






OFF THE SHELF 


The Flying Scotsman: 

Speed, Style, Service 

By Andrew McLean (hardback, Scala Arts & Heritage Publishers, 1 76pp, £30, ISBN 978 1 78551 025 0). 


PRODUCED in conjunction with the 
National Railway Museum as part of its 
forthcoming Flying Scotsman season, 
this is a stunning encapsulation of the 
life and times of the world's most famous 
steam locomotive. 

Many histories of Flying Scotsman have 
been produced over the 93 years since it 
emerged from Doncaster Works, but this 
one takes a fresh approach. 

A coffee table book oozing attitude 
from every page, it makes the most of its 


large square format to throw into sharp 
relief classic pictures, posters and other 
illustrations from the locomotive's life 
and times to recreate the atmosphere of 
the age in which it was state-of-the-art 
land transport. 

Many beautiful images in both colour 
and black and white are drawn from the 
extensive NRM collection, from chefs at 
work in the'Flying Scotsman' parlour car 
to aircraft tracking the train from the sky. 

Separate chapters cover the East Coast 


Main Line, the locomotives that ran on 
it to place the A3 in perspective, life on 
board No. 4472, non-stop and night-time 
express runs, the publicity machine that 
elevated the locomotive to international 
fame, its place in popular culture and 
exploits since Alan Pegler saved it from 
the scrapman back in 1 962. 

A history yes, but first and foremost 
every page in this volume is a source of 
great inspiration. It allows the reader or 
browser insights into the glorious past 



of the finest of our steam age, and why 
millions of people will be standing on 
the lineside in the coming months to 
glimpse its most prestigious product. 

CAPTURING THE MOMENT 
FOREVER 


The Times History of 
Britain's Railways: From 
1 600 to the present day 

By Julian Holland (hardback. Times 
Books/Harper Collins, 304pp, £30, 
IKSBN 978 0 00 81 3534 8). 

THERE is no doubt that 
201 6 will be a massive BRIlNStt 
year for railway |rA!LWAY5 

heritage, because of 
the reappearance of 
Flying Scotsman on 
the main line and the 
media snowball that is already rolling 
big time. As in 201 3-1 4 with the Great 
Gathering reunion of all six surviving 
Gresley A4 Pacifies, more of the general 
public will be 'switched on'to Britain's 
proud railway past, if only because of the 
celebrity status engulfing the A3. 

Those who inevitably become 
fascinated anew by the steam age and 
seek to delve more deeply into railway 
history would find this hefty volume a 
perfect place to start. 

It is a compelling, highly readable and 
superbly-illustrated overview of the 
entire spectrum of railway history, from 
the wooden-railed waggonways of the 
1 7th century right up to the reopening 
of the northern section of the Waverley 
Route in 201 5. 

A myriad of subjects both 
geographical and technical are covered 
in chapters which by themselves are 
short but essential snippets. 

The book is divided into nine 
sections covering early railways up to 
the Stockton & Darlington, the first 
inter-city and trunk railways, the Railway 
Mania, the great Victorian railway age, 
the early 20th century, the Grouping 
and the 'Big Four; with it streamliners, 
nationalisation, the shrinking of 
the network and dieselisation and 
electrification, the end of steam and 
the Beeching era, and privatisation and 
high-speed rail. 

Underground railways, the great 
engineers, railways at war, the royal 
train - and endless series of essential 
subjects are lined up, and it seems that 
few stones remain unturned. 


The value of this volume to the 
beginner is it is a facts-at-a-glance 
encyclopaedia: to the seasoned 
enthusiast, it is a timeline which places 
the whole in linear context. 
BRILLIANTLY ILLUSTRATED 
OVERVIEW 


North Yorkshire & 

Cleveland Railway 

By Peter Maynard (softback. North 
Eastern Railway Association, 1 5 
Woodside Drive, Darlington DL3 8ES. 
96pp, £1 2.95 (post free), ISBN 978 1 
873513989) 

THE history of Britain's 
railways is littered with 
companies that either 
never actually laid a 
single mile of track, or 
did so but on a scale 
that was minute in comparison with the 
heavyweights of the time, writes Geoff 
Courtney. 

One of those was the North Yorkshire 
& Cleveland Railway, which in July 1 854 
received Royal Assent for a 30-mile line 
from Picton to Grosmont, the latter 
a station well known to enthusiasts 
today as being at the heart of the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway. It opened 
from Picton to Stokesley via Potto, a 
distance of 814 miles, in March 1 857 
and onward a further 614 miles to 
Kildale by December 1 858, while a 
two-mile branch ran from Potto to 
Swainby for ironstone traffic. 

The NYCR employed fewer than 
20 staff and owned no locomotives, 
carriages or wagons - these were hired 
from other railways - and remained 
independent until only January 1 859, 
when it was purchased by the North 
Eastern Railway, giving it an operating 
life of just 22 months. 

In June 1 858 a special general 
meeting of the company was held in a 
York hotel to discuss proposals to sell 
the line to the NER. The chairman, Lord 
De L'lsle, said that the heavy costs of 
running as an independent company 
would be avoided if it became part 
of the NER, and he also said that the 


completion of the line to Grosmont 
would be more likely in the hands of 
the NER. 

The meeting agreed to the proposal, 
the sale was completed on January 1 
the following year, and the chairman's 
confidence was proved to be justified 
when the NER opened the line from 
Kildale to Castleton in April 1 861 and 
finally to Grosmont in October 1 865. 

In purchasing the NYCR, the NER also 
became owners of a second ironstone 
line that branched off at Battersby- 
then called Ingleby Junction - and 
extended it to Rosedale, a challenging 
project that was featured in last month's 
issue of Heritage Railway. 

Even with a life of fewer than two 
years, and with no rolling stock and 
only a handful of staff, the North 
Yorkshire & Cleveland Railway had 
an interesting tale to tell, and this 
publication does it to great effect. 

Some of the archive photographs 
are fascinating, but it is the detail that 
the author has unearthed that makes 
absorbing reading and, in some cases, 
provides a snapshot of life in the days 
ofVictoria's long reign. Thus, one learns 
that in 1 858, Stokesley traffic manager 
PCCleasby earned £150 per year, a 
handsome sum in comparison with 
Swainby gateman John Wilson's six 
shillings (30p) per week or the weekly 
eight shillings (40p) paid to John 
Bulmer, a clerk at Potto. 

There are tales of dodgy passengers - 
William Snaith of Stokesley "defrauded 
the company" by travelling between 
his home station and Stockton without 
paying his fare, which resulted in 
the train guard also being fined for 
allowing him to travel in the guard's van 
- and in its entire operational existence 
from March 1 857-December 1 858, the 
railway's total traffic income was £81 81 
1 1 s 7d and total expenditure £4982 
14s4d, of which more than half was on 
locomotive and carriage hire. 

Photographs, tables, statistics and 
plans abound, and what enhances this 
delve into the brief life of a small railway 
that operated more than 1 50 years ago 
is that much of the line, from Battersby 




to Grosmont, is still open today, as part 
of the Esk Valley line. 

YORKSHIRE YARN OF YESTERDAY 



Grimsby: A Lincolnshire 
Railway Centre 

By AJ Ludlum (softback, Lincolnshire 
Wolds Railway Society, Ludborough 
station. Station Road, Ludborough, 
Lincolnshire DN36 5QS, www.lwrs.uk 
48pp, £6.95, ISBN 9780 
992676285). 

THE popular British 
delicacy offish and chips 
was made possible, it is 
said, by Grimsby's railway 
connections. In 1 902, 

The Railway Magazine 
reported that half of the port's population 
was dependent on fishing and the fleet. 

The handy-sized volume highlights 
the fact that Grimsby had a fascinating 
railway history too, long before the 
splendid route to London via Louth, 
Boston and Peterborough was closed in 
the post-Beeching era. 

Exhaustic local research has produced 
a little gem here. A potted history of 
Grimsby precedes chapters on the 
contractors who built the railways, 
their opening in 1 848, Grimsby Town 
station, its engine shed and pilots, 
women workers, Great Central railway 
steamships, motive power in the docks, 
the Grimsby &lmmingham Electric 
Railway transport police and, of course, 
those fish trains. 

The book is packed with splendid 
hard-to-find and unpublished images of 
Grimsby's railways and the locomotive 
types that ran on them, and for these it is 
well worth the cover price alone. 

SUPERB LOCAL HISTORY 


Branch Lines to Skegness 
and Mablethorpe 

By Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith 
(hardback, Middleton Press, 96pp, 

£1 8.95, ISBN 978 1 9081 74 84 0). 

IT wasn't just Grimsby that suffered from 
the closure of the fast line from the port 
to London. Lincolnshire was once servedO 


88 Heritagerailway.co.uk 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 



EVENTS 



»1 1 =fcl 4 


~ Special 1 
book online 
price of 

£19.95, 


EAST LANCASHIRE RAILWAY presents 


SPRING 


GALA 

20 - 21 February 


Enjoy an intensive, all diesel 
timetable with HOME 
FLEET LOCOMOTIVES 


Award winning REAL ALE 
VENUES at Bury and 
Rawtenstall Stations 


Diesel themed 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

EXPERIENCE 


Hake a weekend of it with a 

BRONZE DIESEL 
FOOTPLATE EXPERIENCE 

on 50015 'Valiant' on 19 i 


EAST LANCASHIRE RAILWAY 


Itreel 


fv.eastlancsrailway.org.uk 

faros apply. Otlwr tickets may not bo avaJlolsfa 



SPRING ^ 
STEAM GALA 


March 1 8 th - 20 th 

Opening our 20 1 6 season, a great line-up of visiting locomotives 
supported by members of the Severn Valley Railway home 
fleet. A tantalising festival of locomotives lar^ge and small! * 


\ 

Locomotives include: 

• No. 6990 Witherslack Hall 

• No. 6430 Auto-fitted Pannier Tank 

• No. 64 1 2 Auto-fitted Pannier Tank 

• No. 4 Edward Thomas narrow 
gauge locomotive 


wbmf 


For further information, 
or to book tickets, visit 

www.svr.co.uk or 
call 01 562 757900 


Severn Valley 
Railway Official Site 

@svr official site 
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www.kwvr.co.uk 

Haworth Station, Keighley, West Yorkshire BD22 8NJ 



BLUEBELL RAILWAY 


Sheffield Park Station 
TN22 3QL 

www.bluebell-railway.com 


Return of the popular 

BRANCH LINE GALA 

18 th - 20 th MARCH 2016 

Including special ‘Connoisseurs’ Day’ 
on Friday 18th 


Up to 6 engines in steam with regular passenger 
services throughout the day between Sheffield 
Park and East Grinstead stations including 
visiting locomotive 

LONDON AND NORTH WESTERN 
RAILWAY COAL TANK 1054 
Brake van rides at Horsted Keynes Station. 

All engines and brake van rides will operate subject to availability. 

Discounted tickets available if purchased by 
15th February. 

See website for more information 

www.bluebell-railway.com 

or contact us on 01825 720800 
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FEBRUARY 20-21, 2016 

The International Centre, 
Telford, Shropshire TF3 4JH 
Doors open 10am-4.45pm 


ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

£7.50 EACH 


BRAND-NEW 

SHOW! 


Fantastic display of layouts 
including Portchullin, Roundl 
Sidings & New Bryford 

Trade stands, exhibitors and 
detailers 


r Kfct colour programme 

Modern and accessible venue with 
excellent facilities 

Cafe and seating area 

Demonstrations 

Clubs and societies 


1 mile away from Telford 
Central Rail Station 

Free mini-bus shuttle from 
Telford Central Railway Station 

Ample parking within close 
proximity 

■■Hr rl-T s*t?27 


VISIT: www.dieselandelectricshow.co.uk 


OR CALL: 01507 529529 



British Steam Book 
& DVD Gift Set 

Obtainable from Becks DVDs, 
The Woodlands, Willington, 
Malpas, Cheshire SY1 4 7ND, 

£1 2.99 free P&P in Britain. 

THIS attractively packaged boxed 
set contains a 1 28pp hardback 
book; The Little Book of British 
Steam and a 90-minute DVD; 
British Railways Narrow Gauge 
Miscellany. The book by Charlie 
Morgan gives a potted history 
of British steam power from 
Trevithick to Evening Star, with 
chapters on locomotives, famous 
trains and routes, the 'Big Four'and 
individual heritage lines. 

The DVD contains archive 
footage of many of Britain's well 
known narrow gauge lines, in 


by a spider's web of 
country routes which 
linked to the GNR 
main line, and while 
they were easy prey 
in the Beeching era, 
much of the county 
was left bereft of transport links that 
were never fully replaced, and many of 
the roads linking the bigger towns and 
resorts are still winding two-lane affairs. 

This latest volume in the MP 
Ordnance Survey-style coverage 
of Britain's rail network looks at the 
Skegness branch, which is still with us 
today, and the lines to Mablethorpe 
and Sutton-on-Sea, Spilsby and 
Coningsby, which are not. 

Packed with black-and-white archive 
pictures mainly from the steam era 
and accompanied by large-scale OS 
plans, every station, halt and other 
point of significance is covered. Years 
of research are packed into this 
handy-sized volume. 
INDISPENSABLE LOCAL DETAIL 


Eastern Main Lines: 
Newark to Doncaster 
featuring Retford 

By Vic Mitchell and Keith Smith 
(hardback, Middleton Press, 96pp, 
£1 8.95, ISBN 978 1 9081 74 78 9). 

PART of the route of the Flying 
Scotsman, the MP treatment is here 
afforded to the 
section of the East 
Coast Main Line 
between Newarkand 
the A3's birthplace. 

The views on offer 
range from Victorian 
times to the modern 
era. Particularly fascinating are the 
historical view of the Flat crossing at 
Newarkand a parade of locomotives 
en route to The Plant at Doncaster, 
watched by a group of note-taking 
schoolboy followers. 

ROUTE IN DETAIL 



Wales and elsewhere, mainly from 
the 1 950s but even going back to 
the Snowdon Mountain Railway 
in 1931. 

Ironstone lines in the East 
Midlands and the Bowaters paper 
mills at Sittingbourne are featured, 
as are the Volks Electric Railway 
and RamsgateTunnel Railway. 
GOOD INTRODUCTION TO 
STEAM HISTORY 

Gradients of the British 
Main Line Railways 

(hardback, Ian Allan, 1 20pp, £30, 
ISBN 978 071 10 3844 8) 

IT is half a century since Ian Allan 
published a book of main line 
gradient profiles, and although it has 
been reprinted several times, it has 
been out of print for 
a decade. 

This new version is 
based on a volume 
originally published 
in 1 947, so it is a 
record of the main 
line network at the end of the Big 
Four era. 

Accordingly, the book is divided into 
'Big Four'chapters rather than by BR 
region, and has a new complete index 
of all places shown on the profiles. 

DEFINITIVE REFERENCE WORK 


Railways of East 
Shropshire Through Time 

By Neil Clarke (softback, Amberley 
Publishing, 96pp, £1 4.99, ISBN 978 
1 445640228) 

AS highlighted in the 
Ironbridge Gorge 
museums, the county 
of Shropshire was 
not only a cradle 
of the Industrial 
Revolution but also 
of early railways, which facilitated the 
development of the region. 

Using a series of mainly colour and 
black and white pictures and antique 
prints and engravings, the author 
traces the history of railways and 
their impact from the 1 8th-century 
plateways to modern times. 

There is much on the Severn 
Valley line north of Bridgnorth, and 
its surviving artefacts, plus the lines 
around Coalbrookdale, a long-term 
target for the Telford Steam Railway. 
ATTRACTIVE LOCAL HISTORY (HD 
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EVENTS 



Step back in time 
for a journey you 
will never forget... 



North by Electric 

Sup iboud your trim cw at the Mjuu Hiectzbc 


Experience the gr andeur of the Isle of Man’s 
Victorian steam and electric railways, 
perfectly frozen in time. 

Sit back, relax and enjoy a Journey through the beautiful 
and ever changing Manx countryside thanks to Victorian 
engineering that has well and truly stood the test of time. 



Isle of Man Steam Railway 

Saturday J March to 
Sunday 6 November 2016 

Manx Electric Railway 

Friday 18 Monk to 
Sunday 30 October 2016 



Rush Hour on 
the Railways 

23*2* March 20U f 


Manx Heritage 
Transport Festival 

27-31 July 2016 


Cwlle, Sil bwsi *mt rclw* *« dip (qwaanalw 
Mini ciranciyiiide sii^wty by. 'Jhe Mini 

Electric Rallwip tmgj the hlaiufr east pout 
*e*nefy « a wliatb it* way north icvwd* £.**ey 

nod Runner, tuny I* the starting paint for the 
SaieftU Mountain Railway, a unique Victorian 
enterprise which winds its way up shove 2,000 
fcel far brathtiidog run. 



South by Steam 

Opened In 1H73, this narrow gauge railway 
vdU npente* hi original foanaotlvn and 
carriage*, The railway rutu ihrough *n ever 


Snaefell Mountain Railway 

Friday 24 March to 
Sunday 30 October 2016 


Island at War 

20-21 August 2016 


in the south of Lbe bland. Board the train at 
Douglas and step hack In time to the golden 
age of i team. 


FOR SPECIAL EVENTS, NEWS AND INFORMATION, CALL 01624 662525 


WWW.rail.im Q idcofnoanrailways Q ^IOMRailways 





A Guildford shed themed gala with guest 
locomotives SR Q Class No. 3054 1 and 
LSWR T9 Class No. 30120. 

Home fleet includes Ivatt Tank No. 41312, 
Black 5 No. 45379, 

Schools Class No. 925 ‘Cheltenham’ and 
West Country Class No. 34007 'Wadebridge' 


www.watercressline.co.uk 



LLANGOLLEN RAILWAY 

ALONG CAMBRIAN 
LINES 

SPRING STEAM GALA 

April 8th - 10th 2016 


BOOK ON LINE AT 

www.llangollen-railway.co.uk 

Six locomotives in steam!* 

Including Two Special Guests *: 

No. 7820 "Dinmore Manor" 

Small Prairie No. 4566 

Plus: The Return of No. 7822 "Foxcote Manor"* 


Intensive Timetable 
Discounted online tickets 
New Corwen Central station tours 


Real Ale Bar Car 
Cameos along the line 
Family tickets 


The Station, Abbey Road, Llangollen LL20 8SN 
Tel: 01978 860979 

www.liangollen-railway.co.uk for more information 


•,W'- ,f \m 

Photos courtesy of-Jnsn 


4 All Locomotives subject to availability 
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UP & RUNNING 



NER J72 0-6-0T No. 69023 heads a seasonal service on the Wensleydale Railway on December 23, 2015. DAVI D WARREN 

BRIAN SHARPE’S FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUM VENUES 


SOUTH EAST 


Amberley Museum & 

Heritage Centre 

Narrow gauge, 'A mile, Arundel, 

West Sussex. 

Tel: 01798 831370. 

Running: Feb 13-21. Wed-Sun from 
Mar 2. 

Bluebell Railway 

Standard gauge, 11 miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Sheffield Park, 
East Sussex TN22 2QL. 

Tel: 01825 720800. 

Engines: 263, 178, B473, 323, 592, 847, 
30541,73082. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

East Kent Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, 
Shepherdswell, Dover. 

Tel: 01 304 832042. 

Running: Feb 15, 22. 

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway 
Narrow gauge, VA miles, 
footplate experience. 

Running: W/Es + sch hols. 

Hastings Miniature Railway 

Narrow gauge, 600 yards, 

Rock-a-Nore Road, Hastings, East Sussex. 
Running: W/Es + sch hols. 

Hayling Seaside Railway 
Narrow gauge, one mile, 

Hayling Island, Hants. 

Running: W/Es, Weds + sch hols. 

Isle of Wight Steam Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, 

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight. 

Tel: 01983 882204. 

Engines: 8, 11,24, 41298. 

Running: Mar 17, 20. 
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Kempton Steam Railway 

Narrow gauge, Vi mile, Hanworth. 

Tel: 01932 765328. 

Running: Mar 19. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

Standard gauge, IOV2 miles, 
footplate experience, wine and dine, 
Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155. 
Engines: 32670,32678. 

Running: Feb 13, 14, 20, 21. 

Lavender Line 

Standard gauge, one mile, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Isfield, 

East Sussex. Tel: 01825 750515. 

Running: Suns + sch hols. 

Mid Hants Railway 

Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Alresford, 
Hants S024 9JG. 

Tel: 01962 733810. 

Engines: 34007, 925, 45379, 92212, 41312, 
30541,30120. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 12-19. 

Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, 13V2 miles, footplate 
experience, New Romney, Kent. 

Tel: 01797 362353. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Royal Victoria Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, 

Netley, Southampton. 

Tel: 02380 456246. 

Running: W/Es + sch hols. 

Sittingbourne & Kemsley 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, 1% miles, 


Sittingbourne, Kent. 

Tel: 01795 424899. 

Running: Easter. 

Spa Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, footplate 
experience, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Tel: 01892 537715. 

Running: Feb 14, 18-20, Mar 5, 6. 


SOUTHWEST 


Avon Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, three miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Bitton, Bristol. 
Tel: 0117 932 7296. Engine: L150. 

Running: Feb 13, 14, 16-18, 20, 21, Mar 6. 

Bodmin & Wenford Railway 

Standard gauge, 6V2 miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Bodmin, 
Cornwall. Tel: 01208 73666. 

Engines: 6435, 4247, 4612, 30587, 6412, 
30120. 

Running: Feb 14-16, 17, Mar 6. 

Dartmoor Railway 

Standard gauge, seven miles, 
Okehampton, Devon. 

Tel: 01837 55164. 

Running: TBA. 

Dartmouth Steam Railway 

Standard gauge, seven miles, 
wine and dine, Paignton, Devon. 

Tel: 01803 555872. 

Engines: 7827,5239, 4277. 

Running: Sat, Tues-Thurs + Feb 15-22. 

Devon Railway Centre 

Narrow gauge, Vi mile, Bickleigh, Devon. 
Tel: 01 884 855671. 


Running: Easter. 

East Somerset Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, Cranmore, 
Somerset. Tel: 01749 880417. 

Engine: 46447. 

Running: Mar 12, 13. 

Helston Railway 

Standard gauge, Helston, Cornwall. 

Tel: 07875 481380. 

Running: Easter. 

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, Woody Bay, 
north Devon. Tel: 01598 763487. 

Running: Feb 14-21. W/Es, Tues-Thurs 
from Mar 1. 

Moors Valley Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, Ringwood, 

Hants. 

Tel: 01425 471415. 

Running: W/Es. 

Plym Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, IV2 miles, Marsh Mills, 
Plymouth. 

Running: Mar 27. 

Seaton Tramway 

Narrow gauge, three miles, Harbour Road, 
Seaton, Devon. 01297 20375. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

South Devon Railway 

Standard gauge, seven miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Buckfastleigh, 
Devon. Engines: L92, 3205, 6412, 4612, 
1369,1450. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Swanage Railway 

Standard gauge, six miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Swanage, 
Dorset. Tel: 01929 425800. 

Engines: 30053, 31806, 34070, 80104. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 


The information in this list was correct at the time of going to press. 

We strongly advise that you confirm details with the railway concerned. 

Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 









STEAM GALA 


SATURDAY 27 AND SUNDAY 28 FEBRUARY 201 6 



• Return to Traffic of USATC 
SI 60 no. 6046 

• Tank Locomotives 5619 
and 2944 in service 

• Recreation of Swansea 
Railway Circle "Rambling 
56" Railtour 


• Selection of trains 
along steeply graded 
Cauldon Branch 

• Frequent service 
along CVR 

• Possible first steaming of 
5197 following overhaul* 


• All-Day Real Ale Bar 

• Engine Shed and Carriage 
& Wagon open to Visitors 

• On-the-day CVR 
Lineside passes 

• Post-Event Driver 
Experience Courses 



Find us on 

Facebook 


*5ubject to availability 


For more info call 01538 750755 or visit churnetvalleyraHlway.co.uk 




UP & RUNNING 


SR West Country Pacific No. 34092 City of Wells passes Burrs on the East Lancashire Railway on December 23, 2015. KARL HEATH 


Swindon & Cricklade Railway 

Standard gauge, three miles, 
footplate experience, 

Blunsdon, Wiltshire. 

Tel: 01793 771615. 

Running: Mar 5, 6. 

West Somerset Railway 

Standard gauge, 20 miles, 
footplate experience, wine and dine, 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 5BG. 

Tel: 01643 704996. 

Engines: 44422, 53808, 53809, 45379, 
34053, 34070. 

Running: Feb 16-20, Mar 5, 6, 9-13. 


EAST ANGLIA 


Bressingham Steam Museum 

Narrow gauge, one mile, Diss, Norfolk. 

Tel: 01379 686900. 

Running: March. 

Bure Valley Railway 

Narrow gauge, nine miles, 
footplate experience, Aylsham, Norfolk. 
Tel: 01263 733858. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Colne Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, 
footplate experience, wine and dine. 
Castle Hedingham, Essex. 

Tel: 01787 461174. 

Running: Easter. 

East Anglian Railway Museum 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Wakes Colne, 
Essex. Tel: 01206 242524. 

Open: W/Es. Running: Easter. 

Mangapps Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, 

near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex. 

Tel: 01621 784898. 

Running: W/Es from Feb 6, 7. 

Mid-Norfolk Railway 

Standard gauge, 1116 miles, footplate 
experience, Dereham, Norfolk. 

Tel: 01362 690633. 

Running: Feb 27, Mar 6. 
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Mid-Suffolk Light Railway 

Standard gauge, V 2 mile, 

Brockford, Suffolk. 

Running: Easter. 

Nene Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, 714 miles, footplate 
experience, Wansford, Peterborough, 
Cambs. Tel: 01780 784444. Engine: 45337. 

Running: Suns + Feb 13, 16-18, 20. 

North Norfolk Railway 

Standard gauge, 51/2 miles, footplate 
experience, Sheringham, Norfolk 
NR26 8RA. Tel: 01263 820800. 

Engines: 564, 92203, 76084, 31806, 43106, 
8572. 

Running: Feb 13-21, Mar4-6. 

Wells & Walsingham Railway 

Narrow gauge, four miles, 
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk. 

Tel: 01328 711630 

Running: Easter. 

Whitwell & Reepham Railway 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Reepham, 
Norfolk. 

Tel: 01603 871694. 

Running: W/Es, steam first Sun. 


HOME COUNTIES 


Buckinghamshire Railway 
Centre 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, footplate 
experience, Quainton Road, Bucks. 

Tel: 01 296 655720. 

Engines: 30585, Met 1. 

Open: Feb 16, 18. Running: Feb 14, 17, 21. 

Chinnor & Princes Risborough 
Railway 

Standard gauge, 316 miles, Chinnor, Oxon. 
Tel: 01844 353535. Engine: 1369. 

Running: Mar 6. 

Cholsey & Wallingford 
Railway 

Standard gauge, 214 miles, Wallingford, 
Oxon. Tel: 01491 835067. 

Running: Mar 6. 


Didcot Railway Centre 

Standard gauge, footplate experience, 
Didcot, Oxon. Tel: 01235 817200. 

Engines: 93, 3650, 5322, 4144. 

Open: W/Es. Running: Feb 13, 14, 17, 20, 
21, Mar 5, 6. 

Epping Ongar Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, Ongar, Essex. 

Tel: 01277 365200. 

Running: Mar 13, 14, 17, 20, 21. 

Leighton Buzzard Railway 

Narrow gauge, 2 3 4 miles, Leighton 
Buzzard, Beds. Tel: 01525 373888. 

Running: Easter. 


MIDLANDS 


Amerton Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, 
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs. 

Tel: 01785 850965. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Apedale Valley Railway 

Narrow gauge, 16 mile, Apedale, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs. 

Tel: 0845 0941953. 

Running: Easter. 

Barrow Hill Roundhouse 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire. Tel: 01246 472450. 

Open: W/Es. 

Battlefield Line Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, 
Shackerstone, Leics. 

Tel: 01827 880754. 

Running: Mar. 

Chasewater Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, Walsall, 

West Midlands. Tel: 01543 452623. 

Running: TBA. 

Churnet Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, 514 miles, 
footplate experience, wine and dine, 
Cheddleton, Staffs. Tel: 01538 750755. 
Engine: 5619 

Running: Feb 14, 21, 24, 27, 28, Mar 5, 6. 


Dean Forest Railway 

Standard gauge, 414 miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Norchard, 
Lydney, Glos. 

Tel: 01594 845840. Engine: 5541 . 

Running: Feb 14, 17, 21, Mar 5, 6. 

Ecdesbourne Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, eight miles, 

Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 01629 823076. 

Running: W/Es, Tues + Feb 18. 

Evesham Vale Railway 

Narrow gauge, 114 mile, 

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs. 

Tel: 01 386 422282. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Foxfield Railway 

Standard gauge, 514 miles, 

Blythe Bridge, Staffs. 

Running: Easter. 

Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway 

Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate 
experience, Toddington, Glos. 

Tel: 01242 621405. 

Engines: 2807, 4270, 5542, 7820. 

Running: W/Es from Mar 5. 

Great Central Railway 

Standard gauge, eight miles, 
Loughborough, Leics LE1 1 1RW. 

Tel: 01509 632323. Engines: 48624, 47406, 
46521, 92214, 45305, 777, 6990, 1744. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Midland Railway-Butterley 

Standard gauge, 314 miles, 
footplate experience, wine and dine, 
Ripley, Derbyshire. Tel: 01773 570140. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Northampton & Lamport 
Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, 

Pitsford, Northants. Tel: 01604 820327. 

Running: Easter. 

Nottingham Transport 
Heritage Centre 


Standard gauge, four miles, 
Ruddington, Notts. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 
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East Somerset Railway 

Spring Gala Weekend 


1 2 th - 1 3 th March 


46447,5637 and 1719 Lady Nan in steam 
Intensive passenger and freight services 
Brake van rides 

Workshop and Engine Shed open 
www.eastsomersetrailway.com 
Cranmore is on the A36l,3 miles east of Shepton Mallet. 




2 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 

VISIT: www.classicmagazines.co.uk/og87 

CALL: 01 507 529529 QUOTE: OG87 OFFER EXPIRES 18/03/2016 




CHASEWATER 

RAILWAY 


CHASEWATER RAILWAY 

Chasewater Country Park 
Pool Lane (off A5), Burntwood 
Staffordshire WS8 7NL 
Tel: 01543 452623 
or 01543 682854 
www.ChasewaterRailway.org 
info@ChasewaterRailway.org 


MIXED STEAM & DIESEL 
INDUSTRIAL GALA 

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th March 

THREE STEAM ENGINES PLUS RESIDENT DIESELS 
EXTENSIVE PASSENGER TIMETABLE 
BRAKE VAN RIDES AND FREIGHT WORKINGS 

(Subject to availability. Visit our website for event updates) 




:iijoy tiie ronnmce of 
Eolden • 


Bring this 
advert with you 
and get 2 
tickets for the 
price of 1 1* 


lukj 


Visit 

THE BO'NESS AND KINNEIL RAILWAY 

and the 

MUSEUM OF SCOTTISH RAILWAYS 


*rxrt valid with any other offer.. Excludes premium tickets. 
Offer clot** *nd Jur>* 20 1 1 and can only b* usad one*. 

See www.bkraiiway.co.uk for further details 
or tel. 01506 822298 


The Railway & Museum are operated by the Scottish Railway Preservation Society, 
a charity registered In Scotland (no, SC002375J 
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Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST No. 2 passes Causey Arch on the Tanfield Railway on January 17. HENRY ELLIOTT 


Tel: 0115 940 570. Engine: 8274 

Running: Feb 13, 14, 20,21. 

Peak Rail 

Standard gauge, four miles, 

Matlock, Derbyshire. 

Tel: 01629 580381. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 9, 10, 16, 17. 

Perrygrove Railway 

Narrow gauge, B4228, Coleford, Glos. 

Tel: 01 594 834991. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Rocks by Rail 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, 

Cottesmore, Rutland. 

Open: Tues, Thur, Sun. 

Running: third Sun. 

Rudyard Lake Railway 

Narrow gauge, 114 miles, Leek, Staffs. 

Tel: 01995 672280. 

Running: Feb 13-21, Mar 6. 

Rushden Transport Museum 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Rushden, 
Northants. 

Running TBA. 

Severn Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, 16 miles, footplate 
experience, Bewdley, Worcs DY1 2 1 BG. 
01299 403816. 

Engines: 1501, 4566, 7812, 2857, 43106, 
1450,34027,34053, 7802. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Steeple Grange Light Railway 

Narrow gauge, 14 mile, footplate 
experience, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 

Running: Easter. 

Telford Steam Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, footplate 
experience, Telford, Shropshire. 

Email sec@telfordsteamrailway.co.uk 
Tel: 01952 503880. 

Running: Easter. 


NORTHWEST 


East Lancashire Railway 

Standard gauge, 12 miles, footplate 
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experience, Bury, Lancs. 

Tel: 01617 647790. 

Engines: 80080, 13065, 12322, 34092. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Eden Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, Warcop, 

off A66 Cumbria CA16 6PR 

01768 342309. www.evr-cumbria.org.uk 

Running: Easter. 

Heaton Park Tramway 

Standard gauge, half mile, Manchester. 

Running: Suns pm. 

Isle of Man Steam Railway 

Narrow gauge, 1514 miles, 

Douglas, Isle of Man. 

Tel: 01 624 662525. 

Running: Feb 13-16. Daily from Mar4. 

Lakeside & Haverthwaite 
Railway 

Standard gauge, 314 miles, 
near Ulverston, Cumbria. 

Tel: 01539 531594. 

Engines: 42073, 42085. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway 

Narrow gauge, seven miles, Ravenglass, 
Cumbria. Tel: 01229 717171. 

Running: Feb 13-21, W/Es. 

Ribble Steam Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, Preston, Lancs. 
Tel: 01772 728800. Engine: 5643 

Running: Feb 18, Mar 5, 6. 

Stainmore Railway 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Kirkby Stephen 
East Station, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria 
CA17 4LA. Open: W/Es. 

West Lancashire Light 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, Hesketh Bank, Lancs. 

Tel: 01772 815881. 

Running: Easter. 


NORTH EAST 


Ain Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, half mile. Lionheart 


station, Alnwick, Northumberland. 

Running: Easter. 

Appleby Frodingham Railway 
Preservation Society 

Standard gauge, 15 miles, 

Tata Steelworks, Scunthorpe. 

Tel: 01652 657053. 

Running: TBA 

Bowes Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, Springwell, 
Tyne & Wear. 

Tel: 01914 161847. Running: TBA. 

Cleethorpes Coast Light 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, two miles, 

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire. 

Tel: 01472 604657. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Derwent Valley Railway 

Standard gauge, 14 mile, Murton Park, 
Layerthorpe, York. Tel: 01904 489966. 

Running: Easter. 

Elsecar Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, Elsecar, 

South Yorks. Footplate experience. 

Tel: 01226 746746. 

Open: Daily. Running: Suns. 

Embsay & Bolton Abbey 
Steam Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, Embsay, 

Yorks. 

Running: Suns. 

Keighley & Worth Valley 
Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Keighley, 

West Yorks BD22 8NJ. 

Tel: 01535 645214. 

Engines: 43924, 1054, 5820, 75078, 85, 
62005, 45212. 

Running: W/es + Feb 15, 19, Weds from 
24, Feb 26. 

Kirklees Light Railway 

Narrow gauge, four miles, Huddersfield, 
West Yorks. Tel: 01484 865727. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 8-19. 


Lincolnshire Wolds Railway 

Standard gauge, 114 miles, 

Ludborough, Lincolnshire. 

Tel: 01507 363881. 

Running: Easter. 

Middleton Railway 

Standard gauge, 114 miles, Hunslet, Leeds. 
Tel: 0113 271 0320. 

Engine: 1310. 

Running: Mar 26-28. 

North Tyneside Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles. 

North Shields. 

Tel: 0191 200 7146. 

Running: Feb 14, 21. 

North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway 

Standard gauge, 18 miles, wine and dine, 
Grosmont, North Yorks. 

Tel: 01751 472508. 

Engines: 60103, 45428, 75029, 76079, 
63395. 

Running: Mar 12, 13, 15-17, 19, 20. 

South Tynedale Railway 

Narrow gauge, 314 miles, 

Alston, Cumbria. 

Tel: 01434 382828/381696. 

Running: Mar 24-31. 

Tanfield Railway 

Standard gauge, three miles, 
near Gateshead, Tyne and Wear. 

Tel: 01913 887545. 

Running: Suns. 

Weardale Railway 

Standard gauge, five miles, Stanhope, 
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham. 

Tel: 01388 526203. 

Running: Mar 15. 

Wensleydale Railway 

Standard gauge, 22 miles, Leeming Bar, 
North Yorkshire. Tel: 0845 450 5474. 
Engine: 69023. Running: Feb 13, 14, 19, 20, 
27, Mar W/Es. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 
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HERITAGE RAILWAYS • CLASSIC VEHICLES 
VINTAGE BUS EXTRAVAGANZA * TOURS & WALKS 
GROUDLE GLEN RAILWAY 120th ANNIVERSARY GALA DAY 


Enjoy five action packed days* travel on 
the Isle of Man's unrivalled network of 
heritage railways - nostalgia guaranteed 

* Full Steam Ahead - Mixed Gauge Extravaganza 

* The Holiday Line - Double Headed “Boat Train” 


Isle of Man 

RalLcoa^s 


More information and to book: 

www.rail.im • Tel: 01624 662525 


| isleofmanrailways 


@ I OMR ail ways 



p Ideal for-'* 
> workshops, ^ 
sheds, garages 
etc. One can 
l does it all! I 


BARN PAINT 


FOR BARNS , STABLES, 
OUTBUILDINGS, SHEDS 
AND FENCING 






THE SAFE ALTERNATIVE TO TAR VARNISH, BITUMEN AND CREOSOTE 


THE PAINT COMPANY 


BEDEC ACRYLIC WATERBASED BARN PAINT 

is a revolutionary product, ideally suited to the 
protection of exterior wooden, metal and plastic 
cladded buildings. 

• Easy to apply 

• Excellent colour retention 

• Multi-surface application 

• Use on: wood, galvanised steel, plastic, 
concrete, brick and cladding 

For excellent resistance against: 

• Cracking, blistering & flaking 

• Rain and severe weather 

• Rot and algal build-up 

• Long lasting finish 

ULTIMATE PROTECTION WITH THE ULTIMATE 
SURFACE COATING SYSTEM! 


Available nationwide through 
Travis Perkins, Ridgeons, Brewer & Sons, 
Bromborough Paints, Dulux Decorator Centres 
and Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd. 


Call 01 279 876 657 
Fax 01279 876 008 
Email: sales@bedec.co.uk 
www.bedec.co.uk 
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UP & RUNNING 


Railway Museums 


LSWR T9 4-4-0 No. 30120 is seen near Swanage with a Timeline Events photo charter on January 12. PETER SKELTON 

Rhyl Miniature Railway 


WALES 


Beamish 

County Durham. The Living Museum 
of the North. Open: Daily. 

Cambrian Railways Museum 

Oswestry station. Open: Tues-Sun. 

Tel: 01691 688763. 

Col Stephens Railway 
Museum 

Tenterden Station, Kent. Open: W/Es. 
Tel: 01580 765155. 

Conwy Valley Railway 
Museum 

Betws-y-coed, Conwy. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01690 710568. 

Crewe Heritage Centre 

Vernon Way, Crewe. Open: W/Es + B/H. 
Tel: 01270 212130. 

Head of Steam 

North Road Station, Darlington. 

Open: Wed-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532. 

Museum Of Scottish Railways 

Bo'ness. Open: April. Tel: 01506 825855. 

Irchester Narrow Gauge 
Railway Museum 

Near Wellingborough, Northants. 
Open: Suns. Tel: 01604 675368. 

Kidderminster Railway 
Museum 

Kidderminster, Worcestershire. 

Open: SVR operating days. 

Tel: 01562 825316. 

Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 

Co Durham. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01388 777999. 

London Transport Museum 

Covent Garden Piazza. 

Open: Sun-Thurs. Tel: 0207 379 6344. 

Manchester Museum of 
Science & Industry 

Castlefield, Manchester. 

Open: Daily. Tel: 0161 832 2244. 

Midsomer Norton 

Silver Street, Midsomer Norton. 

Open: Sun/Mon. Tel: 01761 411221. 

Monkwearmouth Station 
Museum 

Sunderland, County Durham. 

Open: Daily. Tel: 01915 677075. 

National Railway Museum 

Leeman Road, York. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01904 621261. 

Penrhyn Castle Industrial 
Railway Museum 

Bangor, Gwynedd. 

Open: Daily except Tues. 

Shillingstone Station 

Shillingstone, Dorset. Open: Sat, Sun 
and Wed. Tel: 01258 860696. 

Somerset & Dorset Railway 
Trust 

Washford, Somerset. Open: Weekends. 
Tel: 01984 640869. 

STEAM - Museum of the GWR 

Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01793 466646. 

St Albans South Signalbox & 
Museum 

St Albans City station. 

Tel: 01727 863131. 

Ulster Folk & Transport 
Museum 

Cultra, Co Down. Open: Tues-Sun. 

Vintage Carriage Museum 

Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily. 

Tel: 01535 680425. 

Yeovil Railway Centre 

Yeovil Junction, Somerset. 

Open: Certain Sundays and special 
events. 
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Bala Lake Railway 

Narrow gauge, 4!/2 miles, Llanuwchllyn, 
Gwynedd. Tel: 01 678 540666. 

Running: Feb. 

Brecon Mountain Railway 

Narrow gauge, 314 miles, Merthyr Tydfil, 
Glamorgan. Tel: 01685 722988. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 16-18, 23-25. 

Cambrian Heritage Railways 

Standard gauge, % mile, Llynclys station & 
Oswestry station. 

Tel: 07527 107592. 

Running: Easter. 

Corris Railway 

Narrow gauge, % mile, Corris, 

Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761303. 

Running: Easter. 

Fairbourne Railway 

Narrow gauge, two miles, Fairbourne, 
Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Ffestiniog Railway 

Narrow gauge, 15 miles, 

Porthmadog, Gwynedd. 

Tel: 01766 516000. 

Running: W/Es, Wed, Thur from Feb 13 
+ 15,16,19. 

Gwili Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, 

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire. 

Tel: 01267 238213. 

Running: Feb 13-21, Mar 1, 6. 

Llanberis Lake Railway 

Narrow gauge, three miles, Llanberis, 
Gwynedd. Tel: 01 286 870549. 

Running: Tues, Weds + Feb 14, 15, 18-21. 

Llangollen Railway 

Standard gauge, 10 miles, footplate 
experience, wine and dine, Llangollen, 
Denbighshire. Tel: 01978 860979. 

Engines: 5199, 6430, 80072. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Pontypool & Blaenavon 
Railway 

Standard gauge, two miles, 

Blaenavon, Torfaen. 

Tel: 01495 792263. 

Running: Easter. 


Narrow gauge, Rhyl, North Wales. 

Running: Easter. 

Snowdon Mountain Railway 

Narrow gauge, 41/2 miles, Llanberis, 
Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223. 

Running: March. 

Talyllyn Railway 

Narrow gauge, 714 miles, footplate 
experience, Tywyn, Gwynedd. 

Tel: 01654 710472. 

Running: Feb 13-21. 

Vale of Rheidol Railway 

Narrow gauge, 11% miles, 

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion. 

Tel: 01970 625819. 

Engines, 8, 9. 

Running: W/Es + Feb 15-19. 

Welsh Highland Heritage 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, 

Porthmadog, Gwynedd. 

Tel: 01766 513402. 

Running: Easter. 

Welsh Highland Railway 

Narrow gauge, 26 miles, 

Caernarfon, Gwynedd. 

Tel: 01766 516000. 

Running: Suns, Wed, Thur from Feb 13 + 
Feb 14-16, 19, Mar 5. 

Welshpool & Llanfair Light 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, eight miles, 

Llanfair Caereinion, mid-Wales. 

Tel: 01938 810441. Engines: 822, 823. 

Running: Mar 22. 


SCOTLAND 


Almond Valley Railway 

Narrow gauge, 14 mile, Livingston, 
West Lothian. 

Tel: 01 506 414957. 

Bo'ness & Kinneil Railway 
Standard gauge, five miles, Bo'ness, 
West Lothian. Tel: 01506 822298. 
Running: Easter. 

Caledonian Railway 


Running: Easter. 

Keith & Dufftown Railway 

Standard gauge, 11 miles, 

Dufftown, Banffshire. Running: Easter. 

Leadhills & Wanlockhead 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, one mile, Leadhills, 

South Lanarkshire. Tel: 0141 556 1061. 

Running: Easter. 

Royal Deeside Railway 

Standard gauge, one mile, 

Milton of Crathes. Kincardineshire. 

Running: Easter. 

Ayrshire Railway Centre 

Standard gauge, Vs mile, 

Dunaskin, Dalmellington Road (A713), 
Waterside, Ayrshire. 

Strathspey Railway 

Standard gauge, 10 miles, Aviemore, 
Inverness-shire. Tel: 01479 810725. 

Engine: 46512. 

Running: Feb 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 
Mar 4-6. 


IRELAND 


Cavan & Leitrim Railway 

Narrow gauge, 14 mile, 

Dromod, County Leitrim. 

Tel: 00353 71 9638599. 

Running: TBA. 

Downpatrick & County Down 
Railway 

Standard gauge, four miles, 

Downpatrick, County Down. 

Running: Mar 17. 

Giant's Causeway & Bushmills 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, two miles, 

Bushmills, County Antrim. 

Tel: 0282 073 2844. 

Running: TBA. 

Waterford & Suir Valley 
Railway 

Narrow gauge, two miles, 

Kilmeadan, County Waterford. 

Running: May. 

West Clare Railway 


Standard gauge, four miles, 
Brechin, Angus. Tel: 01356 622992. 


Narrow gauge, Moyasta Junction, 
Co Clare. Running: TBA. 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 






DON’T MISS 

THE BEST DEAL 

IN RAILWAYS 

2 YEARS OF 

HERITAGE RAILWAYS 



Pay just S80 for 26 issues 




Heritage Railway has all the latest news from 
the world of steam era preservation. 
British locomotives are the main attraction 
alongside rolling stock, railtours, 
stations, models, auctions and interviews. 


3 great reasons to subscribe: j 

✓ Pay only £3.08 per issue - saving £31.80 \ 

✓ Railway news direct to your door every four weeks 

✓ Get your copy before it’s in the shops 




2 EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


A 01507529529 

PLEASE QUOTE HR84 


□ www.classicmagazines.co.uk/HR84 


Terms and conditions apply, see online for details. Offer expires 11/03/16. 


Lines are open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 7pm, Sat 8.30 - 12.30pm 


















OFFICIAL HORNBY 
COLLECTORS CENTRE 


Est 1975 


FOR MORE SPECIAL OFFERS AND UP TO THE 
MINUTE RELEASES VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


RAILS OF SHEFFIELD 


SHOP OPENING HOURS: 
9:30 am - 5:00 pm 
Monday - Saturday 
Free parking outside the door! 


PGRAHAM 

V PARISH 


HORNBY® 


REPLICA 

RAILWAYS 


BASSETT- 157 WKE 


MODEL LOCO 


RAILS OF SHEFFIELD, 21/29 CHESTERFIELD ROAD, SHEFFIELD, S8 ORL. TEl(OlP) 255 1436, 8 LINES. FAX (0114) 255 5982 

PHONF/FAX/24 HR ANSWERPHONE FOR ORDERS OUTSIDE SHOP HOURS. EMAIL: info@railsofshelfield.coin WEBSITE: https://railsofsheffield.com (E & OE) 


n 




CASH OR PART EXCHANGE 

We urgently require collections of any size featuring products from the following manufacturers: 


We are always on the lookout for all types of kit built models including Pro-Scale, Nu-Oast, Golden Age Models, Silver 
Fox Models, Comet Models, David Andrews and Japanese/Korean Brass in addition to all manufacturers above. 
Please do contact us if you are at all unsure as to whether we would be interested in your collection. 

We value your used models very highly and will pay top prices for all items offered. 

We provide a fast, professional and friendly service from our family run business. 

Distance is no object and anything is considered. 

Please telephone us on 01142 551436, email secondhand@railsofsheffield.com, fax us on 01142 555982 or post your 
lists to the address at the bottom of the page, all enquiries answered. 


dapoi 

Mo deJ Rahway Company 


TELEPHONE/ORDER 

HOTLINE 

(0114)2551436 
Open 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

24 Hr Answer phone service for orders 


4 ARNOLD 


thjLQJin. 
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05®' marklm FL EISCH MANN i ;«ivarossi 

gLima'touefS 

<!®>^>kAto 


*) j'l'l UH 111 railways) 


Li LI PUT 


PRECISION RAILROAD MODELS 


IRFI 


MINITRIX TRIX 
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• MINIATURE 


Lenz 


ELEKTRONIK GMBH 
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CORfllMSS' MECCANO 


EXLEY 

Edward Exley Ltd. 


DINKY TOYS ( nummax\ □ 















WEB WATCH 


A. Wright & Son Ltd 


Eft. 514VC& 
19+7 


MADE IN SHEFFIELD 
ENGLAND 


A. Wright & Son Limited, 

158 Charles Street, Sheffield SI 2NE 
Tel: 01 1 4 272 2677 Fax: 01 1 4 278 71 57 


www.penknives-and-scissors.co.uk 



BUI Hudson 

New, secondhand and American books 

Station Yard, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 3NA 
Tel/Fax: 01629 580797 bill@billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk 

www.billhudsontransportbooks.co.uk 


CAR SERVICES (UK) LTD 

Rolling stock sales agency. 

Coaches, Locos and Spares 
for sale, lease and wanted 

wrww.carservicesukltd.com 



FOOTPLATE DAYS AND WAYS 

Driving & Firing Courses 

www.steamway.dircon.co.uk/ 
footplate.html 
Tel: 01903 207587 


jfflercian jffloOds 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.modelrailways.tv 

High quality locomotives and rolling stock 
4, 7 and 10mm scales (00, 0, 1, and NO) 

1A MARKET WAY, HAGLEY, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS DY9 9LT 

Telephone; 01562 884800 


Newton Replicas 

• Nameplates • Headboards 

• Number Plates and more 

0115 958 8219 


www.newtonreplicas.com 


RAILWAY BOOKS 

Rare and out of print 

4,000+ to view at 

www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk 

01974 821 281 


WANTED 

BY ENTHUSIAST & HERITAGE RAILWAY VOLUNTEER 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN RAILWAY NEGATIVE & SLIDE 
COLLECTIONS FRIENDLY & PRIVATE SERVICE 

IMMEDIATE SETTLEMENT IN CASH IF REQUIRED 
CALL DAVID 07954 438 713 EMAIL: davidhadams51 @yahoo.co.uk 
*DONTLET THEM END UP THROWN AWAY * 


The World's Leading Auction House For Collectabl e Toy s v r « ■ 

Friday 19th February 2016 ■ : • 5 

Model Train Sale - Thornaby at 10.30am % 

Saturday 19th March 2016 - Vintage Train & Toy Sa!?M*ugby at iO.QGam 


For further information contact Michael Hill on 01642 750616 
or Mike Delaney at our Oxford office on 01993 709424 

www.vectis.co.uk - email admin@vectisxo.uk f ■ 


| VECTIS AUCTIONS, FLECK WAY. THORNABY STOCKTON-ON-TEES. TS17 9JZ| 


(7ae£ Tke Station Cat advertises in every issue 0 / 

HERITAGE RAILWAY 

as ke is purrrke&td^ satisikied with the, response# 


Jack The Station Cat Ltd, Dept, HR, 38 Clifton Park Rd, 
Rhyl LL18 4AW. Tel: 01745 344963 
www.jackthestationcat.co.uk 


THE MOST UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE OF STEAM ERA 
PRESERVATION . . .EVERY ISSUE 


SUBSCRIBE OR RENEW... 


© 01 507 529529 

Jr\ classicmagazines.co.uk 


PAGE 

30 
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STAY A WHILE 


Re-create carefree holidays of the 1950s... but this time in comfort! 

Enjoy a 

Scotland rail holiday 

with the Caledonian Camping Coach Company 

The Railway Carriage, Pier Sidings, Loch Awe Station, Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1 AQ 


A traditional railway carriage converted to 
comfortable and well furnished holiday 
accommodation is now available to bookforyour 
Scottish Highland holiday. 

This self-catering holiday coach is located on the 
shores of Loch Awe, beneath the splendid edifice of 
the Loch Awe Hotel, and offers magnificent views 
of the loch and nearby Kilchurn Castle. It is set in 
its own garden area, laid to grass and enclosed by 
fencing, providing protection from the loch and the 
railway line. 

Maintaining as many original features as possible, 
the carriage has two bedrooms (one double and one 
with a single and two full-sized bunks), kitchen, living 


room, shower room with wash basin, toilet with wash 
basin, sitting room, and a dining room, which creates 
the impression of eating in a beautifully fitted-out 
restaurant car. 

There is parking for two cars - access from the car 
parking area is by a short walk over the footbridge 
across the single track line and down to the carriage, 
which has two flights of steps from ground level up 
to the side and rear doors. (Owing to this walk, the 
coach may not be suitable for people with mobility 
problems.) 

Amenities and facilities include: electric heating, 
electric cooking, dishwasher, fridge, TV ('Freesat' 
providing national and local TV and radio) with DVD/ 



CD player, and garden furniture on front deck. 

Bed linen and towels are provided. 75 miles from 
Glasgow, 21 miles from Oban, and just yards from 
Loch Awe station, getting there is easy by road or rail 
and there are lots of places of interest within easy 
reach. 

Loch Awe station is a stop on the West Highland 
Line from Glasgow to Oban, allowing visitors to travel 
easily to the holiday coach and, together with the 
local buses which pass the road end, reach many of 
the local places of interest by public transport. 

There are six return services a day from Glasgow to 
Oban with an additional return train to Oban from 
Loch Awe. 





info@scotlandrailholiday.com 07718 896390 www.scotlandrailholiday.com 


ACCOMMODATION 


Seeking some railway nostalgia on your next holiday? 
Visit our website to choose you r next self-catering 
holiday from our selection of railway stations* 
cottages and carriages across the UK. 
wwW'RailwayStatlonCottages.co.uk 
Advertising your holiday property costs as little as 
£50 per year, with no commission fees. 


enquiries@railwaystatioiKottages.co.uk 


01759371557 


CARMARTHEN PEMBROKE BORDERS 


FORMER STATION 
MASTER'S HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST 6 TEA GARDENS 


Freshly cooked 
and varied 
breakfasts 
using home 
made and 
locally sourced 
produce. 
Vegetarian, Ve 


Tel. 01994 419181 

www.loglnrailwaystation.co.uk 



MID NORFOLK 



SELF CATERING APARTMENT IN 
LOVELY CONVERTED GOODS SHED 

Perfectly situated for visiting Norfolk's 
Heritage Railways and many other 
attractions. Open all year. 
Available for full weeks and short breaks. 


01760 720617 


www.thegoodshed.co.uk 


NORTH NORFOLK M NORTH YORKSHIRE 


CUMBRIA 




Kirkby Stephen Station The Station Master's House 

Two holiday lets, both sleeping 4 at Ftibblehead - Sleeps up to 4 (+2) 


Heritage Rail Award Winner 2014 


Both locations have great views of the trains and the fells. 

Open all year and available for full weeks, long weekends and mid-week breaks. 


For rates and availability call 01768 800 208 or visit 

www.sandctrust.org.uk/stayatastation/ 


Carlisle Line 




BRIDGE COTTAGES 

• Very comfortable 
cottages 

•Beside NNR 

• Quiet rural location 

• Holt Station 5 mins 

• Short breaks 

• Open all year 

www.bridge-cottage-holidays.co.uk 


Tel: 01263 577847 



Self Catering 
Accommodation 
Hunmsmby Station 

Sleeps 2 for Full Weeks 
or Snort Breaks 
Dogs welcome 


E. johnmon.bridge@btinternet.com 
01723 892426 

www.ofdwaitingrooms.co.uk 




NORTH NORFOLK 


BAYLEAF Guest House* * * * 

Licensed • Car Parking • All En-suite 

Two downstairs rooms 
Great location for all amenities 
Only 10 seconds from the steam railway station 

Telephone 01263 823779 • Sheringham 
email: hayleafgh@aol.com www.bayleafbandh.co.nk 
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STAY A WHILE 


Station House 

Egton Bridge near Whitby, North York Moors 


Station House located in Egton Bridge 
in the heart of the North York Moors 
has been lovingly restored to provide 
a beautiful holiday home in a fabulous 
location. 

The property has the benefit 
of ample private parking and a 
garden and is situated less than 1 00 
metres from a well regarded bar 
and restaurant, in one ofYorkshire's 
most beautiful villages and on one of 
England's most picturesque railways. 

A very quiet line, you will be visited 
by five trains each way, each day 
(subject to seasonal change, please 
check timetable) stopping to pick up 
and drop off walkers as they navigate 


their way along the coast to coast walk, 
which passes through the village. 

In summer steam trains will pass, 
making a spectacular sight from your 
lounge. The next station along is 
Grosmont, part of the award-winning 
North Yorkshire Moors railway, where 
you can catch steam or heritage diesel 
trains on route to Whitby or Pickering, 
or simply enjoy the period station 
facilities and village cafes. Arrive on 
holiday by train or just park your car 
from day one and visit the moors by 
train for a wonderful holiday in the 
middle of Heartbeat country. 

The fresh water River Esk meanders 
through the village, where you can 



cross by its famous stepping stones on 
route to view another of the village's 
attractions, its trees, including giant 
Redwoods. Egton Bridge also boasts 
St Hedda's church, the cathedral of the 
moors and is famous for its black grouse 
and quoits. With Whitby just nine miles 
away, at the end of the line, you can be 
assured of a holiday to remember. 


Facilities 

All oil, electric, bed linen and towels 
included. Fuel for open fire available 
locally.Travel cot and highchair available. 
Wi-Fi. Welcome pack. 

Miscellaneous 

Enclosed lawned garden with sitting-out 
area and garden furniture.Two dogs 
welcome. Bike store. Private parking. 


For bookings or to find out more visit 
www.egtonstation.co.ukor call 
Yorkshire Cottages on 01 228 406701 



DAYS OUT 


The Whisky Line 

Keith & Dufftown Railway 



Explore whisky country by train. 
Open every weekendEasier to September. 
Restaurant: Shop: Disabled access. 
Group booking & charters. 
ww.keith-dufiTtown-railway.co.uk 
info@keith-dufrtown-railway.co.uk 


CORNWALL/DEVON BORDER 


WATCH TRAIN/ fRQtt VOUR WINDOW 
TNI TRAVELLING POJT OFFICE & THE OLD LUGGAGE VAN 



RAILHOLIDAU.CO.Uri 01503 230783 



NORTH YORK MOORS 



OPEN ALL YEAR FOR FULL WEEKS AND SHORT BREAKS 


bookings or to find out more visit www.egtonstation.co.uk 
or call Yorkshire Cottages on 01228 406701 


Self Catering in the North York Moors 

STATION HOUSE EGTON BRIDGE 

Fantastic location, newly restored. Sleeps 8 with four 
Bedrooms and two Bathrooms. Enclosed Garden/Patio. 


WEST HIGHLANDS 
LOCH AWE CAMPING COACH 


WITH SUPERB VIEWS OVER LOCH AWE 

Fully enclosed garden. Views to Kllchum Castle 
& Mountai ns, Next to West Highland station, 

7 train s a day each way.Easy access to ferries from 
Oban. Places of interest for all the family. Sleeps 5, 

Contact 0771 8 896390 


wvfw.5cotlandrailholiday.com 



WORTH VALLEY 


Bronte Hotel 

Haworth ytb ★★★ 

Short walk to K&WVR line, ample free parking. 
Comfortable lounges and restaurant. 

Double rooms from £45, 

Singles from £25, En-suite available. 

Tel: 01535 6441 12 

email brontehotel@btconnect.com www.bronte-hotel.co.uk 


WEST SOMERSET 



RAILWAY COTTAGE 


* Fabulous views of West Somerset Railway 

* 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sleeping 6 in comfort 

* Private hot tub * Dogs welcome 

* Large endosed garden with views of Exmoor & Quantock hills 

* Wood burning stove, wi-fi, plasma tv 
*1 mile from great pub 


LAVENDER HILL HOUDAYS 

WEST HAYES, HALSE, TAUNTON, SOMERSET TA4 3AE 
Tel: 01823 431622 * kate@lavenderhillholidays.co.uk 
www.lavenderHillholidays.co.uk 
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CLASSIFIED l EXp RESS GOODS! 


BOOKS 


BARRY JONES 


Specialist in the sale and purchase of 
secondhand railway and steam road 
transport literature. 

Railway timetables, posters, maps, 
publicity photographs and official items. 
Model railway and railway collectables 
always sought. 

28 Marine Crescent, Worthing BN12 4JF 

Tel: 01903 244655 

Email: barryjones28@virginmedia.com 



J Middleton Press 

EVOLVING THE ULTIMATE RAIL ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Published 26 March 


MARKET 
HARBOROUGH 
TO NEWARK 


MORPETH TO 
BELLINGHAM 


\ £18.95 euch P&P free (UK) MAIL ORDER I 


www.mlddletonpress.co.uk 


I EasebcHjme Lane, Midhurst. GU29 9AZ 
T: 01 730 Si 31 69 E : sale®©middletonpress, co.uk 


JACK THE STATION CAT AND THE VANISHING LADY {all colour) 
JACK THE STATON CAT AND THE AUGUST DAY (all colour) 
JACK THE STATON CAT & THE SNAIL TOIL (all rotour) 
JACK THE STATON CAT TAKES CHARGE (all colon) 

JACK THE STATON CAT i THE MIDNIGHT MICE (all colour) 
JACK GOES TO SCHOOL (all colour) 

JACK & THE LOST KITTENS (all colour) 

JACK & THE GREAT LITTLE TRAINS ROBBERY 

JACK IN A SIGNAL BOX 

JACK & THE TAIL'S END TICKETS 

AIL BOOKS £2.95 EACH OR 
COMPUTE SET OF AH 10 BOOKS £26.00 


“JACK JACK THE STATION CAT” 

CD RE-RELEASED SUMS - C2.S5 - Post FREE 



NICK TOZER 


RAILWAY BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Free Railway Booksearch Service 

155 Church Street, Paddock, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire HD1 4UJ 
Shop open: Tue & Wed 11:00-17:00 + Thu 14:00-20:00 
Tel: 01484 518159 (answer machine) 
web: www.railwaybook.com email: nick@railwaybook.com 


Martin Bott 

Bookdealers Limited 


©Treasure Chest Books - Felixstowe 


Railway & Transport Books 

As one of the UK's leading dealers in quality 
secondhand & antiquarian transport and related 
books, we are always interested in buying good 
quality collections - books, timetables, ephemera, 
photos, slides, negatives, posters etc., relating to 
Railways/Trams/Buses/Lorries/Shipping/Aviation. 

UK, Irish & Overseas 
(including foreign language titles). 

We pay the top prices for quality material, will 
collect UK wide, and no collection is too big for us! 

We have around 1 5,000 transport books in 
stock, many of which can be seen at our shop in 

Felixstowe (along with 30,000 other books). 


61 Cobbold Road, Felixstowe IP1 1 7BH 

www.bottbooks.com 

e: bottsbooks@btinternet.com t: 01394270717 


BATTERDALE 

BOOKS 


We buy and sell British & overseas 
railway books. Also bus, tram, 
steam traction & canal books. 
Thousands of titles are always 
available on our web site. 
Field House, 9A School Lane, 
Heslington, York YO10 SEE. 
Web: www.batterdalebooks.co.uk 
Tel: 01904 870 869 



DVD 


RECALLING THE 
GREAT DAYS OF 
STEAM 



ARCHIVE 
STEAM VIDEOS FOR 
THE ENTHUSIAST 


VoL iw GREAT WESTERN STEAM MISCELLANY NO. 1 


Here at B&R Video, we are coming to the end of our archive railway productions and will be returning cine collections, however, 
much of the original film has not been used. Some did r>ot fit Into our previous productions, or we were not aware of locations. 
Much of this is now over half a century old, and it is a great shame to think that so much will end up being thrown away arvd lost 
forever. So, as many of our customers would enjoy seeing; it, plus also to preserve the content for posterity, we are making a senes 
oF'Steam Miscellany 1 videos, these will be mainly by BR region, using much o# the unseen focotage, assembled In the order the film 
runs off the original dire reels, and largely without our usual detailed commentary. 

The first is Great Western Steam Mixellary Number 1, and as something a bit different, the first twenty minutes or so is devoted 
to the 54**, $4xx & 74xh family of light pannier tanks. TV remainder of the video features the cUsses you love to see, including - 
Kings, Castles, Countys, Halls, Granges, Manors, 28xx, 22xx, 57xx, 94xx, 45xx, 41xx, 72xx & 14xx. Non-GWR power of course appears, 
perhaps the most notable being 0-4-0 dock tank4153S, 

Although there is broad coverage across most of the old GWR Empire, certain area are seen in greater details such as: The Golden 
Valley push-pull to Stroud and Chadord, Pontypool Road to Meath, Swanse* Victoria to Graven Arms, and the delightful Ew Valley 
and CuImVal ley branches with their 04-2 tanks. Others Include: Yeovil Town to Yeovil Junction, Dymock, Clnderford, Cofeford 
and Dursiey branch, the Aberayran branch, Barmouth, Hatton Bank, Oxford, Paddington, Langley, Slough, Worcester, Hereford', 
Carmarthen to Aberystwyth, Torquay, Birmingham Snow Hill and Chester, 

Filmed in both colour and bath & white, and mostly between about 1 960 and 1 965, a commentary plus sound track complements 
this nostalgic look at the -last years of GWR steam. 

Running time: 80 minutes. DVD or VHS £19.75 (Post Fr«o) 



B&R VIDEO PRODUCTIONS (HR) 

THE OLD SMITHY, UFFINGTON, Nr SHREWSBURY, SHROPSHIRE SY44SN 
TEL: 01743 709630 Free catalogue available. Trade enquiries welcome. 
www.bandrvideos.co.uk 



ENGINEERING ■ MODELS 




See us on 
Facebook 


G531 


Redcar Models & Hobbies 


130 High 
Street, 
Redcar, 
Cleveland 


Redcar Models 
& Hobbies 


Stocking a wide range 
of '00' railways 
by Bachmann, Hornby, 
Peco and Gaugemaster 


Also Model Kits and Diecasts 
and all other modelling 

accessories 

FREE PARKING FOR THE FIRST HOUR 


T: 01642 494 912 

E: andrewnpaton@ntlworld.com 


FOR SALE U PHOTOGRAPHY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
HIGH QUALITY 

RAILWAY 
REPRODUCTIONS 

IN BRASS AND ALUMINIUM 
THE RANGE INCLUDES:- 

Stcam Locomotives 

nameplates, train headboards, builders plates, shed 
plates, smoke box number plates and many more. 
For catalogue and price list please send 2 1st ctess 
stamps to:- PROCAST (DEPT HR), NcthcrfieM Mills, 
Bradford Road, Oeckheaton BDI9 3JP 

Tel: 01274 871111 
Email: procastco@aol.com 
Website: www.procasLco.uk 


Colour-Rail 

60,000 images - steam, 
modem traction, stations, buses 
and much more. 

Most BR named engines featured. 

MEW - High res scans for modellers 

All at www.colour-raiLcom 

Looking for a good home for your 
treasured negatives and slides? 
Then e-mail colourrall@aol.com 
or write to 558 Birmingham Road, 
Bromsgrove B61 OHT 
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WANTED 


RAILWAYANA 



The older the better 

British & overseas, travel & platform 
Established collector purchases 
interesting collections 
Ian Gardner, Little Tile House, 
Nightingales Lane, Chalfont St Giles, 
l Bucks HPfl 4$LTel: 01494 762952 J 



SUPERB QUALITY REPRODUCTION 
TOTEMS, (FULL OR HALF FLANGED) 
TARGETS, DOOR PLATES & PLATFORM SIGNS 
VITREOUS ENAMEL FINISH 
Any name - any region, supplied to order 
Suitable for indoor or outdoor locations. 
Wide range of vinyl coach and loco signs 
including BR crests and other logos. 
Full details and mail order on our website 
www.track>ldeltd,co,ulc 


WANTED 


PADDINGTON TICKET AUCTIONS 

CHRIS DICKERSON & BRIAN MOAKES 

3 MALLARD CLOSE PICKERING NORTH YORKSHIRE Y018 RTF 
The market leaders in the auction of old railway tickets, bus and tram 
tickets, luggage labels and railway letter and parcel stamps, 

OUR NEXT AUCTION IS ON 

SATURDAY 23 APRIL 2016 

at The Royal National Hotel, Russell Square, London WC1 H OJX 
at 1 1 :QO (viewing from 08:00) 

We are now accepting Items In all categories for this and subsequent 
events. Contact us now for a speedy valuation and advice on how to 
enter Items for auction. 

A colour illustrated catalogue of at least 500 lots will be published on our 

website at www.paddingtonticketauctions.co.uk 

at least two weeks before the auction. 

If you require a printed copy please send your name and address for a free copy 
or speak to us on 01 751 4741 55 or 07703 350045 


WEB DIRECTORY 

Railway Lamps 

Original Specifications 
Repairs & Bespoke Design 

New build or refurbs, eg Midland, 
GWR a ( any new lamp from photos. 
Brackets and columns etc. 

01484 456 456 
email: 456@metroheritage.com 

www.gaslamps.co.uk 




Make referencing easy with a 
Heritage Railway binder! 

@ Keeps your 

:opies in perfect 
condition 

ccTtc 

£ 8.25 

Free delivery 


Call: 01507 529529 or visit: 
www.classicmagazines.co.uk 



Paid workshop staff vacancy at 

The Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway 


We need a competent and accurate machinist and fitter to work 
with interesting people and 100 years of technology in a beautiful 
part of mid-Wales. 

A job with variety 

You will work on maintenance, repair and rebuilds of locomotives, 
rolling stock and plant from all over the world. 

Bring and grow your skills 

You will have strong machining, fitting, hot-working and lifting 
skills, with engineering problem-solving abilities to match. Ideally 
you will have railway vehicle experience, but you can develop 
specialist expertise on the job and from outside training. We can 
use your leadership or management experience too. 

Workshop and volunteer staff 

We have a fully equipped workshop and machine shop, soon to be 
enlarged. We will want you to help us develop our facilities and to 
train volunteers in their safe use. 

Competitive salary and pension contribution 

We have a flexible organsational structure. Your responsibilities 
and salary will fit your expertise, and you can grow in the job. 

A beautiful place to work 

We are an eight mile long 2ft Bin gauge country railway just inside 
the Welsh border west of Shrewsbury. Trains run from Easter to 
October but the workshop is busy year-round. Check us out at 
www. wllr. org. uk 

For more information 

To discuss this opportunity, please contact the General Manager at 
charles.spencer@wllr.org.uk or ring him 01938 810441 



£225,000 TARGET 

Help us to Reach the Red Line! 


The Betton Grange Sodety is building the 81 1 
^Grange' after all members of the class were 
scrapped at the end of BR steam days. 


It Is estimated that £225 ( OOQ will see the boiler 
returned to main line steaming condition and 
ready to complete the vision of a brand new 
The chassis is on the way to completion after Collett Grange, 

delivery of the new cylinders in February 
201 5, now we need your help to get the boiler 
overhauled. The good news is that the boiler 
destined for No. 6880, last used by J Hall'Nb, 7927 
WH^ngton HoN, was new In 1 960 and has never had 
a heavy general repair. 


Please make a donation or join our'225 Boiler dub 1 
and become part of this ©(cit ing project With your 
help No, 6880 could be pulling trains in 201 8. Go 
to www.688G.cq, uk for full details and the list of 
benefits available. n. 

/ appeal V 
SUPPQRtedby\ 


far further details go to www-6880xoaik / 

or write to; 6880 Belton Grange Boiler Appeal (SR), 224 Staining | 

Road, Blackpool Lancashire FY3 OOL, or email iynnjTioore52@livexo.iric 
or telephone 07932 797791 or 01 253 884218 


fflli 


J| 


jr 
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The newly-overhauled Taff Vale Railway 0-6-2T No. 85 stands in Haworth loop on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway following a live steam insurance test in 
late January. The 117-year-old locomotive, sold out of service by the GWR in the 1920s for industrial use, has had a full overhaul in Haworth works led by keeper 
Dave Coates. It has been finished in a simplified TVR lined black livery by resident painting staff Tim Hanson and Peter Whitaker. It will make its debut during the 
KWVR winter gala on February 26-28. PETER WH ITAKER 


The gala season in full swing 

THE gala season gets into full swing in February with the Mid Hants Railway staging an event recalling steam days at Guildford. In March the North Norfolk Railway gala 
features three moguls - including the return visit of an M&GN veteran, and the 50th anniversary of the Somerset & Dorset line closure will be marked by events at several 
locations including six-day spectacular on the West Somerset Railway with two S&D 7F 2-8-Os, two Bulleid Pacifies and other appropriate power. 

As always, Heritage Railway will be bringing you all the action from these and many other events. 


SPECIAL EVENT 


February 

1 2-1 4: Mid Hants Railway: 

Spring Steam Gala ■ 

This will be a Guildford shed themed event 
with an intensive timetable, behind the 
scenes tours and much more.The two guest 
locomotives have been confirmed as SR 
Q class 0-6-0 No. 30541 courtesy of the 
Bluebell Railway and LWSRT9 4-4-0 No. 301 20 
courtesy of the National Railway Museum. 
LMS Ivatt 2-6-2T No. 41312 will be back in 
steam and it will be the last gala appearance 
of SR West Country Pacific No. 34007 
Wadebridge before its boiler ticket expires. 

1 3, 1 4: Amberley Museum: 

Opening Weekend 



Issue 213 is out 
on March 10. 


Catch up with the latest 
news, views and great 
features every four weeks. 
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1 3, 1 4: Kent & East Sussex Railway: 
Days Out with Thomas ■ 

20, 21 : East Lancashire Railway: 

Spring Diesel Gala ■ 

20, 21 : Kent & East Sussex Railway: 
Days Out with Thomas ■ 

26-28: Whitwell & Reepham: 

Seventh Anniversary 

26-28: Keighley & Worth Valley 
Railway: Winter Steam Gala ■ 

The railway will be staging its usual big, noisy, 
three day festival of steam, starring guest 
locomotive; LNER Kl 2-6-0 No. 62005, and 
subject to the completion of its overhaul, 
LMS'Black Five'4-6-0 No. 4521 2. 

TaffVale Railway 02 0-6-2T No. 85 will 
be making its first gala appearance after 
overhaul, now in fully lined out TVR livery, and 
other engines from the home fleet will be; BR 
Standard 4MT 4-6-0 No. 75078, Midland 4F 
0-6-0 No. 43924, USATC SI 60 2-8-0 No. 5820, 
LNWR 0-6-2T No. 1 054 and Hudswell Clarke 
0-6-0T No. 1 704 Nunlow. 

In addition, on the Saturday and Sunday, 
the Grafton steam crane will be giving 
demonstrations in the yard at Oakworth 

27, 28: Churnet Valley Railway: 

Steam Gala 

28:Tanfield Railway: 

Coals to Newcastle 

28 - June: National Railway Museum: 
Starring Scotsman 

KEY ■ Major or featured galas 


March 

4-6: North Norfolk Railway: 

Spring Steam Gala ■ 

The regular Spring Steam Gala will feature 
an intensive timetable with a few unusual 
formations in service, and will feature three 
types of mogul in operation; M&GN veteran 
LMS Ivatt 4MT No. 43106, SR Maunsell U Class 
No. 31806 from the Mid Hants Railway and 
resident BR Standard 4MT No. 76084. 

Other home fleet locomotives will be BR 
Standard 9F 2-1 0-0 No. 92203 Black Prince, 

GER Y1 4 0-6-0 No. 564 and hopefully LNER B1 2 
4-6-0 No. 8572 and Hunslet 0-6-0ST No.1 982 
Ring Haw. 

5, 6: Chasewater Railway: 

Winter Steam Gala 

5, 6: Ribble Steam Railway: 

Diesel Weekend ■ 

5, 6: West Somerset Railway: 

Somerset & Dorset Gala ■ 

On March 6, 1 966, the last passenger trains 
ran over the surviving lines of the one-time 
Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway, between 
Bath and Bournemouth. 

Over six days, the WSR will hold a major gala 
to mark the 50th anniversary of this event with 
appropriate classes of steam engines at work. 
Stations will be renamed after lost locations 
on the S&D and there will be plenty of other 
points of interest along the line including the 
Washford Museum of the Somerset and 

■ Diesel and/or electric galas 


Dorset Railway Trust, which has been based 
on the WSR for 40 years. 

An intensive train service will headed by 
resident SDJR 7F 2-8-0 No. 53808 and LMS 4F 
0-6-0 No. 44422 both fresh from overhaul, plus 
visiting engines; SDJR 7F No. 53809, 

BR Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80072, LMS 
'Black Five'4-6-0 No. 45379, SR West Country 
Pacific No. 34070 Manston, Rebuilt West 
Country No. 34053 Sir Keith Park and BR 
Standard 9F 2-1 0-0 No. 92214. 

6: Avon Valley Railway: 

Last Train to Bitton 

6: Gartell Light Railway: Somerset & 

Dorset Closure Anniversary 

10-13: West Somerset Railway: 
Somerset & Dorset Gala 


RAILWAYANA 


February 

1 3: Solent Railwayana, Wickham 
20: Great Central Railwayana, Bloxham 

27: London Transport Auctions, 
Croydon 

March 

5: Great Central Railwayana, 
Stoneleigh Park 

■ Thomas and family event 


Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway 





Central Auctions 


An Auction at the 
Royal Showground 
STONELEIGH PARK 
Warwickshire 
5th March 
2016 


www.gcrauctions.com 






Central Location with 
Ample Parking, 
On-site Hotel, 
Catering and 
Bar. 



Collection Service 
Available 



Email:enquiries@gcrauctions.co.uk 

500 LOTS INCLUDING 

NAMEPLATES: Amadis, Blandford Forum, Central Provinces, Dolhywel Grange, Fountains Hall, Little 
Wyrley Hall, Manitoba, Portland Bill, Shirbum Castle + Cabside + S/b, Coventry Colliery, Carcassonne, 
Northwich, Diana + Worksplate. CABSIDES: 1014, 3840, 5092, 6659, 8706, 9799, GWR 53, SAR 2716, 
3147, 3694, E52. SMOKEBOXES: 3619, 4230, 34097, 40080, 41165, 41300, 42565, 42912, 43085, 43757, 
44347, 44832, 45273, 45647, 8353, 48634, 61148, 62038, 63902, 65834, 69579, 73167, 80046, 90257, 
92010. WORKSPLATES (STEAM): Andrew Barclay, Aveling & Porter 1310, Avonside, Baldwin, Beyer 
Peacock (48290), (8706), (SAR 2353), Cegielski, Datong 1970 (QJ), Doncaster (60129), (Herringbone), 
GNR (64216), (67360), (68760), Henschel, Kitson 1912, LMS (41183), LNER 63379, 65878, 68725, 
Manning Wardle, Markham Chesterfield, Nasmyth Wilson (3028), Neilson Reid (57571), Sharp Stewart. 
WORKSPLATES (DIESEL): Beyer Peacock (D7006), BR Derby (25140), BRCW (26007), BREL (56069), 
Brush (31101), Drewry (D2206), (D2262), English Electric (20022), (20224), (37046), (37092), (37241), 
(40003), NBL (D2719), (D6145), Petters Yeovil 1933, Sentinel Sorefame. SIGNAL BOX NAMEBOARDS: 
Clipstone & Oxenden, Flemingate, Forsinard, Pockley Gates, Wellfield. HEADBOARDS: Pembroke Coast 
Express, The Robin Hood. TOTEMS: Aberystwyth, Appleby, Aviemore, Barnetby, Boat of Garten, Chapel- ' ~ 
En-Le-Frith South, Church Stretton, Coulsdon South, Derby Midland, Dilton Marsh Halt, East Mailing Halt, 
Eskbank & Dalkeith, Furze Platt Halt, Grimsby Docks, Habrough, Hastings, Henley on Thames, High Shields, 
High Wycombe, Ilkeston Junction, Kenley, Kilnhurst West, Kn a res borough, Larbert, Leyland, Lumphanan, 
Manchester Victoria, Repton & Willington, Shrewsbury, Skegness, Slough, South Elmsall, St. Neots, Stockton, 
Stonehouse (Burdett Road), Strines, Trench Crossing, Upper Halliford Halt, Welshpool, Woodhall Junction. 


Telephone: 01327 263633 



45647 



Full-time Professional 
Staff with over 20 
Years’ Experience 


Highest Catalogue 
Circulation 3000+ 


MARAZION 



A Host of Record 
Prices Achieved 


TARGETS: Brighouse (For Rastrick), Christs Hospital, East Brixton. SHEDPLATES: IB, 5B, 9A, 14D, 16C, 
18 A, 26 A, 27 A, 41C, 50A, 50B, 52A, 52K, 55B, 63A, 65A, 66A, 73D, 81 F, 82E, 83D, 83D +SC, 84A, 88A, 
89A. DEPOT PLAQUES: Canton, Tinsley, Toton (small). SINGLE LINE TOKENS: Baggeridge-Womboum, 
Blencow-Pen ruddock, Tyndrum Upper-Bridge of Orchy, Coxwold-Gllling, Crianlarich-Ardlui, Embleton- 
Cockermouth, Kidderminster-Bewdley, Lostwithiel-Fowey, Millbum-Nairn, Penmaenpool-51M, Penrith- 
Blencow, Rannoch-Corrour, Thomton-Westfield. SIGNAL BOX SHELF PLATES: Guisbo rough, Leamside 
Line, Middles borough West, Partick West, Stonefall, Wansford. CARRIAGE BOARDS: Blaenavon-Newport, 
Bristol-Paddington, Kingswear-Taunton, Paddington to Falmouth, Fishguard Harbour, Pembroke Dock, 
Plymouth, Stratford-on-Avon, Paignton, Pontypool Road-Neath General. CLOCKS: GER, Midland Railway, 
LNER, LNWR, LSWR. STREET DIRECTION SIGNS: East (Hertford), High (Falkirk), London Road, Mansfield 
Town, New Street, West Jesmond, Woodg range Park. SEATBACK PLATES: Castleton, Insch, Thornton 
Dale. POSTERS: A selection of 40 inc. Barmouth Hewins GWR, Blackpool, Cambridge Taylor, Clyde Watering 
Places G&SWR, Dresden Taylor, Edinburgh, Exeter, Fountains Abbey, Rushbury, Knaresborough LNER, 
Lancaster Castle Steel, Morcambe, Paris Montmartre, Southport, Spring Weber, Willesden Signal Box 
Wilkinson. SILVERWARE: GSWR Sauce Boat, GWR Lobster Pick, LNER Stilton Scoop, NER Toast Rack. 
DOORPLATES: Ambulance Room, LNER: Cheshire Lines Chair, 

Forwarding Office BR(M), Police BR(E). Moving Engines MSLR Sign,, 

HANDLAMPS: CLC, GER Ilford, GNR 1 stockton porter Armband. SR: 

Carlton Field, LNER Ancaster, B Ian kney, IH Bl Bournemouth & Hamworthy 

Craigellachie, LYR Darton/Blackbum. Junction Box Diagrams, Pocket 

GWR: BR(W) Royal Train Headlamps, H Bfr^wB BN'! Watch, Seaton Jct-Seaton Tablet, 



Listing of Entries in This 
and Many Other Magazines 


CHRIS >PITAL 




GWR 1908 Brass Tenderplate, Llynli™. 
& Ogmore Boundary Post, Whisky BP 
Bottle. LMS: Bathing in Canal MR 
Sign, G&SWR Fruit Bowl, Highland 
Railway Inverness Glass, L&YR 
Umbrella Stand, LNWR Pocket Watch. 



^Southern Railway E735 Cabside. 
^ GENERAL: Nestles Chocolate 

Machine, Pullman Armchairs, 
Skegness Road Sign, S pratts Cat 
Food Advert, Swiss Cottage LT Target. 
Wagons Lits Marquetry Panels. 


34097 


Extensive and 
Prominent Monthly 
Advertising 


STONEHOUSE 


100% of Entries 
I lustrated in Full Colour 


HITCHIN 
AND LONDON 





WE WELCOME SIMILAR ITEMS FOR ENTRY IN OUR NEXT SALE. 
CATALOGUES ARE AVAILABLE A FORTNIGHT BEFORE EACH SALE, 
SEND OR PHONE FOR YOUR FREE COMPLIMENTARY CATALOGUE NOW! 

Valuations for insurance and probate, impartial advice an selling or buying railway ana. 

Great Central Railwayana Ltd 

INCORPORATING SHEFFIELD RAILWAYANA AUCTIONS & RAILWAYANA NET 
14, SCHOOL STREET, WOODFORD HALSE, DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS .NN113RL 
TEL: 0 1 327 263633 (MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.00 - 5 .00) 


DILTON MARSH 


Professionally 
Managed Website 
Promoting Your Entries 



KNARESBOROUGH ! BOAT OF GARTEN K woodhall junction 


-^8 










Ffestiniog Travel 

Rail Holidays of the World 


Steam Trains, Trams & Trolley Buses 


Behind the Scenes in North Wales ~ 
Departs 15 March 2016 - 15 Days from £l,910pp 

❖ Wales is a Rail Enthusiast's Playground 

♦> Explore 8 railways from miniature to standard gauge 

❖ ‘Access all areas’ and gain in-depth knowledge 

♦> Experience some footplate rides and slate shunting 
*t* Unique, expertly led tour of Wales’s railway gems 

❖ Good quality hotels, great company 




Romania - The West & Danube Valley ~ 

Departs 14 June 2016 - 13 Days from £l,945pp 

❖ Steam charter and workshop visit on the CFI Narrow Gauge line at Criscior 

❖ Travel by works train on the Sibiu to Agnita narrow gauge line 

❖ Steam charters on both levels of the former forestry line at Covasna and 
Comandau 

♦> Water mills, old fashioned farming methods and delicious organic produce 

❖ Fortified Saxon cities, villages and Sighi^oara medieval citadel 

❖ A River Danube Cruise with lunch 


Narrow Gauge Steam in E. Germany ~ 

Departs 9 July 2016 - 15 Days from £1,61 5pp 

❖ Travel on 7 narrow gauge steam railways 

❖ 3 -Day Harz Railway rover ticket 

❖ Public transport tickets for Dresden, Stralsund and Wuppertal 

❖ I S -day InterRail Pass for unlimited, independent travel & sightseeing 

❖ Hotels conveniently located near stations for easy travel 

❖ Guided journey on Wuppertal’s Schwebebahn Kaiserwagen 



Tramways of the Low Countries ~ 

Departs 16 June 2016 - 15 Days from £l,545pp 

<♦ Travel on no less than 10 tramway systems 

❖ Visit the Utrecht Railway Museum 

❖ Enjoy independent, unlimited travel with a 15-day InterRail Pass 
<* Leisure time to explore Brussels and Rotterdam 

❖ Guided tour of the famous Han sur Lesse caves 

❖ Discover Belgium & Holland on this comprehensive tram holiday 

Swiss Trams & Trolley Buses ~ 

Departs 16 September 2016 - II Days from £l,775pp 

❖ Explore tram systems of Basle, Zurich, Berne & Neuchatel 

❖ Ride the trolley bus systems of Lucerne, Montreux & Vevey 
♦> First class Swiss Pass for unlimited travel 

❖ Optional excursions at no extra cost 

❖ Travel on the Golden Pass route to Montreux 

❖ Visit Zurich Tram Museum & Blonay Chamby 

A great way to indulge your hobby within a holiday 

~ To find out more order our brochure ~ 

Call: 01766 772030; Email: info@ffestiniogtravel.co.uk; www.ffestiniogtravel.com 

Over 40 Years of Unforgettable Rail Journeys 


Ffestiniog Travel 

Est 1974 

Ffestiniog Travel is owned by a charitable trust and profits go to support the world famous Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland Railways. 








